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DESTINATION DISPLAYS ft. 028 7963 2591 


GOOD HOTELS, G 
WE UNDERSTAND WHAT YOU, AS A COACH OPERATOR 


NEED TO KEEP YOUR CUSTOMERS HAPPY. 
FREE SECURE PARKING AND COACH WASH FACILITIES PROVIDED. 


www. indicators-int.com 


: " ‘ncluding dinner, bed & English/Scottsh breakfast, Live entertainment and VAT(@I7.5% 
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16 EIT £19 £22 £23 £27 £29 £27 £25 £23 £21 £20 


30 Year Guarantee 


£16 tT £19 7 £23 £27 £29 £27 £25 £23 £21 £20 Widths 3-40m & any length 
g Permanent or Temporary 
TOUR OPERATOR BOOKI NGS 100% Clearspan - no internal Posts/Trusses 
Conform to BS5950/6399 
The above tariffs are the minimum rate and are non commissionable. Maintenance Free/Highly Secure 
The operator will be responsible for the payment of the deposit and the total Drawings supplied & full planning service 


amount of the final account. Room allocations: |3 Twin, || Double, 5 Single 
} (53 beds) (29 rooms). One driver room (single) f.0.c. All arrangements and 
payment via McColls call centre at Dunoon. 


Fax: 01369 702764 
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AIM listing expected 
next month. 
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Exceeding expectations 


WHEN Arsenal was on its 49-match unbeaten run 
the team built-up expectations of success 
measured in terms of championships rather than 
goals. Failure, therefore, became relative. 
Chelsea’s millions come loaded with expectations 
with anything less than top place being regarded 
as somewhat less than satisfactory. 

Meanwhile we have teams at the bottom end of 
the Premiership for whom a first win has massive 
implications, and success is often measured in terms 
of a respectable score-line than the number of 
points. 

The world, it seems, makes a value judgement 
when anticipating results, and too often expectations 
are coloured by opinions rather than fact. 

Those who take betting seriously will read the form 
book rather than rely on a tip from someone they 
met by chance in the pub, yet for some 
unfathomable reason there’s a more-or-less universal 
preference for the views of self-opinionated pundits 
rather than the evidence of those who were on the 
spot. It applies to sport, it applies to politics, and it 
applies to conflicts such as the war in Iraq. 

Expectations are coloured by perceptions and 
there are many forces at work — some sinister, others 
innocent — that seek to colour our judgements 

The coach and bus arena can host a large number 
of significant and predictable expectations. 

For example, the popular view is that passenger 
growth in London has (and will) far outstrip the rest 
of the country. Success in the Capital must, therefore, 
be measured in double figures. Otherwise we have 
talk of failure. 

Meanwhile the Cambridge Citi network has 
produced growth that pushes London into the shade. 
Success that far exceeds expectations, yet thoroughly 
deserved given the investment and planning that 
went into the Stagecoach services three years ago. 
Although, not guaranteed, passenger growth is the 
reward for getting the formula right. 


There is growing evidence that the bus industry is 
becoming increasingly focused on what can be 
achieved by revamping services, introducing new 
buses, and (perhaps most importantly) encouraging 
local authorities to come to the party with suitable 
priority and infrastructure improvements. Despite the 
widespread acceptance of these new expectations 
within the industry, they are not shared universally by 
politicians. 

How useful then that Alistair Darling, Lord Hogg, 
and other high-flying politicians made themselves 
available for a guided tour of the industry as 
displayed at last week’s Coach & Bus show? 

It is very difficult to put a value on 210 minutes of 
the Transport Secretary’s time, but one thing's for 
certain... it has raised his awareness of what the 
industry can achieve. 

Some, perhaps, had low expectations of what 
Coach & Bus 2004 could deliver, but visitors and 
exhibitors alike can have few doubts. 

Yes it was a smaller show than recent years, but it 
was nonetheless significant, proving that a regular 
shop window is not only wanted, but it can 
contribute 
immeasurably to 
boosting the image 
of the industry in 
the eyes of some 
important decision 
makers. It deserved 
the support that 
exceeded 
expectations. 


Mike Morgan 
Editor 
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XCELLENCE within 

the coach and bus 
industry will be 
recognised at the first 
route Excellence Awards, 
which are scheduled for 
Wednesday 5 October, 2005. 
The glittering event 
coincides with next year’s 
industry show, Coach & Bus 
Live, and it will take place at 


the National Motorcycle 
Museum, which is convenient 
for the NEC. 

The route Excellence 


Awards are specifically for 
coach and bus operators 
throughout the UK, providing 
an opportunity to put you and 
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your company in the running 
for the ultimate accolade of 
being voted the best in the 
business. 

The entry process starts in 
January and you will have until 
the end of April to complete 
and return a questionnaire. 
We will not make the process 
onerous, but we will be asking 
some pertinent questions. 
Our main concerns cover the 
following: what has been 
achieved in the recent past; 
current performance; future 
intentions and your ability to 
meet these ambitions. 

There are || categories 
covering the full spectrum of 


coach and bus operation. 

The categories cover three 
sizes of coach operator, and 
three sizes of bus operator. In 
addition we will be 
recognising those who have 
made special efforts to 
provide exceptional service 
for passengers with mobility 
difficulties. 

Also, we will not forget the 
importance of the people 


responsible for your 
company’s performance. We 
will be looking for 


nominations from operators 
for the best coach manager 
and the best bus manager. 
Then there's a special award 


Your chance to be 


The/routeONE Excellence Awards will 
attract an top level audience with 


that will be reserved for that 
one person (or company) 
who stands out from the 


crowd. 
The route 


industry. 


The process will be co- 


ordinated from the route 
office and, as route 


and Ron Whittle. 


Mark will be remembered 


Excellence 
Awards will be judged by a 
select judging panel who have 
been appointed because they 
have a wealth of experience in 
and beyond the coach and bus 


Editor, 
| will moderate the judging 
panel, which will consist of: 
Mark Thomas, David Marsh 


operators as the focal point 


as the man who led Western 
Travel from its origins as part 
of the National Bus Company 
to a major player in the south 
Midlands before its sale to 
Stagecoach. David was in 
charge of Reynard Pullman 
before its sale in 1990 to the 
Rider Group for whom he 
worked as Managing Director 
before leaving to become a 
founder of the Yorkshire 
Association of Business 
Angels. Ron is well-known 
among the coaching fraternity 
for his dedicated commitment 
to the industry through the 
Confederation of Passenger 
Transport and the 


What, where, 


and when 
The 2005 route 


Excellence Awards will be 


held at the National Motorcycle 


Museum in the evening of 
Wednesday 5 October 


judging 

The panel will be co-ordinated 
by Editor, Mike Morgan. 

It will include: 

Mark Thomas — former MD 
Western Travel 

David Marsh — former MD 
Rider York 


Ron Whittle — former senior 
partner Whittle Coach 


The time scale 


Entry forms go out with 
route — January 2005 
Deadline for entries — end of 
April 2005 

Judges meet to determine 
shortlist - May 2005 
Independent business 
adviser’s visits — June 2005 
Final decisions — Summer 2005 
Awards Presentation — 
October 2005 


The categories 


Coach Operator of the 


Year — |-10 vehicles 
Coach Operator of the 
Year — | |-30 vehicles 


Coach Operator of the 
Year — 3|-plus vehicles 
Bus Operator of the Year 
— |-10 vehicles 

Bus Operator of the Year 
— | 1-30 vehicles 

Bus Operator of the Year 
— 3|-plus vehicles 
Accessible Coach 
Operator of the Year 
Accessible Bus 
Operator of the Year 
Coach Manager of the 
Year 

Bus Manager of the Year 
Special Award 
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a winner 


International Road Transport 
Union (IRU) while continuing 
to run the family business 
before its sale to EYMS earlier 
this year. 

Once the entries have 
rolled in, the judging process 
will start in May. 

You will be invited to enter 
for the Awards on a form, 
which will be designed to give 
the judges all the information 
necessary for them to 
appraise the quality of the 
entry. The information will 
then be verified by the 
independent auditor who will 
also expect to discover what 
it is about either the company 
or the individual that makes 
them special. 

At their first meeting the 
judges will assess the entry 
forms. Their aim will be to 
narrow down the entries to 
produce a short-list that will 
then go to an appointed 
independent business auditor 
who will be tasked with 
auditing all of the front- 
runners. 

By June a picture will start 
to emerge. You will be told if 
you are shortlisted and the 
adviser will report back to the 
judging panel so that the final 
decision can be made during 
the summer. 

The judges will then decide 
the winners, but the results 
will be a closely guarded 
secret until they are 
announced at our gala dinner 
on 5 October, 2005 within the 
very special atmosphere of the 
National Motorcycle Museum. 

The choice of location is 
geared to the fact that the 
reformatted show for 
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Now is the time to start 
thinking about your entry. 


Don't leave it until you first 
see the entry form. Instead, 
give yourself time to think 


about what makes your 
business, and your managers, 
exceptional. Then you will be 
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“Unfortunately the MD can’t collect 
his company’s award for punctuality 
as he’s currently held up in traffic!” 


2005, Coach & Bus Live, will 
be at the adjacent 
National Exhibition Centre, 
Birmingham. Consequently 
there will be two major 
events that will tie-together 
conveniently for show 
exhibitors and visitors alike. 
With last week’s Coach & 
Bus 2004 came a reminder 
that UK coach and bus shows 
will take a totally new direction 
from next year: Coach & Bus 
goes ‘live’ in 2005 and 
European in 2006. And 
will bring you our 
Excellence Awards. It will be 
an event where partners will 


route 


prepared to make a 
compelling entry when the 
form arrives. 

The routeONE Excellence 
Awards are a_ golden 
opportunity to raise standards 
and reward the finest in coach 
and bus operation. 

We expect a full-house at 
the National Motor Museum 
to hear the names of those 
who have been judged top in 


be welcome. 

Don't forget. The route 
Excellence Awards will honour 
the best coach and bus 
operators in a variety of 
categories, and will include 
categories for both coach and 
bus operators, with the 
opportunity too for coach and 
bus managers to shine. 

The awards will be 
presented at a glittering dinner 
on the first evening of the 
show, making a_ great 
opportunity to stay for both 
days and have a wonderful 
evening in the company of 
friends and colleagues. 


their field. But the whole 
industry will share this 
celebration of excellence. 
Competition for the || 
categories is guaranteed to be 
intense because there will be 
real value in taking part. Not 
only will it aid the process of 
improving your own business, 
but it will also encourage you 
to stop and think about how 
and what you have achieved. 


top stories 
Dunn-Line to float next 
month 


EAST MIDLANDS and Durham-based coach and bus 
operator Dunn-Line is planning to float in December 
raising £2m (net of expenses) 


Stunning 
growth in 
Cambridge 


PASSENGER numbers on 

Stagecoach services in 

Cambridge have increased by 

nearly 50% in three years, which is about double the 
rate of passenger 

growth in London 


McNulty urges zero- 
tolerance towards anti- 
social behavior 


TRANSPORT Minister Tony McNulty urged the 
introduction of zero tolerance towards anti-social 
behaviour and said that it should not be seen as inevitable 
that we should have loutish behaviour on buses......PAGE 8 


Trent Barton makes 
attack on publicly- 
funded competition 


TRENT Barton has attacked the use of taxpayers money to 
fund a new service that competes with its commercial 
PAGE 10 


Weavaway takes over 
Hayward’s 


NEWBURY-BASED Weavaway Travel took over Hayward’s 
Coaches of Reading a week last Sunday. Included in the deal 
were four coaches, offices and an operating centre in 
Caversham. All drivers have transferred PAGE [2 


Stagecoach takes 
TaxiBus to Petersfield 


AS FIRST revealed in routeONE, Stagecoach is launching 
its demand-responsive Taxibus service in 
Petersfield PAGE 14 
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Tom Black 
AST MIDLANDS 
and Durham-based 
coach and_ bus 

operator Dunn-Line is 

planning to float in 

December raising £2m 

(net of expenses). 

It will gain a listing on the 
Alternative Investment Market 
(AIM) and some of the money, 
along with a mortgage, will be 
used to fund anew £1.7m East 
Midlands depot. It is also 
considering entering Eastern 
Europe to take advantage of 
privatisation opportunities. In 
the medium term, Bob Dunn 
believes that organic growth 
allied to infill acquisitions could 
more than double revenues to 
£30m. 

Dunn-Line’s advisors, City 
Financial Associates are spend- 
ing October meeting city 
potential investors, prior to 
setting a share price. The 
floatation is planned for early 
December. During _ this 
process, known as the ‘Black 
Period’, financial law prevents 
Dunn-Line its advisors from 
commenting on the flotation 
to the press. 

The move comes just five 
months after Shearings’ 
proposed £100m floatation 
failed due to insufficient inter- 
est (route , News, 24 
June), however, Dunn-Lines 


modest £2m target is less 


‘ demanding. It also follows the 


sale of Dunn-Line Flights to 
Centra last month 
(route , News, 21 Octo- 
ber) for an undisclosed sum. 
The deal included a two years 
non-compete clause in the 
West Midlands area. 

Dunn-Line plans to sell its 
existing Basford depot, 
Nottingham, for housing and 
relocate to a new purpose- 
built site, allowing expansion 
and operational efficiencies. 
Lack of funds means that the 
new site, at an undisclosed 
location near Nottingham, has 
yet to be secured. 

A 20-page investment 
summary by Equity Develop- 
ments reveals that Dunn-Line 
has improved its margins to 
11.7% in the first seven 
months of the financial year to 
30 June 2004, after difficult 
couple of years when margins 
were 4.4% and 2.7%. It is 
reporting an operating profit 
of £760,000 for the first seven 
months on a turnover of 
£6.49m, compared with 
£570,000 for the previous full 
year on a turnover of £1 3m. 

The turnaround reflects 
restructuring in 2002 and 
2003, including the closure of 
several loss-making and 
marginal depots, and a signifi- 
cant reduction in the vehicle 
fleet, leading to better utilisa- 


Stephensons takes more 
/0-seaters Volvo Profiles 


TWO NEW 70-seat Plax- 
ton Profile-bodied Volvo 
B7Rs have been delivered 
to Stephenson’s of Easing- 
wold and are operating a 
North Yorkshire County 
Council school contract 
serving the King James’s 
School, Knares- » 
borough. 

These new 70’s uh 
went into service ji 
last week with a 
photo session 
organised for the 
benefit of the local 
press upon arrival 
at the school. 

As reported in 
a company profile 
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earlier this year (route k 
Feature, 5 August), 70-seat 
coaches are the preferred 
route for the North York- 
shire-based company. This 
follows experience with a 
second-hand 1998 B7Randa 
new 04-reg Profile. 


Profiles carry appropriate branding 


451 KUT} 


| Dunn-Line to float next month 


Flotation will raise funds for new depot 


tion. In the current year, 
Dunn-Line expects to source 
almost 80% of revenues from 
contracts. 

It operates a fleet of 113 
vehicles, including 56 coaches 
of which 29 are on National 
Express work. It holds 125 O- 
licences and the average fleet 
age is 8.3 years. This compares 
with a peak of 250 vehicles, 
including the former Flights 
operation, in the past. It runs 
32 tendered bus routes for 
Nottinghamshire | County 
Councils and 34 schools 
services. In June it employed 
255 drivers, including 38 
recruited from Poland. 

The family-run Dunn-Line 


was formed in 1984 when the 
current Chairman and Chief 
Executive Director Bob Dunn 
and his wife Carol, bought 
the 10-vehicle Netherfield 
Coaches. It gradually 
expanded by acquiring 19 
other businesses, most 
recently the Flights Coach 
Company in March 2002 and 
Durham Travel Services from 
its receiver in November 
2002. 

Following floatation, Bob 
Dunn will remain Chief Exec- 
utive, with Christopher Ross, 
Deputy Chairman of 
Manganese Bronze Holdings 
plc, becoming Non-Executive 
Chairman. 


Hans Smits moves to 
Belgium from Coventry 


EVOBUS (UK) Managing 
Director Hans Smits is 
leaving after six years with 
the Coventry-based 
Mercedes-Benz and Setra 
dealership. 

Mr Smits is returning to live 
in his native Holland. As from 
| March 2005 he is to take up 
the role of Managing Director 
of Evobus Belgium, which is 
currently a daughter company 
of Evobus Holland. 

There will be a one-month 
hand-over period before his 
successor, Oliver Moekesch 
takes over the reins at Evobus 
(UK). Mr Moekesch originates 
from Germany, but is 
currently MD of Evobus 
Switzerland. 


Speaking of his time in 
Coventry, Mr Smits told 
routetl : “I’m immensely 
proud of what has been 
achieved. 

“We're on a record high 
and will have sold 400 coaches 
and buses in 2004. We’ve 
grown from 35 to 135 people 
and turnover is now £75 
million. That's phenomenal 
growth, and I’m proud of it.” 
Although he described the 
move to Belgium as the “next 
challenge” with “a lot of work 
to be done,” Mr Smits admit- 
ted that it won't be easy to 
leave Evobus (UK) behind. He 
said: “I’ve felt perfectly at 
home in the UK, and my chil- 
dren are British.” 


Stunning growth 
in Cambridge 


PASSENGER numbers on 
Stagecoach services in 
Cambridge have increased 
by nearly 50% in three 
years, which is about 
double the rate of passen- 
ger growth in London. 

New figures released this 
week show Stagecoach 
carries more than | 17,000 
passengers a week on the citi 
branded network. 

Statistics released by the 
Department for Transport 
two weeks ago showed that 
bus passenger volumes in 
London increased by 25% 
between 2000-01 and 2003- 
04. The passenger growth on 
Stagecoach services in 
Cambridge from 200! to 
2004 has been 45%. 

Three years ago Stagecoach 
invested more than £4 million 
in a fleet of 40 new low-floor 
MAN Alexander buses, a 
simplified network and fares 
structure, |0-minute turn-up- 
and-go services, comprehen- 
sive marketing and improved 
information for passengers. 

Bus use has also been 


Three years ago Stagecoach invested more than 


boosted by a strong partner- 
ship with Cambridgeshire 
County Council and other 
local organisations and busi- 
nesses, which has included the 
introduction of important bus 
priority measures. 

In the past 12 months, 
Stagecoach has carried more 
than 5.5 million passengers on 
its fleet of 52 buses covering 
seven citi routes. Around 3.8 
million passengers travelled by 
bus in Cambridge before the 
improvements to the bus 
network in November 2001. 

Brian Souter, Chief Execu- 
tive of Stagecoach Group, 
said: “This is one of the most 
remarkable public transport 
success stories ever seen in 
the UK — and even more 
impressive than the growth 
achieved in London. Stage- 
coach took a_ significant 
commercial risk by investing 
millions of pounds three years 
ago in a long-term strategy to 
encourage bus use in 
Cambridge, particularly 


among car users, and that has 
delivered spectacular results.” 


£4 million in a fleet of 40 new low-floor vehicles 
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Shearings-WA rumours resurface 


RUMOURS of a merger 
between coach _ holiday 
giants Shearings and 
Wallace Arnold surfaced 
again at the weekend with 
the Sunday Express claiming 
that a deal was imminent. 

However, Shearings 
Managing Director John 
Slatcher and Wallace Arnold 
Managing Director Stephen 
Barber both said indepen- 
dently: “There is nothing 
different now than what’s 
been going on for the past 
seven years.” 


FIRSTGROUP plc revealed 
that margins for its UK bus 
division slipped from 10.4% 
to 9.6% and blamed the 
summer strike in South 
Yorkshire plus increased 
engineering investment for 
the fall. However, UK bus 
margins are still ahead of 
rail (7.7%) and North 
America (5.2%). 

Strong performance at UK 
rail helped to push pre-tax 
profits up 9% to £62.|m as 
income from its five passenger 
franchises rose | |% in the six 
months to 30 September, 
outperforming First’s expec- 
tations. However, margins and 
profit at its North American 


Frequent predictions of the 
two companies coming 
together are fuelled by the fact 
that they are both funded by 
Venture Capitalists — Bridge- 
point backed the Shearings 
MBO in 1996 and one year 
later 3i invested in Wallace 
Arnold. 

Perceived wisdom suggests 
that the VCs will want to 
realise their investments 
sooner rather than later, and 
Shearings has twice with- 
drawn from planned flotations 
on the Stock Market — 


bus operation fell as a result of 
higher fuel costs and the 
impact of hurricanes. 

First is the UK’s largest bus 
operator with 9,300 vehicles, 
running one-in-five of all local 
bus services. Turnover was up 
7% to £473.|m, but operat- 
ing profit was down from 
£46.2m to £45.4m. First says 
that the South Yorkshire strike 
cost £3m in lost profit and its 
£3m investment in engineer- 
ing to improve reliability also 
impacted on results. 

First’s London operation 
comprises 45% of the Bus 
Division turnover and a site for 
anew depot at Dagenham has 
been bought. It revealed that 


routeONE 


famously in the wake of 9/1 | 
and most recently earlier this 


year. 
It is an open secret that 
external financial advisers 


regularly explore growth 
opportunities for the two 
companies and that a Shear- 
ings-WA merger is one option 
being explored. 

Consequently there may 
well be a coming together at 
some stage. 

Nevertheless the current 
rumours are dismissed as “no 
more than speculation.” 


First's bus margins slip 


its ‘ftr’ concept, using Wright- 
bus’ StreetCar (routeONE, 
News, 30 September), to be 
piloted in Yorkshire, has 
attracted positive interest 
from Sheffield, Leeds, York, 
Glasgow, Manchester, Bristol 
and Swansea. 

Despite First’s strong focus 
on railways, its UK bus oper- 
ations account for nearly 40% 
of its turnover and generate 
48% of its profit. UK rail is 
37% of turnover and 36% of 
profit, with North America 
generating 24% of turnover 
and 15% of its profits. The 
market reacted positively to 
the results, sending the shares 
up 20.25p to 308.75p. 
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McNulty urges zero-tolerance 
towards anti-social behaviour 


Tom Black 


RANSPORT Minister 

Tony McNulty urged 

the introduction of 
zero tolerance towards 
anti-social behaviour and 
said that it should not be 
seen as inevitable that we 
should have loutish 
behaviour on buses. 

He was addressing more 
than 150 delegates in his 
keynote speech at a confer- 
ence at the University of 
Liverpool last Tuesday aimed 
at dealing with anti-social 
behaviour and crime on 
public transport. 

The conference, the first 
of its kind in recent years, 
organised by Merseytravel 
and hosted by its Chief Exec- 
utive and Director General 
Neil Scales, was an initiative 
by the Department for 
Transport’s Safer Travel on 
Buses and Coaches Panel 
(STOP). It was attended by 
operators, local authorities, 
passenger transport execu- 
tives, police trade unions and 


Government departments. 

Mr McNulty spoke of the 
need to show bus industry 
staff respect. He was adamant 
that drivers and passengers 
should demand a safe envi- 
ronment and safe travel. He 
emphasised that he was 
pleased with the way that 
STOP is working and the 
strategy it had come up with. 
He was emphatic that part- 
nership between the industry, 
trade unions, local govern- 
ment and passengers was the 
best way to develop safer 
public transport. 

He believes one of the 
weakest links in safe travel 
was perhaps the walk to a bus 
stop. The Minister finished by 
saying that the bus was the 
‘workhorse of the commu- 
nity’ and that bus crews’ 
security must be seen as a 
priority. 

Travel West Midlands 
(TWM) spokesman Phil Bate- 
man contributed to the 
conference with a presenta- 
tion explaining how its Oper- 
ation Safer Travel partnership 


First and Stagecoach 


win awards 


FIRST won the ‘Scottish Public 
Transport Operator of the 
Year’ award and Stagecoach 
won ‘Innovation of the Year’ at 
this year’s Scottish Transport 
Awards last Monday, hosted 
by Professor David Begg 
Chairman of the Commission 
for Integrated Transport. 

First was recognised for 
progress on a variety of fronts 
including partnership ventures 
with Aberdeen City Council and 
a £4 million investment in 20 
new artics to make the 
Aberdeen fleet almost 100% 
low floor. First was also recog- 
nised for its emphasis on safety 
and staff training and for consis- 
tently topping the national indus- 
try ratings since the company 
was formed following bus de- 
regulation in 1986. 

First in Aberdeen Managing 
Director George Mair 


8 || November 2004 routeONE 


in Scotland 


commented: “Thanks to the 
hard work and commitment of 
our staff, we are absolutely 
delighted to have won this 
national award against some 
serious competition. It goes 
some way to recognising the 
various changes we have imple- 
mented to improve our bus 
service in Aberdeen.” 

Stagecoach picked up its third 
major award for the UK’s first 
low-cost inter-city bus service 
- megabus.com - as the most 
innovative transport project. 
The service offers travel 
between 30 towns and cities 
across the UK and has carried 
more than |.2 million passen- 
gers since its launch last year. 
Routes in Scotland cover Inver- 
ness, Aberdeen, Perth, Dundee, 
Edinburgh and Glasgow, with 
links to Manchester and 
London. 


gz" Lennon Airport 
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Launching the Airlink 89 prior to the conference are: 
Transport Minister Tony McNulty, Merseytravel 
Chairman Cllr Mark Dowd and Merseytravel Chief 
Executive and Director General Neil Scales 


between TWM and Travel 
Dundee worked with West 
Midlands Police and Tayside 
Police. 

The conference, which had 
standing room only, was 
highly successful and there 
were calls for the DfT to 
organise a similar one next 
year to see how much 
progress had been made. 

Prior to the conference 
the Minister launched an 
improved bus service linking 
St Helens with Liverpool John 


Lennon Airport. Branded 
Airlink 89, it has been backed 
with more than £500,000 
from the Department for 
Transport’s Urban Bus Chal- 
lenge (Kickstart) in a partner- 
ship between Merseytravel 
and Arriva North West and 
Wales. Using eight new 
Wrightbus $B120s, it 
increases the frequency from 
two to three buses an hour 
and extends the journey to 
the airport from its former 
terminus at Speke. 


Speed limiters mandatory 
for smaller PSVs from 2005 


THE Government is extend- 
ing speed limiter legislation 
to cover all new PSVs - 
including minibuses - under 
legislation that comes into 
effect from | January 2005. 

However, exemptions for 
vehicles used only in the UK 
means that introduction for 
vehicles under 5t GVW, first 
used on/from | January 2005, is 
delayed until | January 2008. All 
new PSVs over 5t GVW used 
on/from | January 2005 must 
have speed limiters “set so the 
stabilised speed cannot exceed 
100km/h.” This subtle change 
from the previous wording of 
a “set speed of 100km/h” 
means that where the regula- 
tion applies retrospectively (for 
Euro 3 vehicles between 7.5t 
and |0t), the limiter must be 
reset. 

The legislation enacts an EU 
directive, and following consul- 


tation, the Department for 
Transport has decided to adopt 
the maximum flexibility by 
allowing transitional periods. 

Additionally, PSVs under | 0t 
used from | October 2001 
(Euro 3) must have speed 
limiters fitted (if not already 
fitted or in operation). If used 
on international work, the regu- 
lations apply from | January 
2006. If restricted to national 
operations, they are exempted 
until | January 2007. 

Vehicles which cannot reach 
100km/h are exempt and the 
existing regulations for coaches 
over |10t GVW used before | 
January 2005 are unchanged. 
The fitting of a limiter excludes 
the vehicle from the outside 
lane of three and four-lane 
motorways. The regulations 
also require goods vehicles over 
3.5t to be fitted with limiters to 
restrict them to 90km/h. 


Supplying parts for ALL 
coaches, specialising in 


NEL Ae 
Mercedes MAN 


‘Even if you think the item you 
=— require is a ‘main dealer’ 

see Only part. 

If they can get it, so can we. 


(Access to over 130,000 parts) 
iif ae? Pa 


ae y/ 


Product knowledge, first class service and Original Equipment parts 
The Genuine Alternative 


HEAVY DUTY PART 


LIMITED ae vind 


<4E@ Call 01427 881109 GSS 
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Trent Barton makes attack on 
publicly-funded competition 


Tom Black 


RENT Barton has 

attacked the use of 

taxpayers money to 
fund a new service that 
competes with its 
commercial network. 

The new service 2 - funded 
by Urban Bus Challenge 
money won by Nottingham- 
shire County Council - starts 
on 22 November, running half- 
hourly, six days a week 
between Sherwood Business 
Park and Mansfield via 
Annesley, Woodhouse, 


VAI Bad 


CUSTOMS and Excise is 
seeking the views of 
businesses on the VAT Bad 
Debt Relief Scheme (BDR) 
which enables _VAT- 
registered businesses, 
under certain conditions, 
to recover VAT they have 
declared and paid, but 
where their customer has 


Nuncargate, Kirkby and 
Sutton Junction. It is operated 
by Dunn-Line on a five-year 
minimum contract. 

Trent Barton’s Ashfield 
operation has already been 
weakened by the Nottingham 
tram, and it says this latest 
development “will do further 
damage and comes as a bitter 
blow.” 

Commercial Director lan 
Morgan says: “This is a serious 
competitive attack. Our 
success will be judged by the 
number of customers who 
stay loyal to us and do not use 
this substantial competing 


service. We might then be 
able to persuade the County 
Council's officers to work in 
partnership with us to grow 
existing markets and develop 
new services, rather than 
trying to bolster marginal 
activities with customers 
poached from us.” 

“To add insult to injury, we 
now hear that new shelters 
are to be installed — not for 
our pioneering rainbow 
brands which carry millions of 
customers a year, but for the 
new service 2. Our protests 
to Nottinghamshire County 
Council’s officers have been 


swept aside.” 

The company has warned 
that undermining the 
commercial network will 
produce a kick-back and that 
worsening margins could 
cause an already weak service 
in a different area to become 
unsustainable. “Whatever 
should happen, the problem 
will have to fall squarely upon 
the local authority,” says the 
company, “We will make it 
absolutely clear that they 
have the responsibility of 
picking up the pieces when 
more and more bus services 
start to fall.” 


Debt Relief Scheme review 


failed to pay them. 

Martin Gordon, the 
Customs official co-ordinating 
the review told route 
“Feedback from business is 
essential in reviewing current 
policy and will ensure 
businesses have their say 
ahead of any future changes.” 

A number of changes have 


Sixty drivers gain NVQs 


SIXTY drivers from First’s 
seven Manchester depots 
were presented with 
‘Transporting Passengers by 
Road’ NVQ certificates at a 
special awards evening 
hosted by the company. 

“It’s a credit to the 


continually growing numbers of 
our staff, that so many are 
committed to the process of 
acquiring NVQs. It takes a lot of 
time and effort, but everyone in 


the team is determined to 
qualify and play their full part to 
ensure that the service we 
provide meets our customer’s 
expectations,” said Regional 
Commercial Director Russell 
Gard. 

The NVQ programme is 
delivered by First’s in-house 
training and development team, 
with external assessments by 
Accrington and Rossendale 
College, and Skills Solution. 


First Manchester drivers at the NVQ awards evening 


10 || November 2004 rouUteONE 


been made to the BDR 
scheme over the past two 
years, making alterations to 
how the scheme operates in 
certain circumstances. It is 
these changes particularly that 
are being assessed. However, 
Customs also wishes to allow 
those who have been, or who 
think they might be in the 


Stagecoach launches ‘popin 


future, affected by BDR a 
chance to put their point of 
view. 

Contributions should be 
sent to Martin Gordon, Policy 
Group, HM Customs and 
Excise, 22 Upper Ground, 
London, SE! 9P} or e-mailed 
to martin.gordon@hmce.gsi. 
gov.uk by 30 November. 
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Kick Start brings ‘popin’ to Swindon 


STAGECOACH West has 
launched enhanced ‘popin’ 
routes 6, 7 and 8 connect- 
ing, Kingsdown, Highworth 
and Freshbrook to Swindon. 

The improvements were 
funded by Stagecoach as a 
commercial Kick Start scheme. 

It has early morning and 
evening timings and frequencies 
of 10 minutes using branded 
low-floor buses. 

Stagecoach West Managing 
Director lan Manning told 
route “Following our 
success in 2003 when our 
Swindon operation was one of 
the top 10 fastest growing bus 
networks in the UK, we are 
delighted to make this major 


investment which offers real 
benefits to bus users.” 

Stagecoach says that Kick 
Start is “driven by the entre- 
preneurial expertise of regional 
bus operators who carry the 
business risk and have an 
incentive to grow passenger 
volumes.” There are two types. 
One involves a_ three-year 
partnership with local govern- 
ment to operate a specific level 
of improved service. A public 
investment profile, based on 
passenger growth projections, 
is agreed at the outset, and the 
investment subsidy is reduced 
year on year. The other is the 
commercial approach funded 
entirely by Stagecoach. 


Whatever designs you have on your business 
we've designed a coach for you 


Sweeping curves, modern lines - Optare’s coaches are 
designed to delight. From the stylish Soroco to the great value 
Bonito, our mini-coaches offer a level of finish normally only 
found on prestige tourers. With a choice of air-conditioning, 
double glazing, TV/video, washroom and _ refreshments 
facilities, the award-winning Nouvelle and luxurious Solera 
redefine midi-coach specification. But we don't just design our 
coaches to keep passengers happy. Proven drivelines and 
economic engines help reduce your operating costs, while our 


UniTec aftersales division provides all the parts, servicing and 


support you need to keep your vehicles up and running. 
We even offer attractive part exchange deals so, whatever 
designs you have on your business, there’s an Optare 


designed just for you. 


Optare Coach Sales, Denby Way, Hellaby, Rotherham, S66 8HR Telephone 01709 535100 e-mail info@optare.com Website www.optare.com 
A division of Optare Group Ltd. Leeds 


routeONE 


Andy Izatt 


EWBURY-BASED 
Ni Weavaway Travel 

took over Hayward’s 
Coaches of Reading a week 
last Sunday. Included in the 
deal were four coaches, 
offices and an operating 
centre in Caversham. All 
drivers have transferred. 

Weavaway Partner, Simon 
Weaver told route)NE that 
family-owned Hayward’s, 
which has been operating in 
Reading for 35 years, had 
established a solid private hire 
and schools portfolio. 

Two Weavaway _hi-spec 
Bova Futuras have already 
been re-branded in distinctive 
new ‘Haywards Reading & 


ard’s 


Basingstoke’ livery. 

Weavaway was established 
in 1997 with two coaches, and 
rapidly grew following the take 
over of the Chieveley-based 
Bennetts business of Alfa 
Travel in 2001. 

The fleet is now 26, 
operating from bases at 
Chieveley and Greenham 
Common, and amongst the 
company’s specialties are 
home-to-school transport and 
private charters. 

Said Mr Weaver: “This is a 
tremendous starting point for 
us to explore the business 
opportunities that we have 
identified in both towns. By 
expanding Hayward’s 
coverage into Basingstoke we 
are effectively creating a new 
player in the market, offering a 


1 ae | a 


Hay warns 
READING 4 SASINGETOKE 
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quality product. 

“We believe very firmly in 
product differentiation 
through branding. Our stage 
carriage operations carry the 
‘Newbury & District’ name 
whilst our 106-seat ex-Hong 
Kong school buses have been 
painted yellow and branded 
‘Noah Vale’. Even within the 
Weavaway private charter 
fleet, our four new 70-seat 
Volvo Plaxtons used 
exclusively for school groups 
are branded ‘The Class of 70’ 


Weavaway takes over 


as opposed to A World of a 
Difference’ carried on our 
frontline coaches. 

“As such the totally new 
Hayward’s identity will fit 
neatly into our overall strategy 
and enable us to continue to 
grow the private charter side 
of our business. We believe in 
the family firm ethos we share 
with Hayward’s Coaches and 
know that our — clients 
appreciate the personal 
attention and high quality 
service which results from it.” 


Call for free schools transport to museums 


SCOTLAND’S museums 
and galleries are calling for 
schoolchildren to get free 
transport to museums as 
part of their ‘cultural 


i rights.’ 


The call has come from 
Director of the Scottish 
Museums Council (SMC) 
Joanne Orr, whose members 
run 250 museums across 


Scotland. She said: “Notionally 
it would be a minimum of two 
trips a year,” and cited a pilot 
scheme in Durham, where the 
local authority takes children 
to look at public art. 


Children should be 
guaranteed access to a “quality 
experience,” she said. 


“Schools have to work within 
their curriculum, but there’s a 


Strikes stopped award 
entry says Trent Barton 


TRENT BARTON has 
revealed that last year’s 
drivers’ strikes led it to 
decide not to enter this 


year’s Bus __ Industry 
Awards. 

Head of Communications 
Melvyn Hopwood _ told 
route : “Last year, after a 


record-breaking third success 
as Bus Operator of the Year, 
we gave everyone on our 
1,000 strong team a £50 
Marks & Spencer — gift 
voucher, as a celebratory 
gesture of thanks. Within a 
couple of weeks we had 
three successive Saturday 
strikes by Trent (not Barton) 
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Transport & General Workers 
Union (T&G) members.” 

Managing Director Brian 
King added: “We decided not 
to enter because we found 
that winning has _ raised 
expectations (that the Best 
Bus Company in the country 
has to pay the best wages in 
the industry) amongst some 
of our staff which we cannot 
meet.” 

Ironically, former T&G 
General Secretary Sir Bill 
Morris is to present this 
year’s prizes at the Bus 
Industry Awards ceremony at 
the Park Lane Hilton Hotel, 
London, on 18 November. 


real richness on their doorstep 
if it can be accessed properly. 
You've got collections all over 
the country, but they can’t be 
seen. Kids are entitled to so 
many swims a year, and they 
have developed minimum 
standards of physical 
education in schools.” 

The SMC was speaking as 
the voice of a Scottish 


museums and _ galleries 
working group, formed to 
help the Cultural Commission 
explore the nebulous idea of 
“cultural rights” or 
“entitlements” embraced by 
the Scottish Executive. The 
group cited the example of a 
museum service in North 
Lanarkshire that offers free 
transport to schools. 


Councils acts to fill gaps 


DORSET County Council 
acted swiftly to fill a 
shortfall in services created 
when Wiltshire-based 
Frontera ceased operating 
commercial services be- 
tween Yeovil, Shillingstone, 
Gillingham and Sturmin- 
ster, apparently with only a 
short letter as notice of 
what was happening. 
Dorset County Council’s 
Peter Impett told routeONE 
the routes had been taken over 
by Frontera from Linco Travel 
around six months ago. Their 
loss had been particularly 
serious for villagers in Stourton 
Caundle who had been left 
without public transport. By 
mutual agreement, Frontera 
ceased being one of the local 


authority’s school bus con- 
tractors around a month ago. 

At Dorset’s request, both 
Shaftsbury & District (S&D) 
and Damory Coaches are 
introducing subsidised altern- 
atives linking communities to 
Yeovil on certain days of the 
week. S&D has also extended 
one of its shopper services to 
Bath at the request of 
Wiltshire County Council to 
compensate for the re-routing 
of National Express route 333. 
The S&D service has also been 
increased from one Saturday a 
month to every Saturday. Mr 
Impett added that he felt that 
there should be a consultation 
process before a bus service is 
withdrawn, similar to that for 
rail routes. 


a IO 


Since we introduced the Scania Irizar PB 
in 2002, owners, drivers and passengers 


have stood up and taken notice, giving it 


great reviews. So have the trade press and 
many other objective observers. 

And it’s easy to understand why. On the design side, 
this coach goes its own way. It stands out in the 


crowd and passengers expect more from the very 


ZQZIRIZAR 


moment they climb aboard. The coach design 
reduces air drag, too, and combined with Scania’s 
appreciated powertrain it provides superb fuel 
economy. 

So honestly, we’re not surprised that the Scania 
Irizar PB has received the prestigious Coach of the 
Year award for 2004. We’re very proud, though. 


When can you come down for a test drive? 
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Stagecoach takes TaxiBus 


to Petersfield& 


Mike Morgan 


AS FIRST revealed in 
route , Stagecoach is 
launching its demand- 
responsive Taxibus service 
in Petersfield. 

This latest initiative is in 
association with _ sister 
company South West Trains, 
and is the first of its kind in 
England. 

The Petersfield Town 
Mayor, Cllr Brian Dutton, 
and the mayoress travelled 
to Petersfield station aboard 
one of the Mercedes-Benz 


SKILLS Holidays, the 
Nottingham tour operator, 
2005 
summer brochure in which, 
for the first time, there are 
travel options that allow 
air travellers to join regular 


Vito eight-seater TaxiBuses 
to officially launch the service 
on Tuesday (9 November). 

Stagecoach first launched 
Taxibus in Scotland on a 
demand-responsive service 
between Dunfermline and 
Edinburgh. 

The new service operates 
in much the same way with 
passengers living in the 
TaxiBus area that wish to 
travel to Petersfield station 
calling a central hotline 
number and arrange to be 
picked up from outside their 
door or near their home by 
the TaxiBus. The area covers 


Available for seven nights 
by air and nine by coach, the 
destinations are Lake Garda 
and the Catalan Coast. 

Jo Appleby, Skills’ tour 
specialist, says these are 
aimed at people who want a 
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Taxibus: first launched between Dunfermline and Edinburgh 


Sheet, Pulens Lane, Rival 
Moor, Penns Place, Moggs 
Mead, The Heath and Herne 
Farm. 

The service combines taxi 
and bus travel, meaning a 
regular service from a 


coach but who want relatively 
little outward and return 
journey time. “Travelling by 
scheduled airline from a 
convenient airport, we are 
offering this option at a 
maximum of £100 above the 


convenient location, and 
fares of just £1 each way and 
50p for children after 
0820hrs. The service is 
available from early morning 
to mid-evening on 
weekdays. 


Skills offers holiday connections to coaches by air 


airline fares change a lot in line 
with demand and marketing 
opportunities. We make a 


promise to cut our air fare 
supplement to whatever is the 
going rate for air travel on the 
day of purchase. So, if it’s a 


coach holidaymakers at their _ fully 
continental destination. 


75th anniversaries 
for Cheltenham 
District and 
Gloucester 


STAGECOACH West celebrated the 
75th anniversary of both the 
Cheltenham District Traction 
Company and first motor bus 
operation in Gloucester last month 
with the operation of 20 historic 
buses on key routes. 

Vintage buses arrived from as far as 
Carlisle to operate routes connecting 
Cheltenham and Gloucester as well as a 
special half hourly service via 
Shurdington or Birdlip Hill. Lodekkas and 
Bristol REs also operated on routes 5, 9 
and 71 in Gloucester and routes D, 27 
and 41 in Cheltenham. 

Many of the vehicles were originally 
built in Bristol and displayed the 
distinctive green livery of the Bristol 
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chaperoned tour 
programme in 


eritage Corner ff 


normal price. 
their own 


Cheltenham and Gloucester anniversaries marked in style 


Omnibus Company. Vintage buses in 
Stroud Valley livery or the traditional 
cream and red colours of Cheltenham 
District also brought a touch of colour 
and nostalgia to Gloucestershire streets, 
some crewed on the day by former 
drivers and conductors. 

Commenting on the event, lan 
Manning, Managing Director of 
Stagecoach West, told routeONE: “The 
day was a resounding success despite the 
unfavourable weather. The arrival of so 


“However, we realise that 


£19.99 flight, that’s all the 
Skills holidaymaker will pay.” 


many vintage buses driving around 
Cheltenham and Gloucester clearly 
captured the imagination of the public, 
as sales of our unlimited travel one-day 
tickets increased by over 10%. We 
enjoyed considerable positive local 
newspaper and TV coverage both 
before and on the day of the event; 
and it was great to see some friendly 
faces coming out of retirement for the 
day to operate some of our bus 
services once more.” 


ALL ROADS LEAD TO EXCEL 


TEL: 01302 888 8II 


FAX: 01302 888 900 
EMAIL: sales@excelconversions.co.uk 
WEB: www.excelconversions.co.uk 


PETER Mobile: SHELLEY Mobile: 
07769 705352 07769 705350 


Excel Conversions Ltd, Unit 5, Century Close, 
Kirk Sandhall Ind Est, Doncaster, DN3 ITR 


Volvo Bus Ltd 


¢ A wide selection of high quality 
used vehicles 


Refinishing carried out to \ 
y 


specification 

An unrivalled range of finance 
options to fund the purchase and 
running of your vehicles 


Call the sales hotline 01509 217777 
or your Area Sales Manager: 

Gerry Johnson (NE & Scot) 07776 161782 
Philip Illingworth (NW) 07776 161781 
John Dover (SE) 07901 513859 
David St son (SW & Wal) 07776 161780 
Angela Mee (ireland) 07966 502455 


Andy Page (Finance) 07966 158130 


Volvo Bus Ltd 
Brisco Avenue, Loughborough, Leics 
www.volvobuses.volvo.co.uk 
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Discovering new friends 


THE WHISPERER was interested in a snippet about two 
coach and bus industry employees who both work at a 
major call centre somewhere close to the centre of 
Birmingham. 

They decided to take a 'busman’s holiday' when they 
booked a coach tour of America and Canada. But they 
found out that they were even closer to home when, 
after a few days, they discovered that their newly 
found ‘holiday friends' were in fact another employee 
and her partner. 

The Whisperer understands that it actually took 
them a few days to work out that they were in the 
same company. 


Window mystery solved 


THERE WAS this driver, Mad Mo they called him; a bit 
of a rough diamond, go anywhere, do anything for you. 
Mo was one of those blokes who never seemed to have 
much good luck though. 

Because Mo lived at Waterloo, his car used to get 
broken into quite frequently. His driver’s side window 
was particularly prone to this. The third time it 
happened, he phoned in and told his employer, so they 
got the local windscreen replacement gang round with 
a new window for when he arrived at work. 

Mo observed that they were pretty tidy thieves this 
time; they hadn’t actually pinched anything, and they 
cleaned up all the broken glass too! Even the 
windscreen gang thought it unusual. They set to work 
removing the interior door trim, only to find an intact 
driver’s side window had fallen off its runner! 


Is the truth really much 
stranger than fiction? 


THE WHISPERER overheard a conversation the other 
week from an operator who unfortunately had a bus 
driven by an agency driver involved in a fatal accident, 
he had another bus involved in a collision the 
following day, also driven by an agency driver. 

He dispatched his engineer out in the company van 
to investigate. On the way, the engineer also had an 
RTA, skidded on some grass on the road and collided 
with a van driven by an Asian gentleman. 

When they exchanged details, it turned out that the 
Asian gentleman ran the newsagents stand at the 
station where the headlines on the placards carried 
the news about the previous day’s fatal accident. . . 


Have you got any industry whispers? 


The Whisperer has an ear for industry gossip. Funny, 
serious, or just tongue-in-cheek, please pass it on. 
Discretion is assured! If you’ve heard any rumours then 


let me know with a quick e-mail: the.whisperer@route- 


one.net or care of mike.morgan@route-one.net 
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Letters 


Morgan, Editor, route 


The Editor would be delighted to receive your opinions either by e-mail: 
mike.morgan@route-one.net or fax: 0870 241 8891 or by post to: Mike 
, Expo Publishing, Suite 4, Century House, 
Towermead Business Park, Fletton, Peterborough PE2 9DY 


Why not confiscate rogue vehicles? 


Letter of the WEEK 


IT SEEMS the problem of rogue 
operators is a sore point for many of us 
judging by the many letters on the 
subject in route). 

| agree that they should be shopped by 
those of us who do the job properly, but 
what | object to is the lack of effort on 
VOSA's part in bringing the culprits to 
book. It seems to me that they are 
prepared to police the genuine operators 
and come down hard on them for the 
slightest fault, but have little or no interest 
in chasing and catching the ‘fly by nights’ 
in their flea-bitten old Transits. 

Surely VOSA would benefit from some 
prominent headlines from local media if 
they haul in these characters. Really, what 
is more important to the travelling public 
VOSA is there to protect? An operator 
with the proper licence, insurance, road 
tax, qualified drivers, etc, being pulled 


Respond quickly 


DVLA is proposing to levy a tax on every 
vehicle regardless of whether it is used or 
not. The SORN document or road tax 
reminder form would incur an annual 
charge of £4.50, which amounts to a vehicle 
tax on top of the existing road fund licence. 

Details can be found by visiting 
www.fbhvc.co.uk where a petition can be 
downloaded which should be returned by the 
end of November. DVLA has invited 
comments on their proposals via 
donna.woods@dvla.gsi.gov.uk, but the 
deadline is 8 November, and | don't know 
whether they would accept anything after this 
date. 

Any operator who stores a line of redundant 
vehicles at the back of the garage, or the major 
operator who retains a large reserve fleet could 
also incur these charges and every year they 
could be increased as part of the budget. 
£4.50 now, £10 in two years? 


David Gamble, 
Ponteland, Northumberland 


over at the motorway services and having 
an insignificant fault, or an individual 
with none of the above but still taking 
money from an unsuspecting public? 

As yet there haven't been any 
comments from the VOSA in the columns 
of route in response to this important 
topic. | would like to hear what they have 
to say about it and challenge them to do 
so. For what it is worth, here’s my 
suggestion. Confiscate on the spot any 
vehicle being used for hire and reward 
without the necessary licences. Yes, this 
will mean working after tea-time on a 
Friday and Saturday night, but doing so 
would send out the right signals to rogue 
operators and public alike, and that is not 
to do it ‘on the cheap’. Let’s await their 
reply. 


Alan Davis, Stroud Omnibus, 
Stroud 


‘What a success’ 


NOT only was the Coach & Bus 2004 
show expertly organised, managed and 
promoted, but it proved to everybody 
involved that operators look forward to, 
and will find time to attend, an annual 
industry show. 

During the peak times (1030hrs to 
1430hrs), all off our six staff manning the 
BASE stand were working flat out to 
welcome visitors, and respond to their 
interest. 

These events are a focal point for the 
industry that operators look forward to, 
that enables them to spend time working 
and socialising within, what is a close-knit 
business environment. 

As an independent dealer, we had to 
think long and hard about investing our 
money into promoting our business at this 
show, and our decision has been 
completely vindicated. 


lan Hall, 
B.A.S.E. Coach Sales 


An important one day conference organised by LANDOR CONFERENCES 


The Third. Annual Demand Responsive Transport Conference 


Future realities: 


where now for Demand 
Responsive Transport? 


Wednesday 1 December 2004 
4 Hamilton Place, London W1 


The role of DRT in accessibility planning 
Developing future market niches for DRT 
The Government perspective on DRT 
Developing joint DRT and taxi schemes 


Learning lessons from the rest of Europe 


Speakers include: 


e Steve Grayson, Economic Advisor, 
Department for Transport 

e Tony Cross, Head of Transport Services, 
Lincolnshire County Council 

e Jeff Duffell, Managing Director, 
Mobisoft UK 

e Keith Buchan, Independent Consultant 
and Project Manager for Wiltshire’s 
Wigglybus 

e@ Rauno Moisander, Tampereen Aluetaksi 


Sponsored by: 


For further information please contact 

LANDOR CONFERENCES on 020 7582 0128 or email 
conferencesf{dlandor.co.uk 

View details of our forthcoming conferences and book 
online at 


www.landorconferences.co.uk 


AUTOMATE 
01274 862 700 


MOSELEY GROUP Plc 
LOUGHBOROUGH 


LAST TWO VEHICLES 


1999 Volvo B10M Plaxton Excalibur 
@ Automatic Gearbox @® Air Conditioning 
@ 53 Reclining Seats Mi Audio System 
@ MOT April 2005 @ CHOICE OF TWO 
£80,000.00 


PRICE SUBJECT TO VAT 


For further information, 

contact Marcus Worth 

Telephone: 01509 213232 

Fax: 01509 234600 

or Paul Montague on 07740 075777 
E-mail: amc@amcshepshed.freeserve.co.uk 


routeONE 1! November 2004 17 


routeONE 


Your weekly report by the industry’s leading legal journalist, Mike Jewell, who covers all the 


Liverpool Motor Services licence is 


The 10-vehicle licence held by David Forrest 
trading as Liverpool Motor Services, has 
been revoked by the North Western Traffic 
Commissioner Beverley Bell. 


AVID FORREST, of 
D Nelson Business 

Park, Long Lane, 
Aintree, Liverpool, appeared 
before the Commissioner at 
a Wigan Public Inquiry. He 
was operating 89 registered 
services. 

The Commissioner said that 
two convictions had been 
recorded against Mr Forrest on 
26 October 2000 at Liverpool 
Magistrates Court for failing to 
display an operators licence 
disc for which a fine of £200 
and costs of £85 were ordered. 

On 19 July 2004 Mr Forrest 
sent a fax cancelling all local bus 
service negotiations. 

On 20 July a letter was sent 
to the Compliance Team 
Manager at the North West 
Traffic Area Office by David 
Thomas Consultant on behalf 
of Mr Forrest enclosing a total 
of 32 forms for the cancellation 
of all local bus service 
registrations. The letter stated 
that Mr Forrest still intended to 
operate private and contract 
hire vehicles using a reduced 
fleet of six or seven vehicles. 

James Backhouse, for Mr 
Forrest, said that he was likely 
to go into insolvent bankruptcy 
within the next few days. No 
vehicles were being operated 
and any work that was being 


received was being  sub- 
contracted to three local 
operators. He asked the 


Safete 


Commissioner to allow for a 
new application to be made by 
a new entity which would be 
called A C E Travel (North 
West) Ltd. The Director of that 
company would be Stephen 
Stubbs, the Company 
Secretary would be Alan 
Denson, and the Transport 
Manager would be John Young. 

Vehicle examiner Peter 
Turner said that he conducted a 
maintenance investigation in 
February. Safety inspection 
records were not always fully 
completed, defects indicated 
on inspection records did not 
always show — subsequent 
rectification action or further 
assessment required and 
vehicle condition was 
unsatisfactory. Between 18 
September 1999 and 8 
February 2004 12 immediate 
and seven delayed prohibition 
notices were issued to Mr 
Forrest’s vehicles, one of which 
was ‘S’ marked. 

A daily defect report sheet 
was available for drivers to 
record defects either after the 
daily walk round check or upon 
completion of the daily duty 
and a wall mounted forward 
planning system accurately 
forecasted all safety inspection 
dates due at the specified 
frequency. In the period 14 July 
2002 to 17 July 2004 the initial 
failure rate at annual test was 
40%. The national average 


initial failure rate is 34.85%. 

He concluded that many of 
the defects that were the 
subject of the prohibition 
notices should have been noted 
by the drivers either during the 
daily walk-round check or 
during vehicle use. He 
therefore questioned the 
quality of the daily walk round 
checks and defect reporting. 

A further immediate 
prohibition notice had been 
issued in July 2004. 

Mr Forrest said that as a 
specific result of Mr Turner’s 
findings that he had “called in a 
company to assess and educate 
the drivers” and “that there 
was a three week course for all 
drivers.” He stated that the 
company saw every driver for 
an hour and that he always 
encouraged drivers to make 
defect reports and the like. 

He outlined his problems 
with his insurance premiums 
hence his decision to no longer 
operate registered services. He 
said that he had been in the 
industry for 30 years and was 
very sad to be in that position 
and that hitherto he had had a 
good name for reliability. 

In reply to the 
Commissioner Mr Forrest said 
that he had stopped using all 
vehicles on 19 July 2004. 

Alan Denson said that he 
was employed as_ the 
Operations Manager for David 
Forrest and that he would be 
the Company Secretary of the 
new entity that was making a 
fresh application. 

Asked about the driver 
training, Mr Denson produced 


a number of documents. 

The Commissioner said that 
having looked at those 
documents it was that the East 
Pennine Transport Centre at 
Barnsley had carried out driving 
assessments for each of the 
company’s drivers and that 
these assessments related 
solely to the drivers ability to 
drive a vehicle and did not 
relate to their other obligations 
in respect of daily walk round 
checks. She considered that Mr 
Forrest had tried to mislead her 
by suggesting that the training 
by East Pennine was done 
specifically as a result of the 
problems encountered by Mr 
Turner. 

Questioned by the 
Commissioner, Mr Denson 
confirmed that in fact the driver 
assessment training had been 
carried out by East Pennine, 
simply as a method of reducing 
the price of the insurance 
premiums. He then said that he 
in fact had trained the drivers 
with regard to daily walk round 
checks. Mr Backhouse said that 
the decision to unilaterally cease 
running registered services was 
a straightforward choice 
between running the vehicles 
whilst uninsured or cancelling 
the registrations at short notice. 

The Commissioner said that 
in view of what she had been 
told and the inability to pay 
insurance premiums Mr 
Forrest no longer satisfied the 
financial standing requirement. 
An order for revocation must 
therefore be made. 

She had considered the 
position carefully with regard to 


repute and had concluded that 
the maintenance matters 
referred to by Mr Turner were 
capable of remedy and would 
not on their own lead to a loss 
of repute. She had, however, 
considered the position 
regarding the unilateral 
withdrawal of all registered 
services with no notice at all 
being given to bus passengers. 
Those passengers were 
entitled to rely upon the 
timetables published by the 
operator and when an 
operator decided to withdraw 
a service with no notice to 
them they must have good 
reason to escape an adverse 
finding by the _ Traffic 
Commissioner. An example of 
good reason was where driver, 
public and passenger safety was 
unduly compromised such as 
the type of vandalism suffered 
by some Liverpool operators 
during “Mischief” night. In that 
sort of situation the operator 
who was fit to hold a licence 
withdrew the least number of 
services for the least possible 
time and sought retrospective 
consent forthwith from the 
Commissioner. 

In this case Mr Backhouse 
had sought to persuade her 
that the actions of Mr Forrest 
were that of a prudent 
operator by ensuring that 
vehicles did not operate on the 
public highway —_ without 
insurance. She was not so 
persuaded. The actions of Mr 
Forrest were too little and too 
late. She was satisfied that he 
had known for some time that 
insurance premiums were 


The safety restraints manufacturer 
Tel: 01372 451272 
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likely to be higher than before, 
indeed the ever increasing cost 
of insurance premiums is 
matter that was common 
knowledge with in the 
passenger carrying industry 
generally. The prudent 
operator in possession of such 
knowledge would make 
proper contingency plans and 
was Satisfied that a proper 
contingency plan was not the 
unilateral withdrawal of all 
registered services. 

However, taking account of 
Mr Forrest’s previous history 
she considered that it would 
not be proportionate to find 
that repute had been lost 
completely. Instead she had 
concluded that Mr Forrest,s 
specific conduct with regard to 
the withdrawal of his 
registered services led to a 
finding that his repute was 
severely tarnished. 

She directed that any 
further applications being 
made by Mr Forrest for an O- 
licence and the registration of 
services that the application be 
determined at a public inquiry 
at which he would have to 
satisfy her that he was now a fit 
and proper person to run 
registered services and that 
there was no likelihood of any 
repetition of this unacceptable 
state of affairs. 

Finally, the Commissioner 
said that if any applications for 
a licence were made by either 
David Forrest, ACE Travel 
(North West) Ltd, Stephen 
Stubbs or Alan Denson, they 
would be dealt with by her at 
Public Inquiry. 


The Eastern Deputy Traffic Commissioner | 
| Robert Lockwood has decided not to take 
| any action against the licence held by 
| Cantabrica Coach Holdings Ltd over | 


breaches of the drivers’ 
| tachograph rules, other than to issue the | 


{ 


hours and | 


| company with a warning. 


CANTABRICA COACH 
HOLDINGS, of 9 Elton 
Way, Watford, Herts, 
had been called before 
the Deputy Traffic 
Commissioner Robert 
Lockwood at a Cambridge 
disciplinary inquiry. 
Evidence was given about a 
number of drivers’ hours 
breaches and instances of 
missing mileage found when 
the company’s tachograph 


records were examined in 
November 2002. Misuse of 
the mode switch was fairly 
widespread. A number of 
drivers had not recorded 
travelling to join a coach. 
There were a number of daily 
and weekly rest offences and 
instances of driving for more 
than 44 hours without 45 
minutes break. 

Adjourning the proceedings 
to give the company an 


opportunity to submit firm 
proposals addressing the 
problem of missing tachograph 
records and to have proper 
arrangements in place to 
ensure compliance with the 
drivers’ hours and tachograph 
regulations, the Deputy »>—— 
Commissioner said that | 

the end result must be | 

that the majority of the | 
tachograph records | 
were properly analysed 

and infringements | 
brought ike) the | 
attention of the drivers. 

At the moment there | 
was too high a | 
proportion slipping the | 

net, some 75% not | 
being checked } 
comprehensively. li 


(routeONE, Court Report, 20 
May.) 

When the hearing resumed, 
the Deputy Commissioner 
was Satisfied by the 
procedures the company had 
now put in place. 


No disc costs £1! ,OOO in fines and costs 


Traffic Area Office indicated 


Failing to display an O-licence identity disc 
| in the windscreen of a vehicle has cost | 
Essex bus company W G Services Ltd | 
£1,000 in fines and costs. 


W G_ SERVICES LTD, 
trading as S M Travel, of 
Burnt Mill Industrial 
Estate, Elizabeth Way, 
Harlow, was summonsed 
before the Harlow 
Magistrates but failed to 
appear. 

Anthony Ostrin,prosecuting 
for VOSA, said that traffic 
examiner Peter lronmonger 
had been on duty at a school 
in Bishops Stortford, 


Hertfordshire. An Iveco 32- 
seat bus entered the school 
premises, and pupils alighted. 
The driver questioned by the 
Traffic Examiner stated that 
he was employed by S M 
Travel and was operating a 
route on behalf — of 
Hertfordshire County 
Council. The examiner could 
find no trace of an O-licence 
identity disc being displayed. 
When interviewed, Santo 
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Marino, on behalf of the 
company, had said: “We lost 
five discs, this particular 
vehicle we needed, we did 
apply and we are still waiting 
to hear.” 

When asked how many 
vehicles the company were 
operating on the day in 
question he replied: “We 
need every day to cover 
contracts, we need I] 
vehicles to cover school 
contracts and bus work.” 
Marino accepted that he only 
had discs in his 
possession at that time. 

A statement made by Rob 
Savage from the Eastern 


seven 


that a letter had been 
received by the defendant 
company applying for five 
replacement O-licence disks, 
said Ostrin, but the discs 
were never actually issued. 

Ostrin told the court that 
the maximum penalty for the 
offence was £1,000. The 
offence considered 
serious by the department 
because a bus was involved 
and it necessarily impinged 
upon the safety of passengers. 

The magistrates fined the 
company £750 and ordered it 
to pay £250 prosecution 
costs. 


was 
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Though revoking the licence held by Rai 
Transport (Midlands) Ltd, the West Midland 
Deputy Traffic Commissioner Roger Seymour 
has delayed the implementation of his decision 
for three months to enable the company to be 
restructured and seek a fresh licence. 


DEPUTY Commissioner 


for the West Midland 
Traffic Area, Roger 
Seymour, disqualified 


Amardip Singh Rai, the 
sole director of Rai 
Transport of 298 Soho 
Road, Handsworth, Birming- 
ham, from holding or 
obtaining a PSV O-licence 
for two years’ with 
immediate effect. He also 
found that its Transport 
Manager, Daljit Singh Rai, 


no longer met the 
requirement to be of good 
repute. 


The company had been 
called before the Deputy 
Commissioner because of 
concerns over maintenance, 
finance, the operation of local 
services and the employment 


of an unqualified illegal 
immigrant as a driver. 
Vehicle examiner Alan 


Cattell said that one immediate 
and three delayed prohibitions 
had been issued to the 
company's vehicles over the 
last 44 years. His main concern 
was the absence of an effective 
defect reporting system and a 
higher than average annual test 
failure rate. 

Bus Compliance Officer Reg 
Hollis said that 100% of the 
company’s services were 
monitored during January and 
February. Some 87% of the 
journeys operated irregularly, 
20% operating more than one 
minute early, 13% operating 
more than five minutes late and 
53% failed to operate at all. 

For the company, Paul 
Carless said that a significant 


number of drivers who had 
been responsible for the 
deficiencies had been 
dismissed. The company was 
now employing a former bus 
monitor to assist with the 
monitoring of its services. The 
company monitored 40 
journeys in September and 
there was some improvement 
in timekeeping. It was 
conceded that 22.5% of 
journeys still failed to operate. 

It was not disputed that the 
company had employed an 
illegal immigrant who it was 
now accepted provided a false 
reference, passport and 
driving licence. However, the 
company claimed to have 
done everything reasonable to 
check the veracity of the 
information provided by the 
driver concerned. It was only 
following a road __ traffic 
accident that the police found 
that he was an_ illegal 
immigrant and that the 
documents he produced to 
the company were false. 

Office Manager Armarjit 
Singh Rai said he had been 
responsible for interviewing 
and appointing the driver 
concerned around July, subject 
to a driving test by the 
Transport Manager. 

In reply to the Deputy 
Commissioner, Armarjit Singh 
Rai said that he had not 
recorded the _ information 
given by the driver at 
interview. The driver had 
produced an application form 
that stated his nationality was 
Kazakhstani. He had not 
thought that something might 


be wrong when the driver 
produced a _ Portuguese 
passport and a Portuguese 
driving licence issued on 10 
July 2002 which showed him 
to have qualified for categories 
B, C, D and all sections of E. 

The driver produced a 
reference from Multi Rapid 
Ltd which was favourable. He 
had telephoned that 
company’s Managing Director, 
but conceded that he had not 
enquired about the nature of 
the driving the person 
concerned had been 
employed to do or as to why 
he had left that company’s 
employment six months 
previously. He said that 
further enquiries showed 
that company to be an 
employment agency which 
had now ceased trading and 
he accepted with hindsight 
that the reference was 
probably false. 

He agreed that no enquires 
had been made about when 
the driver obtained Portuguese 
nationality, to verify his claim 
that he had been employed as 
a driver in Portugal during 
2002, or to ascertain what he 
had been doing for the last six 
months before applying for 


employment. 
Asked what he had done 
to verify the  driver’s 


qualifications, Daljit Singh Rai 
conceded that he had only 
given him a driving test. 

Amardip Singh Rai said that 
he was not involved in 
the appointment of staff. 
Appointment procedures had 
been revised with the aim of 
preventing a similar situation in 
the future. 

In reply to the Deputy 
Commissioner, Amardip Singh 
Rai said that the company did 
not currently operate a bank 
account. It acted as a holding 
company for Rai Motor 


Services (Midlands) Ltd, which 
operated the buses and ran 
the business covered by the 
O-licence. That company did 
not hold an O-licence of its 
own. His mother Gurbaksh 
Kaur owned 100% of the 
shares in both companies. 

Making the revocation and 
disqualification orders, the 
Deputy Commissioner said 
that he considered that the 
company had been grossly 
negligent in not making further 
and better enquiries before 
employing the illegal immigrant 
as a driver, with the result that 
it allowed an unqualified and 
uninsured driver to operate its 
buses. It had also knowingly 
operated buses through a 
company which did not hold 
the O-licence and the 
company that held the licence 
did not have the financial 
reserves to support the 
number of vehicles authorised. 

The latest accounts for the 
year ended 3! December 
2002 showed its only resource 
to be 100 shares in Rai Motor 
Services and cash of £5,953. 

According to the Registrar 
of Companies Daljit Singh Rai 
had been the sole director of 
Rai Motor Services since | 
January 2001. It was clear that 
neither he nor Amardip Singh 
Rai were aware of the 
responsibilities they had as 
directors or of the implications 
arising from Rai Motor 
Services operating public 
service vehicles without an 
O-licence. 

A stock transfer document 
dated | March 2004 
purported to transfer to Daljit 
Singh Rai 83% of the stock in 
Rai Motor Services but 
according to the accounts that 
stock was held by Rai 
Transport. There were also 
other serious irregularities in 
the stock transfer document. 


court report 


Rai Transport given chance to re-apply 


It purported to show the 
holder and transferor of the 
stock to be Rai Motor 
Services. That could not be, as 
a company could not hold and 
transfer its own stock. Daljit 
Singh had said that he did not 
know the meaning of the 
stock transfer and that he had 
merely signed the document 
which had been put before 
him by the company’s 
accountants. 

It was clear that Rai Motor 
Services had significant cash 
reserves well in excess of 
what was required for the 
licence. However, he could 
not be satisfied about who 
owned the shares in Rai 
Transport, or of its precise 
relationship with Rai Motor 
Services. The share transfer 
document was ___ clearly 
defective. He failed to 
understand why it had been 
produced unless it was to 
misrepresent the true position 
with the aim of convincing him 
that Rai Transport had the 
necessary financial standing 
when clearly it had not. 

Those who had_ given 
evidence on behalf of the 
company had displayed a 
considerable degree of 
managerial incompetence. If 
the various changes to the 
company structures had been 
made in an effort to minimise 
tax liability, they had been 
done with a total disregard of 
the legal obligations relating to 
O-licensing. 

In asking the Deputy 
Commissioner to defer the 
revocation order for three 
months, Mr Carless said that 
an application for a fresh 
licence would be made in the 
name of Mr and Mrs Singh Rai 
Senior, who would retake 
control of the company, with 
none of their sons being 
nominated as directors. 
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HOFT & WESSEL 


You operate in the 21st Century. Shouldn't your ticketing system? 


» Fast communications > Superior graphics » Open platform ticketing 
» Standardised interfaces » Future proof 


» Web based reports 


Almex Information Systems, Metric Group Ltd, Love Lane, Cirencester, Glos GL7 1YG 
Tel: +44 (0)1285 651441 Fax: +44 (0)1285 650633 Email: info@almex.co.uk 


Join those operators already looking to the future of revenue control with the Almex Optima — The Informed Choice. 


20 || November 2004 rouUteONE 


RICON 


INNOVATION IN MOBILITY 


UP...DOWN...UP...DOWN...SIMPLE! 


We are raising our standards to offer you peace of mind 


For more information about Ricon wheelchair lifts FREEPHONE 0800 435677 
Ricon UK Limited, Littlemoss Road Droylsden, Manchester M43 7EF 
email: info@riconuk.com 


————— 
@r 
| ts0:39007 
ih Besistered | 


Our reputation for engineering excellence has been 
developed over thirty years of manufacturing mobility 
products. 


Ricon’s comprehensive quality contro! systems ensure 
that the same exacting standards of manufacture are 
repeated time after time. 


You can count on Ricon to deliver the safety, reliability 
and quality required for today’s operating infrastructure. 


We understand the unique challenges of our customers, 
our continuous programme of development enables us 
to be the innovators in the mobility market, our growth 
world wide is impressive, and our future plans for you 
are challenging. 


T: 01501 762266 Coach Tourism & Transport 
| Harry Ferguson |F: 01501 762942 Colandll oeireina 


E: info@harryferguson.com 


Located near M8 J4. (Scotland) | W: www.harryferguson.com/sales . a OAC Hi Be B U Ss Ss H Ov 
Quality Used Vehicles in Stock — poslonsSratiabsidake so-so cy Reames otal 


DUBLIN 


Automatic * Reclining 
seats * Footrests 


Reclining seats 
¢ Luggage racks 
* F/A *Automatic 
* Double glazing 
© MoT until 
July 2005 


* Pillow covers 
* Piping cord * 2x 
monitors ¢ Video 
* PA system ® Air con 
* Double glazing 
* Toilet * Servery 
* Continental door 


Trade stands available 
For more information 
visit vwowvwe.cttc.ie 


Transport Stationery Services 


Luggage racks * F/A Reading Lights * F/A* — [Luggage racks « Full year MoT] Luggage Racks * Full year 50 page driver's daily check pad available in 
* Reading lights * MoT until Mahogany Window Sills & * M-Benz service history _ MoT * M-Benz Service : : pune 
J] Feb 2005 + Immaculate Rack Ledges Full Year * Panoramic windows History * Panoramic Windows either duplicate or triplicate. 
| condition | MoT * Webasto heating * Webasto Heating 


50 single leaf preventative maintenance 
inspection sheets suitable for all types of 
Passenger Vehicles. 


Meets Department of 
Transport Vehicle Inspectorate 
requirements. 
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Gaudi seats * Dark glazing * Factory Bus Hi-roof * LWB « 
Luggage racks ¢ Full year MoT MoT until January 2005 
* Genuine 114,000kms = 


61 Bodycoats Road, Chandlers Ford 
Hants SO53 2HA 
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* 24/26 reclining seats 


WH Air conditioner 
“Ng& Convectors heating on sides 
* Radio-CD + amplifier 
mee TET 15° monitor 

* DVD 

* Double glazed 
a PEL P#* Luggage capacity of 3m; 
Pt CGT, 


-” < 
2 CisIVECODN sCIsTR/D» Neda aalalle ra 


Poligono Industrial Torres Pujals, 4 - 17401 Arbucies (Girona) Spain 
tel. 34/972 86 01 65 - fax 34/972 86 00 54 

www. indcar.es 

sales@indcar.es 
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‘Don’t bite the hand that feeds you’ advises our Westminster Watch 
correspondent this week after his visit to the Coach & Bus show 


E ARE going to start off 

by talking about the 

media this week. “But 
this is Westminster Watch” we 
hear you cry! True. But the 
media is one of the biggest - if 
not the biggest - drivers of public 
opinion - and, therefore of 
political decision making - there 
is. So stay with us. 

We like to think that this column 
has been fearless to date in its 
criticism of the coach and bus 
industry; but only when we believe it 
to have been justified. Let’s face it, 
‘knocking copy’ is always easier to 
write and usually more entertaining 
to read. “Good news doesn't sell 
papers” is a well-known Fleet Street 
(remember those days?) adage. This 
is no doubt why the vast majority of 
national press coverage the industry 
receives is negative. 

Just think, when are the only times 
you seem to hear your CPT 
representatives on the radio or see 
them on the television? Answer: 
nearly always after either a crash or 
a report from some council or other 
saying that buses turn up in bunches 
(the latter, of course, is a 
condemnation of their highway 
management skills rather than the 
bus industry — a point not lost on the 
Secretary of State last week). That is 


a 
es 


why it was such a pleasant surprise 
to see the massive coverage that the 
launch of the bus industry’s ‘On The 
Move’ campaign received last year. 
But of course that was the exception 
rather than the norm. 

Before we complain too much, we 
have to remember that the industry 
itself is not blameless. When it does 
do well it simply does not shout 
loudly enough about it. How many 
operator readers consider PR (as 
opposed to marketing) as an 
essential part of their business? Only 
you know the answer. 

The coach and bus industries have 
failings — they know that. But 
sometimes it is better to dwell upon 
the positive and shout about that. 

The media — national and trade — 
should also take note of this. It is 
never wise to take too many bites 
out of the hand that feeds you. 

With this in mind, this column 
decided to visit the Coach & Bus 
show last week, just to see exactly 
how the industry showcased itself. 
Truth to tell, it takes a lot to drag 
your weary correspondent away 
from the cosy environs of 
Westminster to another part of 
London, let alone another city 
altogether. One also has to admit to 
not being particularly confident that 
the trip would be fruitful. How 


wrong can you be? 

The show will be reported upon 
in detail in elsewhere throughout the 
magazine (See pages 25-30). We will 
therefore try to concentrate on the 
political aspects. All of which were 
positive. 

Some people might scoff at the 
idea of the show being opened by 
the Secretary of State for Transport. 
They might think it is just cosmetic. 
Wrong! Ministers and their officials 
form lasting opinions as the result of 
such visits. Words uttered by vehicle 
manufacturers in the Secretary of 
State’s ear are noted and very often 
quoted at meetings, speeches and 
interviews. State-of-the-art vehicles 
are exactly what he wants to see. 
Ministers like to cite any example of 


industry success which takes place 
while they are in charge. And if they 
think that they can develop policies 
that will bring even more success 
then they will do so. 

Yes; it really is as simple as that. 
The opposite can also be true of 
course. 

So thank goodness that last week, 
Mr Darling witnessed a modern, and 
innovative industry. An industry that 
is going places. And, most 
importantly, a positive, upbeat 
industry. Lobbying at its best. 

Finally then, let us hope that more 
press reporting reflects this. 

In fact we are somewhat surprised 
that, as it coincided with the show, 
Mr Bush’s victory got any coverage 
at all! 


VEHICLES THAT ARE 
OUT OF THIS WORLD! 


THE NEW PLATINUM 9.65m 


37 seats + Toilet 


AVAILABLE - 
x 
EW PLATINUM 12m 


CALL CHRIS LANGSON ON 01275 349411 
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>) TOYOTA 


BEAUTIFULLY BUILT 


TYPICALLY TOYOTA 


Touring coach quality in a midicoach — that’s the Optimo V from Toyota — and 
it’s a sure-fire way to keep your customers coming back time and time again. 


Once aboard, passengers will notice that little bit extra from the Optimo V — 3-point 
retractable seatbelts for all occupants (up to 26), reclining seats, foot and arm rests. 
The driver too benefits from a luxury seat to compliment his high level of equipment. 


Under his right foot, he’ll be impressed with the performance from the powerful, 
turbocharged and intercooled diesel. Coupled to a six-speed gearbox, he’ll appreciate 
sprightly performance round town with relaxed cruising out on the open road. 


It’s the whole package though, that really appeals — a highly competent 
midicoach wrapped up in stunning good looks. Reliable, safe, stylish and all 
from under £67,500 — a combination that will put a smile on the faces of 


your passengers and your accountant. 


The beautifully built Optimo V from Toyota. Typical, isn’t it. 


A & D Coach Sales Holloway Commercials Salvador Caetano UK Ltd. 


Tel: 01884 860767 Tel: 01902 636661 Tel: 01530 263333 
Contact Steve Prime, Coach Sales Manager on 07785 238798, or E-mail, steve.prime@tgb.toyota.co.uk 


NE OF THE strongest 

showings at Coach & Bus 

2004 came from MAN 
with vehicles on three 
manufacturers’ displays. 

As well as exhibiting an East Lancs 
Myllennium-bodied 14.220 bus in its 
own right and another with Evolution 
bodywork on the MCV stand, three 
MAN coaches made up the core of 
the BASE contingent. There was a 
Viaggio 330 18.310 70-seater for 
Edwards Coaches, a similar 57-seater 
for Mayne’s and the show’s only 


Coach & Bus 2004 exceeds expectations 


DDA compliant coach, an 18.360 
Viaggio 350 with a wheelchair lift in 
Holmeswood livery. 

Director of MAN Bus & Coach, 
Richard Noy explained that it was 
about giving a clear message to the 
industry that MAN meant business, 
prior to the reorganisation that will 
see NEOMAN UK launched next 
year under a new Managing Director, 
Vince Welsh (route , News, 14 
October). Mr Noy becomes Director 
of Industrial Engines and 
Components. Signs of MAN’s 
growing acceptance is underlined by 
news that the Northern Ireland 
Education Boards have jointly placed 
an order for up to 27 MAN 
18.220HOCLs. 

“We felt that it was right to signal 
to the industry that we have a clear 
view for the future and that we will 
be an even more significant player. It 
was a cost effective message and a 
strong message to those who took 
the trouble to visit the show. MCV 
intended to launch their Evolution and 
we're pleased that they were there. 
Our dealer BASE is a very important 
part of the family. The hard work that 
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Holmeswood displayed the only 
DDA compliant coach at show 


they have undertaken and their 
success should not be 
underestimated. It’s a good, clean 
business, small and flexible and the 
Marcopolo is a price competitive 
product. 

“Coach & Bus 2004 felt like just a 
smaller show. We had major 
customers visiting us and they were 
serious about what there was to see. 
Frankly some of them were 
disappointed that there was not more. 
What would they have said about 
MAN if we had not been here?” 


First Autosan Eagle sold 


AUTOSAN (UK) secured the 
show’s first sale. The Coventry- 
based dealership sold the 67-seat 
Eagle school coach on its stand to 
Mayne’s Coaches of Buckie, which 
also took an option to buy 
another. It will be finished with 
Mayne’s vinyls for the Dublin 
show. 

Area Sales Manager Alan Middleton 
told routeONE: “We have had 
phenomenal interest in the Eagle. The 
show vehicle is 67 seats, but we will 
also be offering 70. It’s a quality 
package that represents extremely 
good value for money. 

“The Gemini midi coach has 


attracted people with its styling,” he 
continued. “It Utilises a Cummins ZF 
driveline that is well known and 
respected throughout the industry. 
The Gemini and Eagle seem to have 
caught people’s imagination.” 

Autosan (UK) already has plans for 
a |2-metre low floor single decker 
based on an existing Autosan design 
that could seat between 55 and 57 in 
a three-plus-two configuration. Power 
would be from a transverse Cummins 
engine. Preparing the Ramzes and 
Gemini coaches for UK certification 
starts in a couple of weeks. New 
appointments at the company include 
Rafal Misztalski who will represent the 


A 


—— 


dealership in Poland and Ewa 
Majdanska who undertakes sales 
liaison. 

She has a novel proposition for 


¥ Eagle “It’s @ quality package that represents 
extremely good value for money” Alan Middleton 


operators - buy an Autosan and she 
will introduce you to an unemployed 
Polish coach driver who could come 
and work for you. 


TRANSLINC is to offer the 
Mercedes Sprinter-based Plaxton 
Pronto |6-seat minibus as part of 


its extensive contract hire portfolio. 


TransLinc developed from the 
privatisation of Lincolnshire County 
Council’s vehicle operation, and as well 
as operating coaches and buses in its 


own right it also supplies a wide range 
of vehicles on long-term hire, mainly to 
local authorities, ranging from welfare 
minibuses to mobile libraries, refuse 
collectors and fire engines. It also 
supplied the IrisBus Agoralines to 
Norfolk County Council for the 
Norwich Sprowston park-&-ride on a 


three-year contract lease. 

TransLinc’s stand at Coach & Bus 
provided the first showing of the 
Plaxton Pronto, which is coachbuilt by 
Plaxton using a stainless-steel body 
structure and GRP exterior panels. The 
first Pronto for TransLinc will be used 
on its own-account operations and will 


have a manual gearbox rather than the 
Sprintshift automated transmission on 
the bus on the stand, which was also 
fitted with a Ratcliffe underslung tail lift 
and high-back seating. 

It comes with a three-year warranty, 
and TransLinc, which has been updating 
its own fleet with new Profiles and 
Paragons from Plaxton has been 
impressed with the back-up given by 
Plaxton. 
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“WE HAVE had a fantastic 
response,” said Irisbus Marketing 
Co-ordinator, Stuart Mackay about 
the Plaxton Paragon-bodied 
EuroRider that was on display, but 
he was struck by the number of 
visitors who were apparently not 


aware that the rear-engined coach 
chassis was also available with a 
Plaxton body. 

Priced from £179,500 the EuroRider 
is available with either Paragon or 
Panther coachwork built to 53, 57-seat 
or executive specifications. The Coach 
& Bus 2004 vehicle was a Paragon 49- 
seater with toilet and continental door, 
air conditioning, servery and fridge, but 
as Mr Mackay explained: “it can be 
specified anyway people want.” 

Plaxton has bought more than 20 
EuroRider chassis from Irisbus since it 
became an independent company 
earlier this year. “We supply them as 
chassis manufacturer,” added Mr 
Mackay. “But we have been very 
pleased with the response at the show. 
It's been very positive. People are 
impressed by the price.” 


‘This display has helped to bring a sense of reality to CoachMarque’ 
Alan Edmondson 


‘We have had a fantastic 
response’ Stuart Mackay 


ANY DOUBTS about the 
benchmarked quality standards 
associated with CoachMarque 
accreditation must have been 
dispelled by the impressive line up 
of coaches from some of the 
country’s leading names at the 
NEC. 

“The display has helped to bring a 
sense of reality to CoachMarque,” 
Confederation of Passenger Transport 
Head of Coaching Allan Edmondson 
told routeONE. “They’re all working 
vehicles. It has added a dimension.” 
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“Every member believes that 
CoachMarque is worth being part of,” 
added Mr Edmondson. “It is 
independently verifiable and we have 
been able to explain the ethos on a one 
to one basis. This event has helped us 
to be more accessible to a broader 
group of operators and dispel some of 
the myths that surround accreditation. 
As a result there have been a number 
of significant and positive enquiries that 
should result in new members signing 
up. | would like us to do something 
similar in the future.” 


Leyland Auto makes debut 


LEYLAND Auto, supplier of parts, 
accessories and equipment to the 
coach, bus, and commercial vehicle 
industry, made its exhibitor debut 
at Coach & Bus 2004. 

The company used the event to 
significantly raise its profile and the 
stand depicted all aspects of the 
Leyland Auto business. 

Leyland Auto comprises three main 
divisions: Remanufacturing, including 
heavy duty starters and alternators, 
diesel pumps and injectors; Parts 


Distribution, supplying parts to bus 
operators, fleets and general trade 
customers both in the UK and abroad; 
and, a Vehicle Care Centre, which 
installs and repairs specialist equipment 
such as reversing cameras, cab heaters 
and communication equipment. 

David Callery, Leyland Auto’s 
Managing Director said: “The show 
allows us to meet with new customers 
and demonstrate to the industry the 
expertise, products, brands and 
services that the company offers.” 


used on the Great Central 
ConneXion between Banbury and 
Rugby. The introduction to MCV had 
come through a former de Courcey 
Caetano-bodied Dart SLF that 
needed to be converted for 
wheelchair accessibility. Like all 
vehicles on the route, the Evolutions 
will have PA systems so that drivers 
can announce stops. “These buses 
have more seats and are a better 
product,” added Mr Ellard. 


CUSTOMERS were quick to back 
MCV’s Evolution at the show. 
Mike de Courcey increased his 
order to I5 to cover a planned 
extra route between Coventry 
airport and the city centre and 
told route , he is more than 
likely to be in the market for 
more. 

“We sat down with MCV to 
discuss what we wanted and they’ve 
done everything we have asked for,” 
said Mr de Courcey. “MCV are easy 
people to work with and to solve any 
problems.” 

He also commended the MAN 
14.220 underframe which is returning 
anything between | 1.3 and | |.9mpg 
on intensive airport contracts at 
Coventry, where two MCYs are 
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Golden Boy has bought one of the first UK LXs 


EURO Coach Builders were 
setting a high standard with its 
new range of LX mini coaches 


Italian Polytecia leather seats, rear 
toilet and a changing room where 
clothes can be hung up to dry. There 


based on the Mercedes-Benz 
Vario. 

The new model was released 
earlier this year and it’s available in a 
wide variety of configurations from 16 


was a luxurious feel to the soft trim 
interior and it’s worth remembering 
that air conditioning, TV/DVD and 
double glazing are standard features 
on the LX package which is priced 


working virtually 24 hours, seven days 
a week. 

Geoff Amos Coaches of Eydon is 
replacing three, two and a half year 
old Solos with Evolutions next March 


to 33 seats. from £85,000 plus VAT. Also on show that will hopefully secure appropriate ‘MCV are easy people to work 
Particularly highly appointed at was an LX with 29 recliners and a 33- | Peterborough AMO5--- registrations. with and solve any | / I I lems? 
Coach & Bus 2004 was the Eirebus seater that had been bought by Operations Manager Brian Ellard told Mike de C af 


golf specification LX that had just 16 


Golden Boy Coaches of Hoddesdon. 


route that the buses would be 
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Have you got your fuel iiniscan 


stocks under control? 


| . ASL, INDUSTRIES LTD Fax: 01476 593607 


Email: sales@autotex.com 
AUTOMOTIVE TEXTILES Web: www.autotex.u-net.com 


Extensive range of interior fabrics 
and finishes for coachbuilding 


& mobitec 
The Choice Is yours... 


la 


by & bevy 


Printed 


@ No E-Prom changes 

@ Non Multiplexing 

@ Ultra violet resistant LED’s 
@ High contrast 

@ Automatic intensity control 


@ LED illumination 

@ Toughend front glass 
@ Aluminium case 

@ High contrast 


@ Unbeatable clarity 

@® Manual or Electronic 

@ Any colour, Any logo 

@ Choice of text 

@ McKennaglo non fade yellow 


Quality, Service & Flexibility - Just ask our customers 


McKenna House, Jubilee Road, Middleton, Manchester, M24 2LX 
Telephone 0161 655 3244 Fax 0161 655 3059 


Email info@meckennabrothers.co.uk www.meckennabrothers.co.uk 
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Successful show for BMC 


BMC had a very busy show. “We 
had a tremendous response from 
both large and small operators 
with particular interest in school 
bus and Hawk,” reported Bus & 
Coach Sales Director Paul 
Nicholson. ‘Due to the level of 
interest we have committed to a 
stock build of 12 Hawks for 
delivery in March.” 


The first automatic 850 Probus 
has been sold through Coopers to 
J&B Travel of Leeds. Lewis Coaches 
of Brandon ordered a manual 
Probus while Drake Travel Services 
of Blaina near Newport has done 
the same for a 40-seat Falcon. 

Talking about the Probus 
automatic Mr Nicholson added: 
“The automatic Probus was received 


with anticipation by operators in 
London and major conurbations. 

“The decision to support Expo 
Management has certainly paid 
dividends in the number of enquiries 
and orders that we have received. 
We have been so pleased with the 
response we have already 
committed to space for next year’s 
show.” 


show review 


Stock Hawks available from March 


Attractive 20-year-old 


2004 IS A landmark for the 
Toyota Optimo. It’s 20 years since 
the innovative mini-coach made 
its NEC debut. 

Five were on display this year 
including three GL-specification ‘Vs’ 
on the Toyota stand covering the 21- 
seater and wide-body 22 and 26-seat 
options. A Buzzlines vehicle was part 
of the CoachMarque display and 
there was also an accessible version 
for Sedgefield Borough Council that 
could accommodate 24-seated 
passengers or |6 with three 
wheelchairs. 

Coach Sales Manager Steve Prime 
told route that around 1,300 units 
had been sold since 1984. “People are 
increasingly looking for something 
that isn’t van derived,” he said. “Ours 
has always been a coach. It used to be 
that it was 20% more expensive than 
the opposition. Now it’s the other 
way around.” Mr Prime added that 


‘People are increasingly looking 
for something that isn’t van 
‘derived.’ Steve Prime 


prices start at around £73,000 and as 
well as generating good enquiries, 
being at the show had secured an 
order for two 22-seaters from Jim 
Paterson of J.P Travel, Loanhead 
through Holloway Commercials. 
Salvador Caetano UKs Wilf Lewis also 
sold the 22-seater on display to Cross 
Country Hire of Poole. 

“We have been at every NEC 
show since |984 and we're already 
looking at next year,” said Mr Prime. 


Unlocking Optima’s potential 


OPTIMA, the new onboard 
ticket issuing system, was 
demonstrated by Almex 


Information Systems at the 
show. Its evolution has resulted 
from numerous strategic partner 
input at various stages of 
development. 

Alistair Aitken, Head of onboard 
ticket issuing systems at Almex, 
explained: “Continuing development 
by Hoft and Wessel has resulted in 
the most complete onboard system 
available today. JMW and Unicard 
have provided us with great benefits 
for the bus operator from 
comprehensive smartcard provision 
to realtime technology, including 
GPS enabling automatic vehicle 
staging among a wide range of 
features. These have unlocked 
Optima’s real potential, embracing 
processing, storing, displaying and 
communicating essential and 
increasingly complex data.” 


SWAIN Bus & Coach has come a 
long way in a year. In 2003 the 
firm’s fourth Fiat-based Spirit 
accessible bus was on show at the 
NEC. 

The 34th was under construction 
during show week this time and an 
order for a further three had just been 
received from Birmingham City 
Council. 

On display at Coach & Bus 2004 
was one of five Spirits for West 
Midlands Ring & Ride while another 
for Sandwell Metropolitan Council, 


_ part of a batch of six, was hoisted high 


on the Somers Vehicle Lifts stand. 

Nigel Swain is a former Duple 
Metsec man with 21 years experience 
building buses. He explained that a 
key feature of the Spirit which comes 
with 16 Phoenix seats on Unwin 
tracking including two fold-aways 
creating space for 10 seats and four 
wheelchairs, is independent trailing 
arm suspension for improved ride and 
reliability. 

The Spirit body shell is stainless 
steel with fibreglass panels and 


Nigel Swain: getting established 


bonded glass. Flowing interior panels 
have been specially designed, 
continuous dimmable lighting is used 
and the cab layout is ergonomically 
styled. 

In addition to rear door access, 
wheelchairs can uniquely be load 
through the forward entrance which is 
also positioned next to the driver. 

“We designed our own printed 
circuit board that distributes power 
around the vehicle,” said Mr Swain. 
“It’s as it would be done on a big bus 
so it’s more reliable. Every vehicle we 
build is bespoke to customer 
requirements.” 


Aguti makes impression 


THE BRAND NEW, stylish Aguti 
GIS liner proved a big hit on the 
TEK Seating stand at last week’s 
Coach & Bus show at the NEC, 
Birmingham. 

Paul Fleming, Managing Director 
of Tunbridge Wells-based TEK 
Seating said: “Our stand was buzzing 
with a constant stream of enquiries. 

“What particularly surprised me 


was the quality of enquiries, we had 
the decision-makers from 
engineering and fleet directors 
through to the smaller operators. 
We achieved a lot of genuine leads, 
which will keep our sales team very 
busy over the next few months.” 
Aguti offers a comprehensive 
range of seats for driver and 
specialist passenger applications. 


Portaramp launches new ramp 


THETFORD-BASED Portaramp 
launched its new DPTAC 
compliant pneumatically operated 
integral bus ramp at Coach & Bus 
2004. 

The system can be manually over 
ridden and remains operational so 
there is no necessity to return to the 
garage in the event of a failure. The 
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ramp itself is made out of light 
aluminium and is easy to use by hand. 
A range of safety features are 
incorporated. 

Also on display was a simple 
portable manual ramp that is proving 
to be particularly popular with 
customers. It easily folds up for being 
stored away. 
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Proven Reliability - Proven Fuel Economy - - Proven Company 
“Innovation From The Company ye Cares” 


MCV BUS AND » COACH LTD. Stirling Place, Elean Business Park, Suttoaael Ely 
Teles 3 773000 Fax: 01353 773001 E-mail: oer 
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Upbeat 


ONE OF THE industry’s rising 
stars, designer Samantha Beeley, 
was very upbeat when route! 
talked to her towards the end of 
the second day of the show. “I’ve 
had a mega two days and made 


Samantha Beeley is behind new Wilts & Dorset liveries 


Beeley 


some fantastic contacts,” she 
explained. 

Ms Beeley is best known for the 
mould-breaking Harrogate & District 
route 36 Wrightbus Volvo ‘twin- 
decks’ that made their show debut 


last year and were again an 
important feature of the ‘On the 
Move’ display at Coach & Bus 2004. 
What is less well known is that she 


as the exterior of these vehicles. 
Samantha had been a textile 


years, leaving three years ago to 


Concepts. She works closely with 
the team at Graphibus who assist in 
working up final concepts for 
presentation. 

Current and recent projects 


actually designed the interiors as well 


designer with Holdsworth’s for many 


establish her own business, Design & 


‘A mega two days and some fantastic contacts’ Samantha Beeley 


include the Airedale Shuttle for 
Blazefield-owned Keighley & District 
that will see the introduction of |4 
Wrightbus-bodied Volvo B7RLEs 
with leather seats, and new ideas for 
Burnley & Pendle. Interior and 
exterior designs are in preparation 
for Go-Ahead North East and for 
Orpington-based Metrobus while 
Southern Vectis is looking to build a 
common theme across its four 
liveries. A new scheme for Shearings 
Premier Class has also been 
prepared while new identities for 
Wilts & Dorset have been unveiled. 


Olympus turns on the style 


A MERCEDES-BENZ Sprinter for 
Express, Batley, at Coach & Bus 
was the most highly-specified 
vehicle ever built by Manchester- 
based Olympus Coachcraft. 

Olympus had hoped to show a 
new flush-glazed Sprinter, but instead 
showed two Diplomat | 6-seaters, 
both with leather seating. 

The Express vehicle, already in use 
on corporate work for clients 
including the Home Office, has 
£16,000-worth of extras, including air 
conditioning, carbon-fibre-effect 
window sills, pelmet and dashboard, a 


|5in monitor linked to a DVD player 
and a smaller monitor linked 
wirelessly to a Playstation 2 and tables 
moulded specially for the vehicle by 
Shades Technics in a rear lounge area. 
Additional interior and exterior 
lighting included extra night lights on 
the racks and fibre-optic rack and 
gangway lighting. 

Olympus has recently moved into 
new premises in Manchester and now 
stretches the Sprinter by 500mm at 
the rear, primarily to increase boot 
space. The second | 6-seat Diplomat 
on the stand was for Acorn Travel on 


| - 


Knutsford, with sufficient boot space 
for golfing tours. 
Olympus’s Cyril Butcher told 


Diplomatic solution from Olympus 


that the formula of this 


route’ 
year’s show had been absolutely right 
for his business. 


CUMMINS Engine had a strong 
presence at the show and Business 
Manager Mark Goundry told 

route that the company had 
been surprised by the level of 
interest from visitors. 

Cummins was particularly 
promoting the latest version of its ISCe 
engine for double deckers which 
incorporated a new sump with 
increased oil capacity giving a 45% 
improvement in oil change capability. 

After undertaking extensive trials 
using three types of oil in conjunction 
with Go-Ahead’s London Engineering 
Director Phil Margrave, Cummins 
believes that oil service intervals can be 
extended from around |,000hrs to 
|,450hrs or 39,000km depending on 
duty cycle. The engine control module 
(ECM) has also been improved while 
some components have been 


upgraded to deliver a more robust 
design. 

Terry Hunt from Cummins UK 
added that a complete range of 
reconditioned Euro3 engines will be 
available from January next year 
encompassing four-cylinder ISBe 135 
and | 50bhp options, the six-cylinder 
I85bhp, and ISCe 225bhp and 260bhp 
versions. 


AS EURO IV approaches, and as 
some operators aim to retrofit 

| Selective Catalytic Reduction 

| (SCR) to lower emissions on 

| existing vehicles, supply of the 

| requisite Adblue urea solution is 

| soon to be an issue for a number 
| of operators. 

Global chemical company Univar, 
which has its UK headquarters in 
Cheadle, Cheshire, is now able to 
_ supply AdBlue in bulk through its 

recently-established Middlesbrough- 
| based subsidiary Dureal, which has 
been set up specifically to distribute 
_ AdBlue. Storage and dispensing of 
» | AdBlue will require specialised 
equipment; although not hazardous, it 
| is corrosive to most metals and 
crystalises in contact with air, which 
\_ can lead to build-ups of deposits 
| around nozzles etc. 
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‘We have been able to spread 
out and talk to more people’ 
Mark Goundry 


It does not, however, corrode 
stainless steel and Dureal can supply 
4,000litre double-skin stainless steel 
tanks for AdBlue with a secure, spill- 
free dispensing mechanism and a 
digital read-out. Units can be supplied 
on a lease basis with a telemetry link 
through which Dureal will 
automatically deliver new stocks when 
the stock in the tank reaches a certain 
level. 

For smaller users, a simpler 2,000 
litre tank is available, which comprises 
two sections, a feeder unit and a 
mother unit, on which just the feeder 
unit is topped refilled when it is empty. 
Again a telemetry link is available to 
enable this to be done automatically. 

Dureal also offers five-litre 
containers with a nozzle attachment 
to enable drivers to replenish AdBlue 
tanks away from base. 
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Introducing the revolutionary 


Glidemaster™ Tip Up Seating 
range giving you: 


Slow return of seat base 
Ease of access for even the most immobile 
of passengers 
@ Very low maintenance of mechanism unlike 
the conventional gas strut 
@ Guaranteed DDA compliancy 


asp The GlidemasterTM compliments 
Scandus Seating Solutions: 


UNIQUE 5 year warranty on all products 
5 styles of saloon seating 

Laser profiled Built in Rears 

Schoolflex™ 3 point seat belt seating 
Re-trim & refurbishment solutions 

Full range of readily available spares 
Technical field based after sales team 


There are warranties and 
then there is a Scandus Warranty 


Unit 21, Gainsborough Trading Estate, Rufford Road, Stourbridge, DY9 7ND 
Tel: 01384 443409 Fax: 01384 443932 Web: www.scanusuk.co.uk 


At last, a CCTV company 
that sees the bigger picture 


Wayfarer has been a leading technology company serving the 
public transport industry for 30 years. 


We understand the need for robust technology that not only works, but that 
adds real value to customers through full and effective integration with other 
systems. 


That's why we've launched Transcam, our own CCTV division, to provide not just 
the Mobile Digital Recording hardware but also the technological know-how 
that creates pathways with other on-board systems. 


Whether it’s a bus, train, taxi or tram, Transcam CCTV records in optimal detail, 
in flexible viewing configuration and with extended storage capacity to deter 
vandalism, reduce crime and ensure greater passenger safety. 


And because Transcam is part of the Wayfarer Group, maintenance costs can be 
significantly reduced in one overall CCTV/ticketing service package. 


Transcam — we help you see the bigger picture ... C7 Cc ee Coat) 


TRANSIT SYSTEMS LIMITED TRANSCAM 
WAYFARER 10 Willis Way, Fleets Industrial Estate 
Poole, Dorset BH15 38S T: +44 (0)1202 339390/1 
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Voith announces total 
driveline concept... 


KNOWN for its DIWA torque- 
converter transmission and related 
products, Voith used Coach & Bus 
to introduce itself as a supplier of 
drive systems to the UK market, 
as a competitor to its compatriot 
manufacturer ZF. 

On display on the stand was a portal 
rear axle, manufactured in Italy by 
Grazioni Trasmissioni, which Voith is 
selling and servicing, and it is available 
too through Voith’s exchange service. 
It features an offset drive head, which 
can be fitted on either side of the axle 
according to application, with gears 
specially ground for low noise, and its 
modular construction means that the 


outboard geartrains and hubs can be 
detached from the rest of the unit. It 
comes complete with ABS sensors and 
disc brakes, although drums can be 
specified, and unit hub bearings are 
greased for life. 

The axle is already supplied to 
Iveco, BredaMenarinibus and VDL 
and will feature on the Alexander 
Dennis Enviro 200. 

The axle is unusual for a Voith 
product in not being manufactured by 
the company, but Voith does 
manufacture its own independent 
front suspension system, also 
announced but not shown at Coach 
& Bus. 


Voith portal rear axle, manufactured in Italy by Grazioni Trasmissioni 


-eeand introduces four- 
speed .5 transmission 


VOITH showed the successor to its 
highly successful .3 version of the 
long-running DIWAbus 
transmission, the DIWA.5, at 
Coach & Bus. 


softer clutch impact than previous 
Voith transmissions. 

The .5 is fitted in the MAN Lion 
City, of which a prototype three-axle 
double-deck version has recently 


COMMERCIAL Vehicle Innovation, a 
division of Volkswagen Van Centre 
(Edinburgh), is spearheading the 
development of a range of low floor 
accessible minibuses. In particular the 
company is working with 


Unlike previous Voith transmissions, 
which have been three-speed with a 
four-speed option, the .5 will be 
available only as a four-speed unit, with 
direct-drive third and overdrive top, 


entered service in Berlin. It will also 
feature in the forthcoming Volvo B9; 
five are in trial service in Hong Kong. 
So far the DIWA.5 is available only in 
in-line configuration, but Voith is 


Volkswagen Commercial (Germany) 
and VDL Kusters (Holland) to 
provide bespoke vehicles with 
wheelchair access aimed at a variety 
of community transport users and 
applications (see picture). 


though Voith’s trademark 
‘differentialwandler’ system, 
which combines hydraulic 
and mechanical drive in 
differing proportions and is 
the root of the DIWA name, 
is still used on first gear. 
Designed for up to 
28tonnes GVW, the D854.5 
is intended for power 
outputs up to 220kw 
(295hp) and torque up to 
1,100Nm, while the D864.5 
goes up to 290kW (390hp) 
and |,600Nm, both at 
speeds up to 2,500rpm. 
Voith’s Philip Allen told 
route that the .5 has a 


working on an angle drive for it. 


New Voith transmission available only as a four- 
speed with direct-drive third and overdrive 


The experts give their views: at the well-attenc 


DDA seminar hits raw nerve 


THROUGHOUT the three days 
of Coach & Bus, the routeONE 
Question Time seminars gave 
visitors an opportunity to catch 
up on three of the burning 
issues that are affecting the 
industry. 

Wednesday’s session focused on 
the implications of the Disability 
Discrimination Act as far as the 
coach industry is concerned. 

A five-person panel (right) was 
chaired by routeONE Editor Mike 
Morgan. Predictably the majority of 
the questions were directed at Ann 
Frye Head of the Department for 
Transport’s Mobility and Inclusion 


Unit... including a forthright 
challenge to DDA from panel 
member Ben Colson of King’s Lynn- 
based Norfolk Green. 

Numerous concerns included the 
cost and practical implications of 
having to make coaches wheelchair 
accessible. 

However, home-to-school 
transport was the main problem 
area, which Ms Frye sought to 
clarify, saying that, as from | January 
2005, DDA applied to all new 
coaches used on local or scheduled 
services “if a fare is charged.” 

She defended this definition as 
“perfectly clear” despite 


Mr Colson’s accusation of 
“Government confusion and muddle.” 
Meanwhile the first seminar dealt 
with the thorny issue of the Working 
Time Directive, but operators fearful 
of the cost implications resulting from 
road transport being brought into 
scope from 23 March 2005 heard 
words of reassurance (routeONE, 
News, 4 November). 

The audience heard that drivers 
involved in local bus work can opt- 
out from the 48-hour maximum 
working week, while coach operators 
found comfort in the important 
distinctions between Working Time 
and the ‘period of availability’. 


32 || November 2004 rOUteONE 


STANFORD Coachworks’ stand 
was particularly busy, reflecting 
both the quality and variety of 
vehicles on display. Director Jess 
Rider told route that a key 
objective of the company’s 
products was offering all of the 
advantages of a coach built 
vehicle, in a van conversion. 

An important customer is London 
Hire, based in Docklands, which has 
bought around 150 minibuses from 
Stanford over the past three years. 
On display was a Sprinter for that 
customer which had a raised flat 
floor with Unwin tracking to 
eliminate wheelarch intrusion. 
Isringhausen supplied the |4 saloon 
seats and there were two next to 


THE GOAL of getting the different 
‘add-on’ electronic systems on 
buses functioning together has 
moved a stage closer with the 
signing at Coach & Bus 2004 of an 
agreement between Wrightbus 
and Automatic Vehicle Location 
system manufacturer ACIS. 

The agreement is designed to 
enable Wrightbus to combine on- 
board functions such as electronic 
destination equipment, real time 
information, radio equipment, GPS 
and CCTV via a single ‘black box’ on 
the bus. The final specification would 
be dictated by individual operators’ 
requirements; it could for example 
include G-force meters linked into 


the driver. Up to six wheelchairs 
could be accommodated via the rear 
Ratcliff tail lift. 

A Volkswagen LT46 for D.A.B.D. 
with t-bolt and normal Unwin 
tracking, rear Ratcliff lift, 16 Abacus 
seats, luggage racks and forced air 
vents represented Stanford’s starting 
level specification, but much more 
luxurious was a new executive 
specification Volkswagen T5 with 
bonded glazing, DVD system, seven 
individual leather Star seats and space 
for a wheelchair. Star leather seats 
also featured in a |6-seat Sprinter for 
Redbridge Transport that in addition 
to a soft trim interior, had 
Eberspacher air conditioning and a 
coach rear end. 


CCTV equipment to demonstrator 
whether or not a bus was accelerating 
or braking excessively to cause injury 
to a passenger, or the system can be 
linked into the engine management 
system of the bus to relay 
maintenance information while the bus 
is in service and enable night-time 
engineering activities to be planned. 
Other functions could include 
automatic setting of farestages on 
ticket machines or of destination 
indicators via GPS equipment. 

Systems will be multiplexed in 
production, and impetus for the 
concept has come from the 
development of the StreetCar vehicle 
for First’s FTR concept. 


show review 


Back to the Academy 


STOKE Truck & Bus and 
Pontardawe-based Tawe 
Coachbuilders combined their 
expertise to offer the Academy 
range of midi and mini coaches, 
displayed at Coach & Bus 2004. 
Largest is the BMC 850 Academy 
that has a number of extras installed 
by Tawe on behalf of Stoke including 


Garry Johns and the new Academy 


MCKENNA Brothers displayed 
17 destination displays on its 
stand. Managing Director 
Vincent McKenna told route 
“Coach and Bus 2004 turned out 
to be the most important show 
that McKenna Brothers have 
ever attended. 

“The quality of visitor and the time 
spent with them was very rewarding. 
The atmosphere was more relaxed 
than previous shows that enabled the 
customer to spend more time on 
our stand discussing requirements. 
This resulted in the highest number 
of actual orders taken at a show and 
many of them from new contacts. 


DVD player and television, Smartnav 
navigation system, Scorpion alarm 
system and fixed mobile phone suite. 

Garry Johns from Tawe explained 
that the Sprinter on show had a 90cm 
extended rear boot section that 
incorporated a steel cage, floor sides 
and roof as well as the firm’s own 
design fibreglass rear mouldings. 
Inside LED lighting was installed in the 
luggage racks and floor as well as 16 
Kiel recliners supplied through 
Phoenix Seating. Twenty Sprinters had 
been converted so far, said Mr Johns. 

Making its public debut was a 
Renault Master | 6-seater that had a 
three and a half foot steel cage boot 
extended rear giving an overall length 
of 16.4 metres. Again Kiel seats and 
LED lights featured on a fully tested 
raised floor installed to eliminate 
wheelarch intrusion. 


McKenna lights up show 


More importantly we had more time 
to discuss and develop further orders 
from existing customers." 


‘Coach & Bus 2004 turned out to 
be the most important show that 
McKenna Brothers have ever 
attended’ Vincent McKenna 


led daily routeONE Question Time sessions 


Future of coach tourism debated 


THE THIRD in the series of 
routeONE Question Time sessions at 
last week’s Coach & Bus show took 
the recent Big Story by Excelsior 
boss Ken Robins as its cue 
(routeONE, 28 October) and focused 
on the Future of Coach Tourism. 


Although family circumstances 


forced Mr Robins to withdraw from 
the debate, his proposition that coach 
tourism would decline, was put to the 
test at the well-attended seminar on 
the last day of the show. 


The four-man panel chaired by 


routeONE Editor Mike Morgan each 
put forward their interpretation of the 
challenges facing the industry before 


the tone. “We need to be innovative,” 
he said. “We can’t compete with 
Ryanair, longer breaks will always do 


opening the discussion to audience number of smaller operators who 
questions. pulled the discussion round to their 

Confederation of Passenger inability to get a better rate out of tour 
Transport President Steve Telling was operators and the need to pay higher 
very pragmatic and his contribution set wages to drivers. 


However, there was a reluctance to 
accept that coach tourism was in 
decline and, although the audience 


well, and we need to look at the quality recognised the need to promote 

of the vehicles.” He also pointed to tourism by coach, they struggled to see 

areas of growth - i.e. 26 million visitors | how agreement could be reached on 

to GB and the increase in demand for _ the funding for an effective campaign. 

short breaks. With so many challenges facing 
There was considerable discussion coach tourism, this Question Time 

about ‘rogue’ operators and universal session is a starting point for a debate 

agreement that enforcement needs to _ that needs to roll-out across the 

be tougher. However, there were a industry. 
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Mentor FRE Ae Mentor 
Customer Support Br a k e Pa ad S Customer Support 


Genuine Product 


Realistic Prices 


Only £80+Vat per axle set 


Fits most Neoplans 


immediate Delivery. Call the Parts Department on 01709 705520 
www.mentorpic.com 
Out of Hours Emergency Call 07801 027702, Fax Parts Direct 01709 533430 


ExCel London November 23-24, 2004 


A unique event combining the best elements of a traditional : 
exhibition and conference with presentations, masterclasses and 
case studies alongside product demonstrations. 


IF PROTECTING PASSENGERS AND STAFF IS 
YOUR RESPONSIBILITY TECHSEC IS A MUST 


register now to secure your place www.tech co.uk 


TICKET HOTLINE: 0870 429 5306 
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A TWO-DAY showcase of vehicles, 
equipment and services for the Irish 
passenger transport market is the focal 
point of the CTTC event in Dublin. 

The Coach and Bus show is staged within the 
Royal Dublin Society’s exhibition centre and is 
often used as a launchpad for new 
developments such as the Riada Sprinter bodied 
by UNVI in Spain and unveiled by Esker earlier 
this year and exhibited at the Madrid show last 
month (route , FIAA Show, 21 October). 

The official exhibition opens in the Simmons- 
court Pavilion on Saturday 20 November and 


runs through to Sunday 21 November. 

Located in the RDS Simmonscourt Pavilion, 
the show is made up of four different sizes of 
stands. Large 12m x |5m sites accommodate 
the major vehicle manufacturers, while other 
displays are on either 15m x 6m or 3m x 3m 
sites. Meanwhile representatives of lreland’s 
tourist sector will be within the Tourism Village 
Area. 

The RDS is located in the heart of Dublin in 
the suburb of Ballsbridge (postcode Dublin 4). It 
is within walking distance of St Stephens Green, 


Merrion Square and Lansdowne Rugby Stadium. 


CTTC show preview 


A weekend in Dublin 


WHETHER you are an exhibitor 
or a visitor to the Dublin show, 
the Coach Tourism and 
Transport Council of Ireland will 
extend ‘A Cead Mile Failte’ to 
you. 

The CTTC’s event is a two-day 
exhibition of products and services 
available in the Irish coach and bus 
sector. It is widely regarded as the 
premier marketplace for passenger 
transport, providing an ideal place 
for companies to directly reach new 
customers from the country’s 
transport market. 

The exhibition is the main 
attraction, while the associated 
delights of the Irish capital are 
geared to ensuring a guaranteed 
audience of high quality customers 
from Eire, Northern Ireland and the 
rest of the UK. 


For further details contact: 
Cora Collins, 

Coach Tourism and Transport 
Council, 

Drumconrath Road, 
Carrickmacross, 

Co. Monaghan, Ireland. 


@ For an A-Z listing of exhibitors 
and to view the exhibition stand 
plan - see page 38. 


The Royal Dublin 
Society — background 


THE ROYAL Dublin Society was founded in 
1731 to promote the development of 
agriculture, arts, science and industry in Ireland. 
Having moved to a |5 acre site in Ballsbridge in 
1879, the grounds have now increased to 40 
acres with 10 multi-purpose exhibition halls, the 
RDS stadium, meeting rooms, bars, restaurants 
and over 2,000 car parking spaces. 

Over the centuries, membership of the Royal 
Dublin Society has been much sought after and 
it always welcomes and encourages new people 
to join one of Dublin’s most prestigious and 
historic Societies. 

The Society has a commitment to advance 
and promote agriculture and other industries 
and encourage science and art in Ireland. 
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Your guide to visiting the show 


distance of the RDS. The luxurious 
Four Seasons Hotel is on the RDS 
site, and the spacious Bewleys Hotel. 


Accommodation 


Tourist-friendly Dublin offers high 
international standards of 


port services: buses, suburban rail 
(DART) and aircoach. Over 2,000 
parking spaces are available on site 
for most events. The RDS is located 
in the heart of Dublin in the suburb 
of Ballsbridge. 


Visiting Dublin 

Dublin has it all. Energy, atmosphere, 
food, events, concerts, theatre, 
museums, pubs, shopping, sport, his- 
tory, youth, parks, nightclubs, and 
great people! 


Transport 


The RDS is on main roads and is 
accessed by excellent public trans- 


accommodation to unique bed and 
breakfasts. There are plenty of 
hotels and B&Bs within walking 


More about the Coach Tourism 
and Transport Council 


Leisurewear 
Direct Ltd 


THE COACH Tourism and As a result of the above criteria 


Transport Council of Ireland is the 
representative body of the coach 
transport industry in Ireland and 
promotes Ireland’s top 
independent coach hire operators. 

In order to become a member, 
each operator must have meet the 
criteria agreed between the 
CTTC and Failte Ireland. These 
include achieving a high level of 
customer service, having their 
vehicles inspected and approved 
by the CTTC approvals inspector 
each year and operating a modern 
and well managed coach fleet. 


its members are experts in all 
types of coach hire and transport 
solutions including 


@ airport transfers 
@ day tours 

@ extended touring 
@ incentive travel 

@ golf tours 

@ scheduled services 


Potential clients are invited to 
find more information on the 
CTTC and its members via use of 
the web links — www.cttc.ie 


support services Limiteo 


The Professional Support Services Provider to the Public Service Sector 
Tara Support Services Limited is a leading provider of one-stop 
facilities & asset maintainence solutions to all sectors of the public 
transport industry in the UK & Ireland. 


Contract or “on request” Services include 


@ Cleaning (Stock & Premises) 


@ Land 


@G 


ing/Weed Control 
iti Removal 


@ Special Projects 

@ Vehicle Engineering 
@ Traffic Lining 

@ Vehicle Inspections 


ining 


@ Environmental Compliance 

@ Health & Safety Recertification 
@ Workshop Deep Cleans 

@ & So Much More! 


See us at Coach & 


Bus Dublin 


Contact sales@leisureweardirect.com 
for a copy of our new 2004/05 Brochure 
or visit our stand at Coach & Bus Ireland in November 


Tel: 01298 74737 Fax: 0129871674 


2000 Mercedes 
814D Cheetah 
33 seat 


1996 (P) Mercedes 
711D 
24 seat P/Door 


1997 Mercedes 
814D Nouvelle 
33 seat 


1992 Scania K113 
VanHool Alizee SH 
47 seat 


1988 Leyland Tiger 
Plaxton 3500 
51 seat 


1998 Mercedes 814D 
Nouvelle 2 
29 seats 


www.leisureweardirect.com 


Buxton, Derbyshire 


Available now, view the latest Probus 850 Club 
recently supplied by ourselves to Chambers 
Coaches of Stevenage at the 50th Brighton 
Coach Rally. Dealers for BMC in the South & 

East of England 


New euro LX New BMC New BMC 


29/33 seat School Bus | Falcon Bus 


20-21 November 2004 


For further details please phone 


08000 71 79 89 


or email: info@tarasupport.co.uk 
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ESKER 


BUS & COACH 


Where elegance meets excellence! 


Esker Riada 616 Esker Riada 814 
Built on a Mercedes-Benz 616cdi Sprinter chassis 30 passenger seats + guide 
with seating capacity of up to 22 seats + OFFICIAL LAUNCH AT DUBLIN 
courier and a luggage capacity of 3.8m’. COACH & BUS SHOW 2004!! 


Esker Touring 

Built on a Mercedes- 

Benz 1223LL chassis 

‘¥ seating up to 41 passen- 

gers + courier with a 

luggage capacity of 
6.2m’. 


Esker Cimo 


Built on a Mercedes 
Benz 1018 chassis with 
33 + guide reclining | 
seats, air con 
rear air suspension, 
double glazing, TV & 
DVD and 6m’ of lug- 
gage capacity 


Mercedes-Benz Sprinter Mercedes-Benz Vario 
Available in standard length on 3-series models and Built on an 0814 standard or extended chassis with a 
in standard or extended lengths on 4-series models maximum seating capacity of 28 passengers + courier. 


Seating up to a maximum of 19 passengers + courier. 


chines: Harry Ferguson 


Rvs eee el: +353 (0) 506 33070 
+353 (0) 506 33072 rae ______ Tel: 01501 762266 
www.eskerbusandcoach.com ~~ _ Email: info@harryferguson.com 
info@eskerbusandcoach.com Se 

IRELAND SCOTLAND 


routeONE 


LTD 


LOUGHSHORE 
AUTOS 


VOLVO 


VOLVO 
MOSELEY 
GROUP 
ELC. 
EE1 | correc” 
DOCK 


Attending the event... 


DAF Ireland 

David Rees 

Davy Engineering Limited 
Department of Transport 
Dermot Cronin Motors Limited 
Distinctive Systems 

East Lancashire Coachbuilders 
Eberspacher 

ERG Transit Systems 

Euro Coach Builders 

EvoBus (UK) 

Gogan Insurances 

Greg Quirk 

Guinness Storehouse 
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Adtec Aerauto 
Ardee Coach Trim 
Bartons Coach Services 
Barton DAF 

Bank of Ireland 
Bank of Scotland 
BMC Ireland 

Brian Noone Limited 
Bus Eireann 

Bus Media 

Campion Insurances 
Caryle Bus Parts 
Clarke Auto Wash 
Cronin Motors 


BRIAN NOON 


BARTONS 
COACH 
SERVICES 


BRIAN NOON 
LTD 


7a 


BARTONS 
COACH 
SERVICES 


Heavy Duty Parts 
ICDA Tourism Village 
J F Dunne Insurances 
KVC Manufacturing 
Leinster Vehicles 
Leisure Ware 

LOOK CCTV 
Loughshore Autos 
LvVD 

Midland Body Builders 
Mobile Brush Wash 
Moseley in the South 
MTB Equipment 
Mutec 


; 
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CTTC show preview 
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EURO COACH 
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Pambo 

Politecnica 

RPA 

Salvador Caetano 
Specialised PSV 
Stertil UK Ltd 

Tag Tronics 

Tara Support Services 
Transport Components 
Westward Scania 
Windscreen Centres 
Wiper Services 

Volvo 
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Jo 


MOSELE 


MOSELEY 


The New 


The 29 seater Sitcar Beluga 


Coach & Bus 2004 


* 
The 13 metre Bova Futura 


Saturday 20th & Sunday 21st November 
At 
The RDS Simmonscourt Pavilion 


Dublin 


Moseley in the South Ltd. Moseley Distributors Ltd. 
Chelston Business Park,Wellington, Somerset Rydenmains, Condorrat Road, Glenmavis, Airdrie, 
TA21 9JF ML6 0PP 


Tel: 01823 653000 Fax: 01823 663502 Tel: 01236 750501 Fax: 01236 750504 


BUS & COACH FINANCE 


AL 


+Charges may apply to calls made from mobile phones. To help improve our service we 
application is reserved, Minimum age 18, UK business applicants only. Writter 
available in large print, Braille or on audio tape. Alliance & Leicester Commer 
Alliance & Leicester Commercial Bank pic. A member of the Alliance & Leicester Group. 


monitor phone calls to the Alliance & Leicester Group. Applications are subject to status and the right to decline any 
ns are available on request. Terms and conditions apply. Textphone for ring/speech impaired 0800 056 4004. This document is 
al Finance, Registered Office: Carlton Park, Narborough, Leicester LE19 OAL. Company No: 1533123. Registered in England. A subsidiary of 


Don’t le our 
coach ae aye ‘i Exchange 


mas saeco TOT 
acteaeares Market Place 
ow selling Sr People 


< vehicles under 
- £6,000 — because 


with wp Sate To advertise in 
the next issue of 


PRICE- LESS call Martin, 


Ring 0870 24l 8745 for your *‘PRICE-LESS’ Dan or Jo on 
passport to FREE classified advertising 


| Exchange is Market Place 


routeONE Trader 


The deadline for Trader Exchange is Tuesday 16 November — 2.00pm 


LESTE EL NEE SERRE LORELEI SS a I ES 
routeONE 11 November 2004 4i 


] 
~~ 
r= 
7) 
'S 
7) 
¥ 
a 
a 
> 
Go 
c 
the 
| 
° 
> 
7) 
VU 
& 
2. 
° 
ee 
wr 
t 
N 
© 
tt 
x 
° 
S&S 
© 
° 
i) ] 
= 
| 
ne 


DREW WILSON. 


ND COACH SAL 


ES 
Tel/Fax: 01855 40848- Mobile: 07764 200444 


ee 


2003 Mercedes 814 Vario Optare Nouvelle 
First reg 11/03, 27,000 miles, 33 coach seats 
new MoT, large boot, VGC 
£73,500 


1988 Mercedes 609 D, 24 retrimmed coach seats, 3-point belts, new MoT, white, 
manual g/box, boot, good condition £3,500 

Mercedes 811, 33 retrimmed coach seats, 3-point belts, new MoT, boot, manual 
gearlbox, £3,500 

1989 Duple 320 Javelin, 70 seats, 11 months MoT, coach seats, 3-point belts, £25,000 
Dennis Javelin 57 coach seats, 3-point belts, UVG, 1997 (P), 165,000km, new 
MoT£41,000 

Mercedes 709, 27 seats, Alexander Bus with side lift beled seats, manual gear box. 
314,110km, 1995 (N), MoT Nov. 04, £9,000 

1995 Volvo B10M Van Hool Alizee, 46 recliners, c 
servery, double glazed, A/C, £65,000 

1993 Volvo B10M Van Hool Alizee, 48 recli 
cont door, A/C, Talma, £45,000 

1990 Volvo B10 Paramount 3200, 57 seater, £24,950 

2001 Mercedes Sprinter 413 Excel, 16 coach seats, coach rear, forced air, £22,000 
1986 Paramount 3200 Bedford, 41 retrimmed seats, repainted white, new MoT, 
VGC, £5,500 

1998 R reg, Mercedes 814D, coach built, 33 seats, bonded windows, p/door, 
298,000, KMS, video, manual box, f/air, R/lights, radio/PA, Lap belts, large boot, new 
Mot, £25,000 

1993 K Dennis Javelin UVG, 70 new coach seats, new MoT, white choice 
£39,000 

1994 Volvo B10M Premiere 350, 50 or 57 seats, white, auto choice, £39,000 
Volvo B10M Plaxton Premiere 3500, Year 1995, 53 seats, Mot expiry 
09.03.2005, £55,000 

Volvo B10M Plaxton Premiere 3500, Year 1997. 
24,03,2005 £75,000 

Volvo B10M Jonckheere, Year 1996, 49 

Volvo B10M Van Hool, Year 1994, 

Volvo B10M Caetano Algarve, Y 

£50,000 

Volvo B10M Caetano, Year 1993, 53 seats, MoT expiry: 08.02.2005, £45,000 
Volvo B10M Plaxton Paramount 3500, Year 1988, 57 se oT € 
09,05,2005, £20,000 

Volvo B10M Plaxton 3500, Year 1987, 57 seats, MoT expiry: 28.1 


seat, rear toilet, cont door 


eat, rear sunken wic, 


49/53 seats, MoT expiry 


1986 Paramount 3200 Bedford 
41 retrimmed seats, repainted white new MoT, VGC 


1998 R reg, Mercedes, 814D 
coach built, 33 seats, bonded windows, p/door, £298,000 
KMS, video, manual box, f/air, Rlights, radio/PA, Lap 
belts, large boot, new MOT, £25,000 


R.A.MATTHEWS 


COMMERCIALS 
QUALITY PREPARED/REFURBISHED 
USED COACHES 


1990 Mercedes Setra, 49 
seats with centre sunken 
WIC, double glazed, air 
con, TV + video, excellent 
all round condition, respray 
in white £24,950 ono 


OTHER VEHICLES AVAILABLE 


Il vehicles plus 
FROMES HILL LEDBURY, HEREFORDSHIRE 
Tel: 01531 640374 (Anytime) 


2002 (June) Bova Futura, 6 speed 
Manual 
49 recliners, air conditioning, centre sunken 
toilet & continental door, radio and CD, 
video & monitor, boiler & fridge, curtains & 
carpets, electric sunblinds, intarder, 
exhaust brake, webasto, tested Jan 2005, 
as new £137,500 + VAT ono 
1992 (March) Volvo B10M Plaxton 
Excalibur 
49 recliners, air conditioning, centre sunken 
toilet & continental door, radio & cassette, 
video & two monitors, boiler, fridge, carpet- 
ed, new engine (3 months). Clean coach, 
ex Excelsior. all white exterior, tested to 
Nov ‘05 £32,500 + VAT ono 
Currian Holidays, Cornwall 
01726 822303 
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BOWERS Coaches Ltd. 


Neoplan Euroliner - 02 plate, full 49 exec, 
hoover, seat back tables, bunk, DVD, video, twin 
monitors. £130,000 


Scania Irizar - 51 plate, full 49 exec, hoover, 
seat back tables, CD, video. £120,000 


Setra 250 SPL - 1998. Full 48 exec, hoover, 
DVD, video, twin monitors. £95,000 


Optare Solo 9.2m - 1999 V plate. 29 high 
back with 3 point belts, 31 seats 2 flip ups, good 
order, in daily use £48,000 


All vehicles plus VAT 
Contact Mike Bowers: 


01298 812204 


1993 Optare Metrorider 25 seats, wide door.....£3,995 
1991 Mercedes Alexander 25 seat service bus, high 
back seats. pp... £2,695 
1991 Mercedes 16/20 seat belted, pp... £1,850 
1991 Iveco 25 High back seats, coathne belted, 


1987 Scania k92, 60 seat service bus East Lancs body..£4,000 
1986 Two Leyland Olympian 72 seats very clean....£6,750 


All sold with full MoT, also spare parts for Volvo, 
Cummins, Leyland, Gardner, Daf, new and recon 
engines available, choice of 10 good condition 
Service buses Greenway, Lynx, Tiger, Nat 1/2 
offers invited. 


Call: 01254 237032 


WHITELAWS 


COACHES 


2 x 2000 W reg Volvo 
B10MT Triaxle Van 
Hool Alizee T9 
Executive 49/53, centre 
demountable toilet, 
electronic G8 gearbox, air 
conditioned, royal comfort 
class seats, seatbelts, TV & 
video, radio/cassette/PA 
system, fridge, alloy 
wheels, excellent condi- 
tion, one owner from 
new, current MoT 
£POA 


1 x 1998 S reg Iveco 
Eurorider 290 Marshall 
Maxibus Service 
Vehicle, 

51 seats, 24 standees, ZF 
automatic 4 speed gear- 
box, excellent condition, 
one owner from new, cur- 
rent MoT. 


CONTACT WILLIAM WHITELAW 
WHITELAW COACHES 
LOCHPARK INDUSTRIAL ESTATE 
STONEHOUSE ML9 3LR 


01 5 aa 
01698 792800 


routeONE Trader Exchange 


1984(pp) DAF Bova Calypso, 53 seats, 
tested to March 2005 £1,800 + VAT 
1980 Volvo B58, 49 seats, coach with toi- 
let, out of test £1,000 + VAT 
1982 (Y) Leyland Olympian, 78seats, MoT 
2nd December 2004, seatbelted and 
approved £6,000 + VAT 
1982 (X)Leyland Olympian, 77 seats, MoT 
6th December 2004, seatbelted 

£3,000 + VAT 
1985 (B) Bedford, 53 seats, Lazer 11, MoT 
June 05, seatbelted £2,500 + VAT 
1986 (D) Bedford, 57 seats, Lazer Il, MoT 
Aug. 05, seatbelted £3,900 + VAT 
1985 (C) Bedford, 55 seats, Caetano 
Algarve, Oct. 2005 £3,900 + VAT 
1985 (B) Bedford, 53 seats, Lazer II, MoT 
Feb. 2005 £2,500 + VAT 


01691 780212 


2001 Volvo B10M MKIV, Van Hool 
T9 Tri-Axle, easyshift with Telma, 49 
seats plus courier seat, executive, air 
con, centre toilet, hot water boiler, 
fridge, curtains, radio, PA, 
Video/DVD, 190,000kms from new, 
choice of 2, £118,500.00 
2000 Bova Futura FHD 12-370, 
automatic with built-in retarder, 49 
seats plus courier seat, executive, air 
con, centre toilet, hot water boiler, 
fridge, curtains, radio, PA, DVD, 
alloys, 250,000kms from new, 
£105,500.000 
1999 Bova Futura FHD 12-340, 
automatic with built-in retarder, 49 
seats plus courier seat, executive, air 
con, centre toilet, hot water boiler, 
fridge, curtains, radio, PA, video, 
alloys, 280,000kms from new, 
£95,500.00 
1996 Toyota Optimo MKIll, 19 
reclining seats with belts, air con, 
radio, PA, new gearbox, excellent 
condition, £14,500.00 
1992 Dennis ¢avelin Premiere, new 


70 seats 50 point seat belts, 
automa 29,000.00 


1987 Volvo B10M MKIl, Plaxton 
Paramount 3200 with low driver, 53 
seats with belts, courier seat, cur- 
tains, radio, PA, 400,000kms from 
new £17,500.00 
Phone Gary at Allander Coaches 
on 0141 956 1234 


When responding 

to adverts, please 

mention that you 
saw it in 


route 


Direct to the heart ofthe coach and bus industry 


1989 Daf Caetano 
£7,000 

1987 Daf Paramount 
£7,000 

1985 Daf Paramount 
£6,000 


8.25 engines, seatbelts, 
tested, in good condition, 
loss of contract forces sale 


01225 891404 (Bath) 


Johnsons Coach Travel offer for sale the 
following vehicles. 

2001 Toyota/Caetano Optimo V 22 seats 
with belts, MoT 3/8/05 and new engine fitted 
in July 03. Six speed gearbox 

Price £42,000 plus VAT 
1999 Plaxton Cheetah/Mercedes 25 seats 
with belts, MoT 11/2/05, power door, courier 
seat, radio p/a Price £39,950 plus VAT 
1987 Bova Futura/Daf FHD, 49 seats with 
belts, MoT 3/3/05, radio p/a. 

Price £19,950 plus VAT 
1989 Bova Futura/Daf FHD, 49 seats with 
belts, MoT 21/10/05, radio p/a 

Price £22,500 plus VAT 
All vehicles are well maintained, can be 
put in base colour and are available now. 

No “sensible” offer refused. New vehi- 
cles arriving. Contact Peter Johnson on 
01564 797000 or 07979 245033 


Bova Future FHD 


Daf 11.630cc,1994 (PP), full executive coach with air 
con, 6 speed manual gearbox, exhaust brake, full recent 
retrim, centre carpet, curtains, 49 reclining seats with 
retractable belts, courier seat, drivers bunk, centre 
sunken 
toilet, hot water boiler, PA System, TV/Video, radio, 
cassette, must be sold, new vehicle arriving soon. 
Make us an offer, sensible offers considered. 


Ring Mike 07905772490 


Volvo B10M 19839, Ikarus Blue Danube, 49 seats, toilet, radio, PA, P/P, MoT 


22/9/05 


£6,500 


Volvo B10M 1988, 51 seater, toilet, radio, PA. P/P. MoT 12/2/04, retrimmed 


Jonckheere 


£11,500 


Leyland Tiger 1989 Duple 320, 51 retrimmed seats, Cummins L10, engine auto, 


Telma retarder, MoT 13/3/05, 


£7,500 


Van Hool Scania 1990, K92, 49 seater, toilet, radio. PA, TV, video, MoT Dec 04, 


P/P. 


£15,500 


Leyland Tiger 1989, Duple 320, 70 seater, new seats, 3 point seatbelts, 


excellent condition, MoT 13/5/05 


£24,500 


Van Hool Scania 1994, 49 seater, toilet, TV, video, radio, PA, MoT Feb 05 


£33,000 


All have seatbelts 
All prices are plus VAT ono 


Tel: 0131 440 1013 


Mob:07785 523505 


Exchange booking deadline Tuesday 2pm 


Z 


We 
@ 
” 
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Kila 


VOLVO B10M CITIBUS VOLVO DC ures a oe Mi i 
East Lancs body, 1990, G reg, 88 bus Alexander body, 1988 FR , twin door, 76 reg, 73 se ardner engine, 
seats, choice of 6 4, all with long MoTs seats, body, 198 last 23, available Voith gearbox, various MOT's, choice of 
m £15,950 44 10 ring for details 
. From £8,450 


[GC Marshall body, 1996 N Reg, 38 bus seats, PLAXTON DERWEN 
long MoT, choice of 3 from 1989, F Reg, new MoT, 


ST LA 1986 © RE 
1988 E Reg, 76 seats, 77 seats, long MOT, 4 speed auto 
clean inside and oni choice of 3 from clean inside and out, 1 remaining £11 ,;950 54 bus seats 

£3,950 44 £5,950 


MAN 11.220 MERCEDES 709D 
1996 P Reg, Mareen pera 38 seats, long ALEXANDER SPRINT AL d ’ i 
1996, N Reg, 29 bus seats, Allison auto 1996, N Reg, 31 bus seats, Allison ‘auto 1995/6, N Reg, 23/25 seats, manual 
£1 3.950 £10,250 £12,750 gearbox, a ee Due soon 
5 


R A J j J i PLAATON BEAVETF 
1995, N Reg Allison Auto, 27/29 1992/3, K Reg, 70 new h/b seats with 1996 N Reg, fitted with 1993 L reg, 31 bus seats, 
seats,choice of 3, full MOT belts, Cummins, C series, + ZF auto, $ mie encraenete aes ge Choice of 2 
From £9,950 3 in build ic From £6,950 
£34,950 “e 1 {5.950 


MERCEDES 709D WADHAM STRINGER ‘WESSEX’, 1995 MReg,. 29 seats, LEYLAND NATIONAL GREENWAY. Volvo repower, vgc, choice of 2 .........From £3,750 
Alison Auto yd, = i £6,950 TBP (FREEWAY), 1996 PP (SLF) Yes (super low floor) 24 seats, ideal spare vehicle for 


MERCEDES 709D PLAXTON BEAVER, 1988 F reg, 25 HB seats (needs retrim)£1,595 SuPer lowcontract sess Choice of 2 £3,250 
999, T & V Re 

DENNIS DART CARLYLE BODY 1990 H REG, clean condition inside and out.new MoT ~~ OP TARE SOLO 1999, &.V Reg, 29 belted bus seats. 1 owner. Good condition through 

out. Choice of 2 from " —_ ... £45,950 


sesene ---£4,950  QBTARE METRORIDER, 1993 K Reg, 31 bus seats, long MoT. just out of test ....£1,950 
AEC ROUTEMASTER (RML), D Feg, unfortunately fitted with a broken Cummins (C LEYLAND NATIONAL GREENWAY Rebodied 1992, PP, Gardner engine, 41 seats, very 
series) engine a few other bits and pieces missing ef Offers over £3,750 clean throughout, long MOT (also 49 seater available) .. £2,750 


STOCK CHANGING DAILY All prices email: martin@staffordbuscentre.com SRITES FROM 


LICENSED CREDIT 


M6 10 MINUTES FROM 
JUNCTION 14 


BROKER 
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Classified Ring 0870 241 8745 to place your advertisements 
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Vehicle Sales 


AEC RELIANCE /PLAXTON SUPREME EXP, semi- 
auto, graffitti moquette, Mold March 05 £600 +VAT 01494 
521214 (High Wycombe) 


BERKHOF ESPRIT, 1985, Mol to June ‘05, Tax to Feb. 
‘05, 49-seat exec, very good inside £3,000 +VAT 01553 
761410 (Norfolk) or mobile 07761 242801 


Selling a Berkhof for under £6,000? Then take advantage 
of our PRICE-LESS offer - call 0870 241 8745 for details. 


ZF 6 speed gearbox, Telma, 
35-37 r/s with belts, toilet, 
ideo system, hot water machine, 


t April 04, MOT 31/3/05, Excellent 


ion, 45,000 km, ex demo. 


Finance can be arranged, subject to status. 


Please call 01487 843333 


BEDFORD LAZER 2, 1985, 53-seater, taxed and tested, 
good motor, surplus to requirements £1,200 ono +VAT 
07711 436159 or 0191 276 4395, 


BEDFORD LAZER 11, Mol June ‘05 ,53 seats, belted 
£2,500 +VAT 01691 780212 


BEDFORD PLAXTON SUPREME 4, 5] seats, 1981, 
excellent condition, belted, test just expired £900 ono +VAT 
01952 811285 (Day) or 07885 206515 (Anytime) 


BEDFORD PARAMOUNT, 45 seats, 1984, Test 
expired, new lower panels fitted and in primer, needs repaint 
hence £2,000 +VAT 01952 811285 (Day) or 07885 
206515 (Anytime) 


1986 BEDFORD YMP PARAMOUNT , Cummins 180 
engine, 6 speed box, 38 reclining seats, courier, fully 
carpeted, DID + tinted, Drinks machine £5,000 ono +VAT 
01384 375010 (Kent) 


BEDFORD 500 TURBO 3200 PARAMOUNT, 
1983, 53 seats, retractable belts, clean upholstery, renewed 
2002 MoT June 05 £3,500 +VAT 07909 543023 


BEDFORD 500 TURBO 3200 PARAMOUNT, 
1984, 53 seats, retractable belts, 3-digit plate (similar one 
adv by dealers - £600), reond ZF six speed, guaranteed July 
05, MoT Aug 05 £4,650 +VAT 07909 543023 


BEDFORD 500 TURBO 3200 PARAMOUNT, 
1984, 53 seats plus courier, retractable belts, engine stripped 
& completly rebuild 2004 £5,600 +VAT 07909 543023 


BEDFORD YRQ 45 seater. Plaxton Panarama Elite body, 
excellent mechanically, body needs tidying. Offers around 
£500 +VAT 0151 6323630 


BEDFORD PLAXTON SUPREME, 1979, 53 seater, 
MoT March ‘05, Bedford Duple Service Bus, YMT 1978, 55 
seater, MoT Jan. ‘05 £800 each, £1500 the pair 
+VAT 01362 683831 


I ae 


1983 BOVA FUTURA, 12 months MoT, 49 seats, wired 
for CCIV and Video £3,000 +VAT 01978 756106 


1997 (P) Bova Futura Executive Coach 
49 reclining seats, seatbelts, toilet, video and 


twin monitors, CD/PA system, hot/cold drinks, 
servery, air conditioning, MoT March 2005 
£75,000 + VAT 
1999 (T) Bova Futura Executive Coach 
49 reclining seats, seatbelts. toilet, video and 
twin monitors, stereo/PA system, hot/cold 
drinks, servery, air conditioning, MoT March 
2005 £95,000 + VAT 
Both vehicles are finished in white, 
ready to work and 
maintained to our 
usual high standard 
For details call John Edwards at 
L.J.Edwards Coach Travel - 


Hailsham on 01323 440622 


— 
‘a 58 Pi pany oe 


Bova Futura 


53 Seater 


MoT 22/2/05. Fair condition for year. 
£9,750 plus VAT 
For more info & more pictures 
phone 01725 514409 or 
07960 873537 


198] (W) BRISTOL VRT, Gardner engine, red, MoT Feb. 
‘05, 74 seats £2,500 ono +VAT 07831 872929 or 02476 
220033 


Selling a DAF for under £6,000? Then take advantage of 
our PRICE-LESS offer and advertise it here for FREE - call 
0870 241 8745 for details. 


1984 (pp) DAF BOVA CALYPSO, 53 seats, tested to 
Marh 2005 £1,800 +VAT 01691 780212 


DAF PLAXTON $B2300, 1987, taxed & 12 months 
Test, 57 seats, with inertia belts, Cumbria £5,850 +VAT 
01900 606707 


DAF BOVA CALYPSO, 53 belted seats, retrimmed all 
framework, sound, T&T, Somerset £1,750 +VAT 01934 
618292 or 0870 2418891 


DAF MB 200 VAN HOOL ALIZEE 1982, 49 belted 
recliners, toilet, TV, wired for Vidoe, T&T/pp, Somerset 
£3,950 +VAT 01934 618292 or 0870 2418891 


1985 DAF BOVA CALYPSO 53 seater, new Mol, taxed 
to March ‘05, good reliable vehicle, launted silver, Norfolk 
£2,500 +VAT 01553 761410 or 07761 242801 


DAF MB200 PARAMOUNT 3200, 1983, 53 reclin- 
ers, inertia reel belts, ZF auto, private plate, MoT June 05, 
good cond £6,000 +VAT 01843 223680 (Kent) 


DENNIS DOMINATOR East Lancs, 75 seats, excellent 
condition, Gardner engine, Volth 4 speed, g/box, Mot Nov. 
‘05. Priced to sell at £5,450 +VAT 0116 2769456 


1976 DAIMLER FLEETLINE, complete interior, very good 
condition, gardner engine, automativ transmission based 
unleeds £2,000 ono +VAT 077860 75318 


BRISTOL VR ECW, tested April 2005, Gardner Eng., 74 
seats £2,000 ono +VAT 07762 907812 or 0161 787 9948 


LEYLAND OLYMPIAN 


Low height, 1985, 69 coach type 
seats, Gardner engine, 
recon 5-speed auto, MoT March, 
new radio/cassette, 

P/A sound system. Just resprayed. 


Reduced to £7,500+VAT 
for quick sale 
01424 218295 
(East Sussex) 


aS 


1991 IVECO 25 high back seats coach/bus, belted pp 
£2,795 +VAT 01254 237032 


fronexnecne 


JONCKHEERE P599, DAF MB200 engine, good solid 
vehicle all round with 46 reclining seats, belts, 2 tables and 
rear sunken toilet. No test but needs little work to pass 
£3,750 ono +VAT 01333 424777 or 07832 162371 


1987 Jonckheere 
Jubilee P35 


37 seater, MoT until end of April 
2005, Full coach spec, wired for 
_ TV/Video, Powered by rear 


Tel: 01355 236213 
or 01355 233675 


LAG 1986 LAP PANORAMIC private plate, 49 seat, 
executive, excellent mechanics and interior, body needs 
attention, MoT April 05, Chariots of Essex Lid £3,500 +VAT 
01268 581444 


Selling an LDV for under £6,000? Then take advantage of 
our PRICE-LESS offer and advertise it here for FREE - call 
0870 241 8745 for details. 


LDV CONVOY, 1998, 2.5 1D, undefloor lift, power door, 
14 seats, 3 point belts, full class 7 MoT, new paint, many 
new parts £3,750 +VAT 01207 290424 


LDV, 16 seater, R reg, taxed, 12 mths PSV, COIF, good condi- 
tion, regualry maintaned, Kidderminster £3,500 +VAT 
01562 741610 


LDV 12/93 ‘L’ LDV 400, underslug Wilkes t/lift, 14 seats 
or 1] seats + 2 w/chairs, high back coach seats, 3 point belts, 
tax 30/11/04, PSV MoT 25/02/2005. Immaculate condi- 
tion throughout £1,995 ono +VAT 01772 635820 or 
07801 884733 


LDV CONVOY 1997 Preg 2.5 Diesel, low roof, 16 seats 
with 3-point belts, 12 mths class 7 MoT £2,395 ono +VAT 
07050 199374 


LDV 400 215D 1995 (Dec) 17 seater PSV, COIF, test 
April 05, taxed Jan 05 Ricon taillift and tracking, 3 point 
belts, well-maintained, ready for work £3,000 no VAT 
01389 732364 


LDV CONVOY, 2000 - W reg, 16 seat + driver, factory 
minibus, high roof, full PSV MoT, taxed until Sept., new 
clutch, new tyres, 74,000mls, whith LWB, high roof, 3-point 
inertia belts, 2.5 Ford engine & gearbox, full sound system 
and interior lighting £3,995 +VAT 01553 761410 
(Norfolk) or mobile 07761 242801 


Selling a Leyland for under £6,000? Then take advantage 
of our PRICE-LESS offer and advertise it here for FREE - 
call 0870 241 8745 for details 


LEYLAND To Clear 1989 LAG, 49 seater, toilet £5,000 
ono +VAT 01626 201 052 


1986 LEYLAND TIGER DUPLE 320, 53 seats, MoT 
10/05, new tyres, nice vehicle £4,600 +VAT 01929 
423388 or 07778 430486 (Mobile) 


1982 (Y) LEYLAND OLYMPIAN, 78 seats, MoT Dec. 
‘04, seatbelted £6,000 +VAT 01691 780212 


1982 (X) LEYLAND OLYMPIAN 77 seats, MoT Dec. 
“04, seathelted £3,000 +VAT 01691 780212 


LEYLAND DAF 400, mechanically sound, interior 
complete, 16 seats, little work for Mot £400 ono +VAT 0151 
6484206 


2xN Reg LEYLAND DAF 400 MINIBUSES, high 
roof, high back, seats with belts, both long test certs. | taxed, 
both ready for work, loss of school contract reason for sale 
£1,500 - £1,000 ono +VAT 01225 832507 or 07970 
44848] 


LEYLAND 1985 P/P TIGER DUPLE 
CARIBBEAN Il, 50 seater, re-pannelled, retrimmed, 
much better than most, MoT and taxed, white manual 
£5,495 +VAT 01325 333727 or 07836 574222 


LEOPARD PLAXTON, 1980, 12m, 57-seats- belted, MoT 
June 05, tidy and reliable vehicle £ 1,450 ono +VAT 07947 
391833 (Cumbria) 


LEYLAND LEOPARD, engine and semi-auto gearbox - 
buyer can drive the bus away for £600 +VAT 01236 
763671 (Central Scotland) 


LEYLAND TIGER PLAXTON 3500, 53 seats, D/G, 
rec + belts, MoT to end Oct. ‘04, Inspection facilities avail- 
able, p/x considered for 23/27 seater £4,750 +VAT 
01989 720616 (Gloucs) 


PRICE-LESS -— ring 0870 241 8745 for details 


MAN SR280, MoT April ‘05, 53 recliners, rear conti- 
nental door, radio/cass, good runner, front reline £2,600 
ono +VAT 0151 355 8888 


Selling a Mercedes-Benz for under £6,000? Then take advan- 
tage of our PRICE-LESS offer and advertise it here for FREE 
- call 0870 241 8745 for details. 


1991 MERCEDES 811D, 29 high back seats, tax & MoT 
£3,995 ono +VAT 01626 201 052 


1990 MERCEDES BENZ 811D, 28 seats, auto service 
bus with ticket machine, tax & MoT £3,995 +VAT 01626 
201 052 


MERCEDES BENZ TAZ DUBRAVA coach, 1989, 49 
seats, toilet, 0M422 engine, recent rebuild, airdoor mecha- 
nism, private plate, space needed £2,500 ono +VAT 01903 
261554 


MERCEDES - BENZ 1991 16/20 seat belted, pp 
£1,850 +VAT 01254 237032 


2001 Yreq 


Mercedes Sprinter 


routeONE 


Mercedes Buses and Coaches from the nextbus fleet 


Mercedes 709D, K reg, 29 highback seats, retractable lap belts, recon 
Crewe engine fitted July 2004, manual £11,950 


Mercedes 709D, L reg, 1993, Dormobile, repanelled, new flooring, 29 high- 
back retrimmed seats, lap belts, in build NOW ........ 0. sc eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee £9,950 


Mercedes 709D, K reg, Alexander, 16 highback seats, 3 point belts ....£7,000 


Mercedes 709D, L reg 1993, Dormobile, 25 bus seats, (would go to 29) 
allison auto, new MOT 


Mercedes 811D, H reg 1991, Carlyle, 31 bus seats, fastflow door, repanelled 
in Aluminium 2003, new MOT, allison auto £4,250 


These vehicles are from our own fleet and are in daily use, all vehicles are in 
good mechanical weloe and feady to work. 


Mercedes 609D, N reg, Frank Guy van conversion, 20 bus seats, long MOT, 


needs paint £3,500 choice of 3 
— —_ eee . 


Mercedes 709 - 814 Minibus/coach 
16 - 33 seats / Power Door / Lap + 3 point belts option / 
Diptac options 
PRICES FROM £125 PER WEEK 


311 cdi 
Brand new conversion, - 
Richard & Shaw high back extra wide 5 seats, 3 Re fae 
luggage racks, walnut dash, curtains, Happich roof hatch, 
front entrance, emergency door at rear, body kit on request, 
full service history, excellent condition, 
£16,995 (plus VAT) 

If you need any other information then please do not 

hesitate to give me a call on 


01236 767969 


MERCEDES - BENZ 709 1987, 24 seats, good runner 
with service seats £1,200 ono +VAT 01268 525469 


MERCEDES - BENZ 609D 20-seat minibus, full PCV, 
Crystals convesion, bi-fold power door, high back coach seats 
- fully belted, very useful dual-purpose in good condition with 
MoT to Nov 05 £4,300 +VAT 01823 672247 (Somerset) 


35 seat (+21 standees) versions of the 
east Lancashire Coach Builders 


“Myllennium" body wi 


the proven 


MAN 14.220 HOCL chassis underneath 


Remainder of manufacturers warranty 


will be trasnferred. - 


Classified booking deadline Monday 4pm 


1983 MERCEDES JONCKHEERE 51 seat, no Mol, drives 


away for £2,500 +VAT 01206 823694 


MERCEDES - BENZ ZF 0303 six-speed, 1981, 53 reclin- 
ers- belted seats, MoT 2005, good cond for year, private plate 
£5,000 +VAT 01843 223680 (Kent) 


Vehicle Sales 


La 


Mercedes 814 VARIO, 
2002/02 Reg. 


24 Coach Seats, plus courier seat; luggage racks 
and forced air. ONYX conversion. 
Excellent condition £28,000 + VAT 


Mercedes Sprinter 413 CDI, 
2002/02 Reg. 


16 Coach Seats, luggage racks, forced air. 
panoramic tinted windows, coach rear. ONYX 
conversion. Excellent condition (choice of two) 

£22,500 + VAT 


Timberbush Tours 
Please telephone: 
0131 226 6066 (Edinburgh) 
Gary Voy: 07899 947228 


MERCEDES - BENZ 410D 16-seat minibus, full PCV 
Autobus conversion, fully belted, front entry, good cond for 
year, MoT to June 05 £4,200 +VAT 01823 672247 
(Somerset) 


> 


Selling a Minibus for under £6,000? Then take advantage 
of our PRICE-LESS offer and advertise it here for FREE - 
call 0870 241 8745 for details. 


FORD TRANSIT DORMOBILE, 1991, 16 seater, PSV 
test to end Oct, long tax, good condition £ 1,800 ono +VAT 
07831 206062 
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routeONE Vehicle Sales 


Heatons Motor Co 


(WIGAN) 


51 LDV Convoy 
Chrome Euroliners, Hi Locker, front loader, front lowered step 
entry, Turbo Diesel, 16 highback Coachseats in Moquette, (all on 
tracking), Luggage racks, PA systems, external taillift, A top quality 
conversion, super dual purpose minibus. Superb value £13,000 


P Mercedes 609 
Coachbuilt, ELWB, 16 highback seats (all on tracking), Ricon Fully 
auto taillift, full carpetlined, low miles, excellent order all round 


£9,995 


£25,950 + VAT 
Mercedes-Benz Sprinter 413CDI 


New Vehicle, Price Includes 


X IVECO 50C11 


16 seat, external taillift, full carpetlined, lots of unwin tracking, 
Diesel, PAS low mils. Excellent vehicles 


£16,995 Choice of 2 


16+1 High back coach seats M2 tested 


Drivers seat retrimmed to match 

3 point seat belts 

M2 tested floor 

Fully lined and trimmed interior 
Curtains and padded head covers 
Enlarged entrance step 

Tinted side glazing 

Powered roof fan blowing in or out 
Roof window 

Tachograph 

Euroliner stainless wheel trims 

2 year warranty 

Radio/CD with 6 speakers 

First aid kit and fire extinguisher 
Coif and legal lettering ; 


Tel: 01202 842433 Fax: 01202 885664 


or contact Colin Fairhead: 07966 641768 


Unit 12 Canford Magna Business Park, Magna Road, 
Wimborne, Dorset BH21 3AP 


VehicleSource 


www.vehiclesource.com_ [! LTD 
= ° 


P Ford Transit 
Coachbuilt 16 seats, fully auto external taillift, powerdoor, front 
entry, Turbo Diesel, low mils, complete flat floor, carpetlined, a 
nice dual purpose vehicle. PSV Tested. 


£7,995 


R Choice of 6 Peugot Boxer, Fiat Duccatos, 
LWB, Highroof, 8/10 highbackseats, 4 pointbelts, Internal & 
External taillift, good quality conversions, unwin tracking, non 
slip floor, excellent condition & prices from 


£5,495 


01 Ford Transit MWB, 
semi high roof, 47,000 miles, 8 seats and driver, matching 
moquette seats, non-slip floor, full carpetlined, plenty luggage 
space a new shape transit for 


£8,995 


98 Mercedes Sprinter 410, 
16 highback Seats, 4 Pointbelts, 34,000 mls. (Charity owned 
from new), frank guy conversion, external taillift, full carpetlined, 
non slipfloor, lots of unwin tracking (will be PSV’d), Chrome 


Euroliners. Absolute showroom condition. £15,000 


o- or 


1998 (New stock) Iveco 49-10, 
(some writing) but Highback seats, choice of 6 
Excellent value at £5,995 


VehicleSource Ltd, Court Road Ind Est, Llantarnam Cwmbran, NP44 3AS 


15 & 17 seat - e/w, e/mirr, COIF/PSV 4yr Warranty COIF/PSV 
17 Seat 115ps/ 137ps white from £19,395 17 Seat 75ps,Hi Roof from £14,495 
15 Seat front air/con 137ps.from £17,995 17 Seat 90ps,Hi Roof from £14,995 


03 Ford Transit 17 seater 


21,000 miles, Factory spec, tinted windows, showroom 
condition inside & out, A very desirable minibus, excellent value 


£15,750 


_ USED FORD MINIBUSES _ 12 seat Pregio 2.7 diesel from £15,500 


03 Ford Transit 17 seat 90 & 2.4TD 12,000 miles, Air Con, in white, COIF/PSV £16,995 
02 Ford Transit 17 seat 115ps 2.4 TD, 35,000 miles, high back seats, white, COIF/PSV £16,495 
51 01 Ford Transit 15 seat 2.4TD, Iwb, high back seats, 38,000 miles, white, COIF/PSV £11,995 
X00 Ford Transit 17 seat 2.5 diesel, 67,500 miles, high back seats,white, COIF/PSV £8,995 
W00 Ford Transit 17 seat 2.5 diesel, 61,000 miles, high back seats in white, COIF/PSV £10,495 


04 LDV Convoy 17 seat 2.4td.75ps, high-roof, delivery miles only in white, COIF/PSV £14,995 
03 LDV Convoy 17 seat 2.4td, high-roof,19000 miles, SLD, PAS,white, COIF/PSV £11,595 
52 LDV Convoy 17 seat 2.4 td, -roof, 12,000 miles, SLD, PAS,white, COIF/PSV £10,995 
02 LDV Convoy 17 seat 2.4 td, high-roof, 32,000 miles, SLD, PAS, white, COIF/PSV £10,495 
51 LDV Convoy 17 seat 2.5d , high-roof, 55,000 miles,SLD,PAS, white, COIF/PSV £8,250 
Y01 Renault Master 17 seat 2.5d LWB high roof,70.000 miles,SLD,PAS, COIF/PSV £10,495 
Y00 LDV Convoy 17 seat 2.5d, high roof , 39,000 miles SLD,PAS,white, COIF/PSV £7,995 


T99 LDV Convoy 17 seat 2.5d, high roof, 150,000 miles,SLD,PAS,white, COIF/PSV £4,495 
S99 Ford Transit 9 seat 2.0 ltr. petrol, SWB, high bach seats, PAS, white £3,495 
R98 LDV Convoy 17 seat 2.5 hi roof lwb, SLD.PAS 117,500 miles only,white, COIF/PSV £3,995 
R98 Ford Transit 15 seat 2.5 MWB,3 point belts,120.000miles,CD,SLD , PAS, COIF/PSV £4,595 
R98 LDV Convoy 17 seat 2.5d, low roof, 3 point belts, 147.000 km Tacho, PAS, new Mot £4,595 
Nreg LDV 400 17 seat 2.5d. hi roof, high back seats, SLD , PAS, in white, COIF/ PSV £1,950 
M95 LDV 400 17 seat 2.5d, hi roof , high back seats, SLD , PAS, in blue, long Mot £1,995 


00W Renault Master swb 2.5 diesel. 5 seats, tracking x2 wheelchairs, 35,000 in Blue £12,995 
S$99Peugeot Boxer 1.9d, 5 seats,tracking x2 wheelchairs in board lift,66,000,blue £5,995 
All vehicles subject to VAT @ 17.5%. 
Low Rate Finance available - example quotes and more details on our website 
. Certain new vehicles come pre-registered, details upon request. 
All used vehicles come with 12 Months Mot/PSV & 12 Months RAC Warranty. 
Terms and Conditions apply. We deliver nationwide. 
Full current stock list and photographs on www.vehiclesource.com 
Tel: Graham Thatcher on 


Sales: 01633 860066 & Mobile: 07739 588180 


95 Volkswagon Autohome Caravanette, 
2.4 diesel, 54,000 miles, 3/4 berth, holding tanks, fridge etc, 
Please ring for full spec, excellent condition, Good value 


£11,495 


1998 S Ford Transit LWB, Highroof 


Diesel, 12 Highback seats, 4 point belts, (lots of unwin tracking), 
external cassette tailift, full carpetlined, totally immaculate, F.S.H. 


£7,995 


1995 Mercedes 609 
15/16 Highback seats (all on tracking),(whitacre conversion), 
power door, front entry, internal taillift, full carpetlined, PSV 
tested, low mls, superb value at 


£5,495 


All our vehicles come with quality in mind and give excellent value. 


Tel: 01942 864222 


All prices + VAT. Finance options available. Located MG Junction 23. 
Free nationwide delivery. 


www.heatonsmotorco.co.uk 
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routeONE 


Holloway G 


FOR THE BIGGEST & BEST 


NEW 

815MEDIO, 29 recliners, air Conditioned,.coach built, Stock 

|814 PLAXTON BEAVER, 2 plus 33 coach seats, L+D belts, Bus 
Chassis bus body, DDA dual purpose, service spec. ‘boot and luggage 
racks, 3 weeks 


spec. 4 weeks 

614 MERCEDES RL&B, 24 seats, power door, deep boot, curtains 
4 weeks 

USED 

2001 (P/P) MERCEDES 412, 16 seater 

2001 (Y) MERCEDES 614, 24 seats, Power door, Choice 

2000 (W) PLAXTON CHEETAH, 33 seats, deep boot, curtains 
|1997 (P) MERCEDES 614, 24 seats 


1995 (N) MERCEDES 711, 25 seat, coach built, Power door 


814 PLAXTON CHEETAH, 33 coach seats, RL&B, radio/ PA, full coach 


1996 (N) MERCEDES 7115.29 seats, Mellor body, coach built & spec. 


SELECTION OF NEW AND USED 
MINIBUSES & MIDI COACHES, 
CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE 


FORD TRANSIT 2.5 Di, 1992 (J), Mold Oct ‘04, long 


| 
tax, 15 seats, in good condition for year. (North London) 


£1500 no VAT 07831 206062 


1998 (R), LDV 400 CONVOY, tail lift, 11 seats, Ford 
running gear, side loading door, class 5, MoT til Dec. ‘04, long 
taxed, very low milage. (North London) £3,200 +VAT 07831 | : 
206062 


FORD TRANSIT 2.5 DIESEL, 15 seater, sld, tox and 
tested (psv/coif), many new parts, excellent runner and good 
condition for year (j reg. 1991), reluctant sale due to loss of 
contract £1,750 ono +VAT 0121 3133545 


a CE 
renee ‘H LL, LANAR 
CONTACT J | 
or EV ENINGS 


1989 FREIGHT ROVER SHERPA, 16 seats, spares or 
drive away £300 ono +VAT 01206 823694 


| LDV 400 lé-seat minibus, full PCV Autobus conversion, fully 
belted, front entry. Peugeot Turbo engine and power steering, 
good cond for year, MoT to Sept 05 £3,500 +VAT 01823 
672247 (Somerset) 


HOLLOWAY 
COMMERCIALS 


www. pfbliowsycontiieeeenees 


1984 NEOPLAN CITYLINER (DAF 11-6), 53 seats. 
Moseley in the South £4,000 +VAT 01823 653000 


—_ N 


1993 OPTARE METRORIDER, 25 seats, wide door 
£3,995 +VAT 01254 237032 


paS 


i 


pal 
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routeONE Trader 


London United Busways Ltd 
Route Master Buses For Sale 
£7,999 + VAT 


Date Entered Bonnet 
Number 


Registration Date Entered 


Bonnet Registration —_Test Expires 
Number Service 


Number Number Service 


D519 —-25/10/2 
NML 600E Sold 
NML621E — 05/06/21 
NML646E 13/11/21 
NML 650E Sold 
SMK 697F — 27/08/21 
SMK 702F — 01/02/2 
SMK 720F —10/02/2 
SMK721F —15/05/2 
SMK 729F —17/03/2 


01/07/1966 
01/05/1967 
01/06/1967 
03/07/1967 
11/07/1967 
15/09/1967 
02/10/1967 
06/11/1967 
06/11/1967 
06/11/1967 


ALM 338 Sold 
ALM 788 Sold 
CUV 298C Sold 
CUV 349C Sold 
HSL 660** = =—13/11/2004 
JD 432D i 
JD 447D i 
JD 463D I 
I 
I 


06/11/1964 
02/12/1964 
01/10/1965 
01/12/1965 
01/11/1961 
15/03/1966 
21/04/1966 
06/05/1966 
06/05/1966 
02/07/1966 


RML 2519 
RML 2600 
RML 2621 
RML 2464 
RML 2650 
RML 2697 
RML 2702 
RML 2720 
RML 2721 
RML 2729 


RM 2033 

RM 2078 

RML 2298 
RML 2349 
RML 891 

RML 2432 
RML 2447 
RML 2463 
RML 2464 
RML 2500 


JD 4640 
J)D 5000 


These buses where given a major refurbishment two years ago where the were given new 
Cummins Euro 2 engines new Allison automatic gearboxes and Eminox catalytic converters provid- 
ing emissions levels equivalent to Euro 3 standard. The vehicles als had there trim refurbished and 
the vehicle bodies were repainted. 

Available fom mid September these vehicles will have just come out of service from Route 9. 


To view any of the vehicles please call Joseph Sage on 020 8400 6680 


The vehicles are sold inclusive of tyres but there will be an addition charge for road fund licence 
and fuel. **number plate extra 


1980 VOLVO B58, 49 seats, out of test £1000 +VAT 
01691 780212 


Selling a Scania for under £6,000? Then take advantage of 
our PRICE-LESS offer and advertise it here for FREE - call 
0870 241 8745 for details. 


1986 SCANIA K112, JONCKHEERE P599, 49 reclin- 
ing seats, centre sunken toilet, continental door, double glaz- 
ing. Moseley in the South Lid. £5,000 +VAT 01823 653000 


1987 SCANIA K92_ 60 seat service bus, East Lancs body 
£4,000 +VAT 01254 237032 


VAN HOOL ACRON/ DAF 1984, 48 retrimmed recliners, 
nice toilet, luggage floor and metal work renewed, stretch 
panels and d/glazing like new, MoT just expired - bargain 
£4,000 +VAT 01494 521214 (High Wycombe) 


1999 Volvo B10M 
Plaxton Premier 350 


49/53-seat exec, toilet, servery, 
air con, long MoT, very clean 


£80,950 


Tel: EXCELSIOR COACHES 
01202 555 652 


Van Hool EOS 90 1995 ‘M’ 
Manual MAN, 51 seat executive, air con, owned 
from new, good all round touring coach, 
MoT Sept 05, under 700,000kms 
Choice of one 
£50,000 + VAT finished in your own livery 
Call Adrian in 01249 740444 


ton | | coud, tera Bl re 


Free estimateSmam 
Quick turnarounm 


Mob 077177 68315 


Selling a Volvo for under £6,000? Then take advantage of our 
PRICE-LESS offer and advertise it here for FREE - call 0870 
241 8745 for details. 
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Established 1983 
\ FF ‘5 bate ped of anna ee ‘F 7 


1991 Volvo Plaxton 3200 
MoT 19/04/05, 57-seats, 
very good condition 
£23,000 ono 
1989 Volvo Plaxton 3500 
MoT 21/02/05, 57-seats, 
good condition 
£15,500 ono 
Pulhams Coaches 
Bourton on the Water, Glos. 
Tel: 01451 820369 


VOLVO B10M 
PLAXTON 


1990 


53 SEATS, FULLY BELTED 
MOT APRIL 2005 
PRIVATE PLATES 


CLEAN RELIABLE VEHICLE 


£14,000 + VAT ONO 


for further details please telephone 


01243 753107 


All insuranca réfairs Seatbelts 
Full range Of,car-style 
seatbelts available 


Visit our Website on www.tramontanacoach.co. uk 
Cigar knowe Rod@miviotitemmell, Scotland ML1 SLE 
Tel: (01698) 861790/ 253845 Fax: (01698) 860778 


Vehicle Sales 


1st Registered 17/02/98, 53 reclining 

seats, Telma, Tinted Windows with 

Double Glazing, Radio PA, Aircraft 
Style Lockers, | Years MOT. 

In the last 2 Years this vehicle has 
had engine rebuild kit, tacho head 
and turbo. Ex- Shearings. 

£37,500+vat 
Telephone 
01923-279991/07801-866231 
(Watford) 


All Irizar glass 
and spares 


mike, 


ih oho 


Classified booking deadline Monday 4pm 


Volvo B10M Mk1 
1983 Jonckheere 
P50 body 
55-seater, 
MoT March/05 
£8,500 + VAT 
01362 683831 
(Norfolk) 


1989 Volvo B10M 
Plaxton Paramount 
3500 Exec 


51 recliners with inertia belts, 
long MoT, taxed, centre 
toilet/washroom, curtains, 
monitor/DVD player, aircraft 
lockers, v.g.c. inside & out, 
Volvo main dealer maintained. 


£16,500 + VAT 
01474 832944 


routeONE badder vehicle sales 


1989 (Various G plate) Leyland 
Lynx, 49 seats + belts, MoT’s, 
some in daily use 

Price: £5950 + VAT 

1991 (H3 FTG) Toyota Optimo, 
18 seats, no MoT, 

Price: £2,950 + VAT 

1974 (WXI 4357) Volvo B58, 

51 seats, MoT until 

Price: £1,500 + VAT 


Contact either: 

Bob Dunn 0115 924 8250 or 
John Moore 0115 924 8270 or 
0797 100 2097 


fy | SALOPIA 
COACHES OF 
& | SHROPSHIRE LTD 


ae 
1986 Leyland Tiger TL11 
Plaxton Paramount 3200 HD 
53 seats, roller belts, good 
condition, choice of 2 
(1 with 12 months MoT) 
£7,250 each 


1988 Dennis Javelin 
Duple 320 


Moving into the 
future with Hansar 


#4 Hire Purchase 
#4 Finance Lease 
#4 Operating Lease 
#4 Choic:s 


UK Registered Design Number 3017660 
Copyright © 2004 


57 seater, lap belts, 
retrimmed seats, good panels, 
sprayed in white, 

12 months MoT £8,250 


All of the above are subject to 
VAT @ the appropriate rate. 
Fleet upgrades and delivery 

of vehicles next month 
forces the sale 
CALL RICHARD ON 
01939 232137 OR 


MOBILE: 07967 301564 


For all enquiries call Hansar on 0161 488 4000 HANSAR 
All finance is subject to status and only available to persons aged 18 or over. 
Business users only. Hansar Finance Ltd, Bridgeway House, Mellor Road, FINANCE 


Cheadle Hulme, Cheshire SK8 SAU. LIMITED 


ih *Toilet + Video + CD + DiGlaz 
ad quality repaint 4 weeks ag 


WANTED VARIO 
24-seater Midi Coach or 
similar up to £25,000. 
Possible P/X for 1989 
609, 19-seater plus 
table, seat belts and rear 
boot, MoT June ‘05 


01923 263984 
Herts 


DAF MB230 / Van Hool Alizee 


Selection of 29-seat refurbished Dart/Pointers & Olympians available - ask for details 


Boomerang Bus 01684 292 108 or 07778 66 44 34 


Specialists 
One of the most experienced providers 
of finance to the PCV operator. 
Whatever your finance requirement - 


we talk your language. 


£32,500 + VAT 


SzUDWISIZABAPe ANOA aduI/d 0} FVZ8 I bT OL8O SUIY PIIJFISSEID 


Volvo B10M / Plaxton Premiere | 


Volvo B10M 
Jonkcheere Deauville 
1991, double glazed, curtains, 
refurbished, 3 years ago, exte- 

rior white, 14 months MoT, new 
clutch, gearbox, injectors, 
shock absorbers, new tyres, 

TV/video, toilet 

£21,750 + VAT 


01233 733278 


Tel: 01827 260601 
Eves/wkends: 07850 500501 / 07831 555377 
Email: sales@ibfc-assetfinance.com 


Contact David Lord or Paul Godwin | 
| 
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routeONE | IFA@EF vehicle sales 


MidWest 


Cheltenham Ltd 


Mercedes 814 MWM33, coach seats, stainless steel frame.Immediate delivery, interior Blue or Burgandy. 


New Vehicles Delivery 


Mercedes 814 MWM33, coach seats, stainless steel frame Immediate 
Mercedes 814 MWM29, as above but with Air-Con, January 

Mercedes 413 ONYX, 16 seats with O/S door and wheel chair lift Immediate 
Mercedes 413 ONYX, 16 seats with O/S door, Boot Racks Immediate 


Quality Prepared Pre-Owned 
1999 (V) Iveco Daily 35-10, 16 coach seats with power door 
1983 Leyland Titan D/Decker, 70 seats, seat belts fitted 
www.bussales.co.uk 


B.A.S.E Ltd 


... the operators dealer 


IN BUILD 
CALL FOR DETAILS 
Marcopolo Viaggio 350 
VDL $B4000 PF Auto 
Double Glazed, Air Con, 
TV.Video & Fridge 


From £179,500 + vaT 
Marcopolo Viaggio 350 
MAN or VDL Chassis 

Centre Toilets + Cont. Exit 
Air Con & Usual Extra’s 


From £175,000 + vaT 
Marcopolo Viaggio 350 
MAN or VDL Chassis 


NEW 


From £125,000 + vaT 
Marcopolo Viaggio 330 
MAN 13.220 Auto 
Toilet, Double Glazed 
& Air Conditioning 


VDL BUS 


From £142,500 + vat 
Marcopolo Viaggio 330 
MAN 18.310 Auto 
(310 bhp ZF Auto) 
Double Glazed, Vogel Seats 


From £149,500 + vat 
Marcopolo Viaggio 330 
MAN 18.310 Auto 
(310 bhp ZF Auto) 
Double Glazed, MTB Seats 


MAN 
Lf} 


For further details or a full stock list please contact 
Head Office: lan Hall 01254 685599 
Southern England: Steve Swain 01342 718890 
or check the website www.basecoachsales.co.uk 


< Marcopolo 
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vg 


Stephensons 


of I SSeX 


Olympians 
(All Gardner Engines) 


LOW HEIGHT (13’8) 


1 x X Reg ECW 77 seat body supplied with 
new test £4,500 


1x A Reg ECW 70 coach seats, long test 
£6,750 Tacho fitted 


5 x B Reg Alexander 77 seat bodies, long/new 
tests, £7,250 each from a premier operation, 
Tachos fitted. 


INTERMEDIATE HEIGHT (14'2) 


3 x C Reg ECW 72 seat single door conversions, 
£6,500 each supplied with new tests, 
Tachos fitted 


HIGH CAPACITY 


1xY Reg 81 seat ECW body ex Lothian, 
single door conversion, long test, £7,250 


4 x X Reg 85 seat East Lancs bodies, long 
tests from a well engineered fleet 
£6,250 each 


COACH 


ine let, videos etc. This is a unique 

machine, originally built for Ebdons and 

exhibited at the Commercial Motor Show. 
TL11 engine is a little tired but still 


serviceable. POA for a real piece of history. 


Coaches 


1 x 1984 Volvo B10M Plaxton 3500, 57 seater, 
_ good stretch panels, glazing, tested 

Oct 2005 £5,995 

1 x 1984 Volvo B10M Van Hool Alizee, 53 
seater, tested April 2005, supplied with new 
repaint in your choice of single colour £6,500 
1 x Scania Plaxton 4000, 73 seats, immaculate 

and ready to work £16,750 
1 x G Reg Leyland Tiger Plaxton 3500 
Manual, 51 retrimmed seats, good stretches, 
glazing, long test (cummins engine) £8,995 

supplied with new test 


ALL COACHES BELTED AND 
WITH TACHOS 


Engines and Boxes 
Tiger Semi auto box Pnuemocyclic 


VR semi auto gearbox £350 
Volth Gearbox Metrobus £450 
ZF 6 speed gearbox £400 
Gardner 6L X B ex National £995 


Ring our engineering number 07909 788980 


All Prices + VAT 
30 mins from M25. part exchange welcome 


01702 541511 (office hours) 


PRICE-LESS — ring 0870 241! 8745 for details 


routeONE | WFAaGEF vehicle sales 


BUS & COACH (UK) LTD 


For the finest 16 to 41 seat Mercedes coaches available 
with outstanding customer service to match 


{! Welcome to Esker (UK) !! 


J.J. KAVANAGH & SONS LTD. 


ESTABLISHED 1919 


Head office - Main Street, Urlingford, Co. Kilkenny 
Tel: +353 56 8831106 Fax: +353 56 8831172 
Web: www.jjkavanagh.ie Email: info@jjkavanagh.ie 


These coaches have the following features: 
(Choice of 8) ‘99 + 00 reg 

@ Air Conditioning and climate control 

®@ 49/53 deluxe reclining seats with footrests 

@ On board WC facilities on 49 seater coaches 
® Audio, Video & CD facilities 
si 
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These coaches have the following features: 
(Choice of 5 coaches) ‘99 reg only 
@ 49/53 deluxe reclining seats with footrests 
@ On board WC facilities on 49 seater coaches 
@ Seat belts 
@ Fridge 
@ TV &Video 


PLAXTON 
PREMIER 


All vehicles owned by us since new, DOE, COIF. 
No VAT on export. ASK for Paul or JJ 


Classified booking deadline Monday 4pm __routcONE |) November 2004 ) 


routeONE IFa@@Fr wehicie sales 


TEL. NO. 0141 221 3165 
FAX NO. 0141 221 3172 
EVENING: 0141 639 6107 


1175 ARGYLE STREET 
GLASGOW G3 8TQ 


Z Yas ‘W JUS _Mercedes Service Mercedes New 33 Seat 
Super Low Floor ,, ,Q¢¢85 ORMAL ST CRCEDES aia ae Seats Double Decks 


HUGE CHOICE of 25+8 Seat, Full Coach Spec, Manual, Telma, 
Destination, 


1990 Scania Alexander 
NEW SOLO 8 Power Door, all Tested Large Boot, Power Door, PA 80 Seats, Single Door 


Some Upgraded Seats, 3P Belts (Poss 29) + 2 Wheelchairs PLAXTON PRONTO ‘ FROM £ 3500.00 All Ready to Work System, Double Glazed, Forced Air J [ip 
Facing Rear With RAMP, " 1996 BEAVER 709D 27 + PEN.£9500,00 Vent, Reading Lights, Doing 20mpg Excellent Vehicle 
Head Lighting & Electronic | POWER DOOR : rn Only € 20000.00 
Destination, Mercedes Engine 16 PANOPAMIC ander 27 + Per u : 


Allison Auto Gearbox 


6 
WHEELCHAIRS 


" eS Dare Seat,Auto, ELCB Single & 
Kia Pregio 
Supplied with 12 Seats & Belts lose! Double Door, “Tyres. Mon 
FULL SPECIFICATION as Baeneis 
gniy € 17090,00 


Used 2004 Mini Dart 8500 miles only PART OF HYUNDI GROUP 


2001 Mini Dart Low Mileage VALUE FINISH QUALITY 
£9999,00 + VAT uxury For Under £27500.00 Si Power Door, Destination, Luggage 
ies Darts Goeted Rerie Nov JAN. 05 DELIVERY i i Choice of 3........... rs 14000.00 _ 2000 Cheetah 29 Luxury Spec,PA 1982 MCW Metro Bus: 
4997 Cholce PI 104 Forced Air Ventilation, 16 Seats ' B14D 1997 Piaxton 27+12 Seats, Air 1998 Mercedes 814D 33 SeatCoach 76 Seats.Alexander Fully Auto 
‘olce Plaxton 10. 2 Reading Lights, Twin Wheel = = Suspension, New Telma, Diptac. 1998 Mercedes 814D 33 Seat Coach Choice Available 
Single Door, 29/35 Seated Service Buses unregistered Mere Warranty = : : 1996 Mercedes 814D 33 Seat Coach Only £ 2500.00 
SLIMLINE CAETANO + OPTARE 4 1993 Mercedes 814D 33 Seat Coach an 1980 MCW 
os Dual Purpose, 16 Seats,Belts ing, eee | aeons SO eens 76 Seats, Auto Height 14 ft 6 
Destination Power Door, LWB, ‘Seat, ee 
LDV 12-17 Seat New Mercedes Vito's Super .£ 25000.00 Mercedes New 24 Seat 
Factory 16 Seat Finish & Performance 814D Marshall 33 Semi Coach 1981 Metrobus 
eee een om Suspension, Tekma, 1800 Available in Long & Extra Long 88 BHP! ‘Kneeling (11799) Air Susp... £27800.00 Sr Gente trary power Dax Choice of 5 with Gardner 
ily .00, 4 Year Warrant — Engine Low Mileage, Excellent 409 BHP / 150 BHP, Luggage Space ( ZF Gearbox, Teima, Power Door, Engine and one4Q6aiall 
16 Seats LWB Wheelchair 2 
Front Entry £ 26500.00 EARLY EHAHion.......£8000.00 Factory Built, Quick Release Seats & Mercedes Dual Purpose een Cig, Foe) ARNae Tested, Tyres included 
16 Seats LWB Service or Coach Metr See Fast SGoach Gack End. Larue Baath) reversible, 6 Spead Gearbox, 3 Years oT lpg tea 
jetrorider LWB, , Fasi w See 5 Talomcore all Purpose with 33 Highback Seats with 3 Also available Only £800.00. 
Deets te ne 75000.09 POW Or Normal 24/25/96/07 ail Forced Arr Vent. Electric Door, Cbi Engine giving over 60 MPG, Point Belts, Luggage Racks, Boot Telma, 23 Seats,6 Wheelchairs 
— _,1985 Reeves Burgess Windows (available 7 DAYS) can take up to 2 Wheelchair's, Metallic Kneeling, Auto or Manual - in Stock SLR, Full Boa 
Factory 15 Seat NEW 38 Service Seats, Very Low & Ordinary Paint in stock + 1 
Luggage © 17500.00 Mileage - Like NEW 16 Luxury Twin Rears, Rack, IMMEDIATE DELIVERY + VAT DDA Manual or Auto or 33 Seats Non Air 75 Seat,Voith Auto, Kirkstall 
FORD 9-17SEATS  500t.Belts, Test ‘ z . Suspension. - Also Stock Axte,Air Suspension, Northern 
rf e, LWB ........ £ 24000.00 “Transit 17 Seat NEW Mercedes SPRINTER Counties, Single Door,Gardner 
“NEW with COIF,Luxury ,Tinted Elec- / Wheelchairs, 16 Coach Seats 24 Seat Power Door Tyres, Tested, VERY CLEAN 
- er Luxury Specification - In Stock 
POWER DOOR, 16 SEATS tric Windows & Mirrors Only 52K 


Only £.5500,00 


METALIC SILVER Ford Transit 15 Seat 2003 Transit 16 Seats, Luxury 
£27000.00 (14 with COIF) Air Con 222 Tra. 14 Hiback PSV 03 814D 24 Seat Power Door 52k 
Electric Windows & Mirrors BMC PROBUS 24 Coach, Boot 97 611D 24 Seat Power Door,Boot 
35 Coach Reclinings = ‘Only 232 K 97 612D 24 Seat Boot, Belts Park Royal Body, Open 
24 Coach Spec Platform, Tyres Cummins 
‘iio, Air Conditioning Only 264K DDA Manual or Auto on Spring Suspen- 98 614D 24 Seat Luggage, Boot Auto, Refurbished 
Telma, Double Glazed 4998 MERCEDES 614D 24 Coach Spec _ 810”. #80 2 only pean oe DDA Com- 98 614D 24 Seat Belts, Boot <j Choice Available 
Tints, Curtains LOW MILE- Boot, Racks, Belts. Power Door aes sites Height 14ft 6 
AGE - BEING TOWED Courier Dual Purpose Coach Clearance - IVECO ENGINE OR CUMMINS 
Penet Baer Onn 320K Repannelied ee oan 
. ower Door, Only epannelle 8110 199131 Seats.Man Belts. Seats, 6 ZF, Belts £ 5500.00 1986 - 1989 Leyland Lion - TURBO 
Ford Tournes 9 Seat Shestehair Book -£14000.00 844 1993 33 Hiback Seats Bets Boot. 1987 Sera Kassbahrar 36 Recin 04 to 06 Seats Wa 
Sees + Driver Anion poe 8+ Driver! 1996 MERCEDES 711D TURBO 25/29 4 4p 1998 23+8 Upgraded HiBack Seats, ers,Demountable Toilet Tv, Fridge il bade it yaad ‘Dit 
2003 Ford Transit 2 ams STOCK Power Door, Racks, Large Boot. Low Mil New Telma, Low mileage DIPTAC Boiler,Full$pec............£16000.00 roy ee Height 15f 
16 Seats, Low Mileage New Mercedes Sprinter Pronto 4996 MERCEDES 711D TURBO 24 814D1998 Plaxton 33 Highb: 1986 DAF Lag S1Hiback Seats i 
1999 Ford Transit -16 + Power Door, 6 WiChairs_ Coach Spec, Power Door, Permo, Large Telma, E> ee 6 Speed,Reading Lights,Forced VERY GOOD aa 
14 Ha eae oy Now in Stock on aa Se Oo Forced Choice from £ 13000.00. 
New Mercedes 413 Twin 1994 PLAXTON 814D eat, Power 
Telma,DIPTAC. £ 23000.00 1985 Setra Kassbohrer 49/53 PRIVATE PLATE 
16/5 Wheelchair a Door, [aoe Boot Excobent ii —_ 814D 1998 Mellor 29+6 or 31 Upgraded Hiback, Telma, Fridge,Reading 
2000 eat Power Door, Large Boo! . Telma, 4 OW Lights,Forced Ai £ 4500.00 
Wheelchair.Extra Large Boot, Only 281K 16210000 eee eee ne nce eee en eee igs MERE Va VOLVO PLAXTON 4000 
fas a Denali 33 Coach Seats. -o. ££ 23000.00 Ail Extra, Low Mileage... £5500.00 seer te 
o Has 29 Hiback Seats, Power 1997 B10 Vanhool 49 Seats Full 
Soach Seats, or Low 10 Wheel = ‘ a J Ss & New Test 
o MERCEDES 814D OPTARE chairs, Flat Floor EARLY BOOK YOUR NEW VEHICLES Door. Boot = ONLY £ 16000.00 


All Double Decks include Tyres and Test 


Ready to Work - Excellent Finance Rates 
Available 


1995 will take up to Seven 29HIBACK COACH SEATS —_ Extra Long 16 / 5 Convoy FOR JAN 1ST DELIVERIES 
Horses, CCTV, Full Kitchen, POWER DOOR, WIC FACILITY Wheelchair, Luxury Specification. rROM 5 SEATS/8/16/24/33 & 47 ase Purchase Agreements at 
‘Shower & TV Sleeping Facility ALLISON AUTO GEARBOX — Panoramic Windows Front Entry le 


ry New © USE EMAIL : BLYTHSWOODMOTORS@AOL.COM 


FREE WITH ALL NEW & USED VEHICLES 
SATELITE NAVIGATION WEB SITE : BLYTHSWOODMOTORS.CO.UK 


TRANSPORT MULTI SERVICES LTD 


VOLVO B10M PLAXTON PARAMOUNT 3500 
1991 on private plate, ZFAuto transmission, 57 
retrimmed seats, long MoT, 

3 SOLD 1 REMAINING 

SPECIAL PRICE £23,950 

VOLVO B10M PLAXTON PARAMOUNT 3200 
1986 Full exec, 49 retrimmed seats, rear : 
mounted toilet, 12 months MoT k - 79 seats, air con, TV, DVD, fridge, 
£14,000 toilet, coffee machine, tow bar, 
Reg 1-8-98 For £16 


LDV CONVOY MINIBUS 
1996 on private plate, 16 highbacked belted 
seats, MoT Sept 05 


£4,750. Ayatt atlas first registered 
: 5.11.2001. 53 Reclining seats, 2 
1996 MERCEDES 814L MIDICOACH, 35 belted seats, large boot, , TV's andi video, tollet. air-con. 2 
Radio/PA system, courier seat, MoT Nov. 05, £23,950 ae fridges, and <aftee machine. Very 
1989 VOLVO B10M PLAXTON PARAMOUNT 3200, 57 belted seats, new good condition. With 12 months 


stretch panels, 12 months MoT, £16,950 care MoT. F 
PART EXCHANGE BARGAINS TO CLEAR 


MAKE US A SENSIBLE OFFER 
BEDFORD YNV DUPLE 320 1987- _seats, MoT Dec 04 


Marco Polo, Wheelchair 
Cartridge Lift, Tracking, Up to 10 


57 belted seats, MoT May 05 SPARES 

VOLVO B10M CAETANO ALGARVE | PLAXTON SUPREME & PARAMOUNT Wheelchairs, 53 Reclining seats, 
- 1986 on private plate, 53 belted GLASS TV & Video MoT till April 2005. 
recliners, MoT Jul 05 SET 57 PLAXTON MK2 standard seats, 


’ : she Registered 14.04.2000. Air con. 
VOLVO B58 - 1976 on private plate, | new trim, new inertia belts : ano C 
rebodied 1986 by Plaxton, 57 belted | SET 53 PLAXTON MK3 recliners j 


FULL SERVICE & MOT FACILITIES AVAILABLE. LARGE FLEET OF COACHES 
AVAILABLE FOR SELF DRIVER HIRE, PRICES FROM £75 PER DAY. 


TEL: 01795 660088 


OR MOBILES: 07961 192927 / 07821 614995 
North Kent 


Classified Ring 0870 241 8745 to place your advertisements 
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52 PLATE FORD TRANSIT 
15 seat factory minibus, LWB, SLD, Genuine 36,000 miles from new, 9OPSI, 2.4 Turbo diesel 
Duo Torque engine, PAS, full sound system, tinted windows, latest spec ... £13,995 


<h 


You think it we build it 

Standard sec includes PAS, 16 high back M2 seats on track- 
ing, 3 point inertia belts with certificate, tinted windows, parcel 
racks, quad vent, rear heater, front entrance with lowered step, : 

8 speaker hi-fi 4 interior lights with dim facility, side impact — Caapsilis pon eet be beeieadrhiy Paka 
bars fitted, COIF. lighting @ full sound system @ PAS @ Ready to go £8,995 


? "RANGE OF : . 
coLourns 4 ; Wi , — Y REG LDV CONVOY 17 SEAT 


AVAILABLE FACTORY MINIBUS 
- si LWB, High roof, SLD, PAS, 17 forward facing 
H/B seats with 3 point inertia belts, interior 
lighting, 2.5 Ford Diesel engine and gearbox 
@ Excellent value @ £7,495 


2002 (02), Wheelchair Accessible Factory Minibus (Choice of 5) 
M ith underbody cassette lift, 16 passenger seats plus driver, 3 point Inertia 


g, PAS, COIF & PSV, interior lighting, £13,995 
Cee e rec eecerceseseeeseseseessseees 


@ quad vent @ rear heater @ full sound system @ latest spec 90 psi Ford Duro Torque Turbo diesel e 
@ large boot space @ Full COIF and 4 years warranty, concept conversion, built and ready to go today 


THE LOW COST MINICOACH 
2002 (02) LDV CONVOY TURBO DIESEL 


Front entry m vered step 16 H/B passenger seats behi 
the driver ta in Oo 
X REG LDV CONVOY FACTORY MINIBUS, 
LWB, high roof, Side loading door, 17 forward 
e a facing high back seats with 3 point Intertia 
g PROBABLY THE CHEAPEST ertia belts, latest interior, | | belts, 2.5 Ford diesel engine & gearbox. Full 


ystem @ interior a sound system, still under | | Sund system, interior lighting, genuine miles 


02 FRONT ENTRY MINI- iad OF an dV. £9995 
\ INICOACH Call 
COACHES IN THE COUNTRY | | (3 (etsis £7,995 


£10,995 


from new power steering... £6,995 


@ Mercedes-Benz 


2002 TURBO DIESEL LDV CONVOY WITH| |03 PLATE LDV CONVOY, (TURBO||51 PLATE LDV CONVOY 17 SEAT 
BRAND NEW LUXURY SPEC OLYMPUS| | DIESEL) 17 Seat Factory Minibus, LWB,| | FACTORY MINIBUS, \WB Hi roof. SLD, 17 


BRAND NEW MERCEDES CDI 8] | High Roof, SLO, latest spec Ford Duratorque, | | forward facing high back seats with 3 point 
LUXURY SPEC MINICOACH + Turbo Diesel engine and gearbox, H/B seats, | | Inertia belts. 2.5 Ford engine + gearbox. Full 
Front entry off side emergency exit, 16 3 point inertia belts, interior lights and full] } sound system, interior lighting. Low miles. 


H/B soft trim seats with 3 point iner- a sie alted laa 
tia belts, roof vent, rear heater, large : : . 
tinted windoows, parcel shelves, inte- ERR RR RRM? sp ey hl ly Silt ia 
rior reading lights with dim facility, full 7 i THIS WEEKS STAR BUY!! * 
speaker sound system, walnut trim ii X REG LDV CONVOY 
dash -_ : “i 
REAR BOOT SPACE UK VEHICLE, 3 = 17 seat factory minibus, LWB high roof, SLD, PAS, * 
YEARS WARRANTY, CONCEPT * J = - 2.5 Ford engine & gearbox, interior lighting, stereo yy 


i CONVERSION... £28,995 BUILT & * . system, PSV + COIF. Bargain price ... £5,995 


szUdWOSIZADApe ANOA adeI/d 03 SPZE IVT OL80 SUIY PIIJISSEID 


DAVID FISHWICK VEHICLE SALES 
NORTH VALLEY, COLNE BBS ORF ae 
WE LL CHANGE THE WAY minibus, 1996 VOLKESWAGEN CARAVELLE, 


TEL: 01282 615138/86 } | 12 YOU THINK ABOUT VANS. 0 ea 12 seat minibus, SLD, forward facing seats with 3 
= ig ‘ f00X, | | point belts, 2.4 diesel engine, PAS, COIF + PSV, full 
FINANCE ARRANGED full sou m 9 £3,995 | Hound system ... £3,995 


Other low roof minibuses available ig for details. 
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1995 (M reg) 609 D, 16 seat acces- 
sible minicoach, P/D, PLS underfloor lift, 
Just been certified & PSV tested, 
Previously used on light Duty’s only, 
manual gearbox, 3 point belts, H/B 
Moquette seats. Now resprayed in white 
£7,995 


1995 (M) Mercedes 609D 
Manual, 16 seater PSV with space for 6 
wheelchairs, PLS cassette type lift, MoT till 
June 2005, Power door, heater, 3 point seat 
belts, Just serviced, very clean and tidy 


£6,995 


1988 Leyland Tiger Plaxton 
Paramount 3500, Choice of 2 one 51 
recliners and continental door and one 48 
recliners and rear servery and toilet. Both 
in excellent condition, long tests, new DVD 
and 20 inch monitor systems. Michelin 
Tyres (new) a credit to their previous owner 
possibly the best Tigers on the market 
today 6 speed ZF gearboxes £8,950 plus 
VAT 


Classified Ring 0870 241 8745 to place your advertisements 


1988 (E) Jonckheere P50, Li0 
Curnmins Leyland Tiger, Manual Gearbox, 
Air conditioning, 12 month MoT, Tax April 
05, 48 seats, Toilet, Continental Door, 
Recent Respray, Reconditioned Top end 
engine at Cummins £10,500 


1989 (PP) Mercedes 811 TD, 
31 seat coach, High Back Retrimmed 
coach seats, S speed manual G/Box, 
Mo’T May 05, Tax April 05, flip down 
monitor & DVD system (new), new 
drinks machine, Radio & PA, centre 
ganqway carpets, very clean condition 


inside and out, £6,950 


1996 Mercedes 412D twin wheel, 
front entry Sprinter Minibus, with auto- 
matic transmission. 16 passenger seats, 1 
fixed and 15 on tracking. All with 3 point 
belts. Reatr underfloor pis lift. Front, power 
steering 5 cylinder Turbo. 12 months MoT, 
taxed to 2005. very good condition inside 
and out, just fully serviced. £9,250 plus 
VAT will carry up to 4 wheelchair occu- 
pants and escort. Available for hire for 
£225.00 per week plus VAT. 


Choice of Mercedes £1,500 - £50,000 
All prices subject to VAT. Based in Cheshire 


All our vehicles come with a clear HPI report 
Take a look at our website for more great used coaches. 


www.usedcoachsales.co.uk 


Tel: 01925 210202 


Open 7 Days a Week (Weekends By Appointment) 


A D Coach Sales 


Tel: 01884 860767 


New Toyota’s available from stock 


1989 LAG Panoramic - 49 seat exec, very clean 
1992 Mercedes 709 - 27 seater, 3 point belts, 


new high back seats 


1998 Iveco Beaulas Eurorider - 49 exec 
1999 Berkhof Axial Dennis Javelin GX - 46/51 seats 


with servery, air con 


2001 B10M Plaxton Excalibur - Choice 
2001 Volvo B10M Caetano Enigma - Choice of 49/51 


seats, auto 


2001 Scania L94 Irizar Century - 53 seats, air con, auto 


Many more vehicles arriving - if you 
don’t see it - give us a call! 


Wanted - your surplus vehicles for cash 


A D Coach Sales, Newbridge Coach Depot, Witheridge EX16 8PY 


Tel: 01884 860767 Fax: 01884 860711 Email: ggoodwin@adcoachsales.co.uk 


1987 (PP) Bedford YNV 500 
Turbo Caetano Algarve , 57 seats 
with Retractor Belts, 6 Speed ZF 
Gearbox, MoT June 2005, Good Tyres, 
Radio/PA System, Price £3,500 


1994 (L) Mercedes 410 LWB, 
Twin Wheel Minibus, PSV test Oct 05, 15 
HIB seats retrimmed Oct 04, with 3 point 
belts, Drives very well, PAS, Good Condition 
inside & out, fully valleted £4,250 ono 
+VAT 


1998 (R) Mercedes 614 Vario, 
LWB Accessible Minibus, Automatic 
Transmission (12 months warranty), Air 
suspension, 16 high back coach seats, 3 
point retractor belts, 118,000 kilometres 
warranted mileage, power operated door 
with automatic step, certificate of initial 
fitness, 12 months PSV MoT, Also certified 
for 3 seated passengers and 8 wheelchair 
bound passengers, ricon underfloor 
cassette type lift, excellent condition 
inside & out £18,950 


COACH BUILDERS IRL 
www.eurocoachbuilders.ie 


Tel: 00353 7495 31528 Fax: 00353 7495 31930 
Full range of customers 
second hand vehicles for sale 
on our web page 
New Vehicles for Sale Ex Stock 


37 seater Loxia 

35 seater Loxia 
V33 built to order 
V29 built to order 
24 seater Vario 
built to order 

16 seater Sprinter built to order 
New LX29 now available 


For further details on above vehicles contact 
Donal of Leinster Vehicles Distributors Ltd. on 
00353 568831899 


See us in Dublin 20 - 21 November 


1988 Caetano Cutlass 
New 70-seat 3 point belt conversion. Tested March 05. 
Fitted CD, AC, etc. Part exchange may be considered 
01786 814319 / 07831 637 985 


1983 Volvo B10M VanHool, 52 reclining seats (re-trimmed). 
New boot and low step conversion, £4,000 recently spent, 
£5,995 + VAT sold with new MoT 


1984 Volvo B10M Plaxton 3500 Paramount, 53 reclining 
seats, TV, Video, Curtains, Radio & PA, with 12 months test, 
£6,950 + VAT 


Aluminium casing for ZF 65 150c gearbox, 
complete, not damaged 


Rear window for EOS, still in box 


Tel: 01257 473333 
or Mobile: 07740 417969 
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Standard for 17.5", 19.5" & 22.5" wheels Deluxe for 19.5" & 22,5" wheels 


Standard deep 
rear wheel liner 


Deluxe deep 
rear wheel liner 


PAR-615 J 


Stainless 
steel 
cleaner 
400m! 


24.5" Stainless steel wheel trims 


Front 
axle 
trims 


Just a few examples from our 
large range of wheel trims 
pp “PD < 


01/728 SEII899 


Units ee Eastlands Industrial Estate, Leiston, Suffolk IP16 4LL 


IVI & Hi COACHWORKS Lid 


FIRE EXTINGUISHERS, 1 litre foam to BS 5423 
c/w gauge and bracket £28.50 

FIRE EXTINGUISHERS, new red, EEC type, 2 litre 
foam to BS EN3 complete with gauge and bracket 
£31.50 

SCHOOL SIGNS £22.00 per set 

FIRST AID KITS PSV SPEC, within vinyl case 
£16.50 

NO SMOKING stickers, double sided £0.87 each 
EMERGENCY EXIT stickers, white on black 
£0.77 each 

FIRST AID STICKERS, white on green, 
£0.77 each 

FIRE EXTINGUISHER stickers, red on white 
£0.87 each 

WINDOW HAMMERS small £2.50 

ANTI THEFT WINDOW HAMMER (wired) 
£12.50 

‘T KEYS’ £1.75 each 

12/24V DRIVERS FANS £16.50 

LONG REAR MUDFLAP 98in x 12in £29.50 
TWIN WHEEL MUDFLAP 22in x 12in £6.50 


All above plus P&P + VAT 
a 
VISA 


for full list please visit 
LEEDS 0113 244 1671 


e] 


MINIBUS AUCTION EVERY 
WEDNESDAY 7.00 pm 
Large selection of minibuses, 
coaches, welfare & ambulance 
buses, 5,000 auctioned annually. 
Finance can be arranged. 
www.auctioneers.co.uk 


01685 377818 


Microphone Systems 
to include 


@ Various headset types 
@ Handheld range 


www.mhcoachworks.co.uk 


@ RF headsets 


That’s different... 
route 


that’s routeONE 


@ Connections to suit 
@ Other speech/AU 
products available 
FCAU & Co 
Tel: 01594 564552 Fax: 01594 564556 
Email: sales@fcav.co.uk 


www.fcav.co.uk 


Market Place booking deadline Monday 4pm 


Market Place 


Coach Holiday Business 
For Sale 
Derbyshire based, large 
turnover, high profit, 
confidentiality required 


Apply to: 
Box number 21 
routeONE, 
Suite 4, Century House, 
Towermead Business Park 
Fletton, Peterborough PE2 9DY 


Small Coach Firm - Midlands 
For Sale due to health break- 
down and retirement. 

e Five Bedford, Volvo, Mercedes 
vehicles 

e Long term private hire contract, 
just renewed - 3 vehicles 

e Day time school hire to colleges, 
parks etc. Some bookings to 
June 2006 

Ample opportunity for purchaser with 
more vehicles available to expand 
Re-advertised due to Timewaster 


Tel: 07909 543023 
Mr Traynor 


Small well established 
minibus company 
established 10 years. 
With excessive bookings for 
2005. Annual income in excess 
of £80,000. Whole package to 


Small, long established, 
Coach Business 
Manchester area 

6 vehicles, 8 International 
Licenses, Operating contracts, 
Private Hires & Excursions. 
Owner wishes to retire. 
Contact Mr. D. Sykes 
0161 339 2487 


include company name, 
contract + tel. number. 
Offers 
01258 453999 
Selling due to retirement 


High Specification, Low Temperature Operation 


a 


5 0004 - Fax: 0151 356 8408 
Credit cards accepted 


COMMERCIAL PROPERTY 


SCOTLAND, LOTHIANS - 
MINI-BUS HIRE COMPANY 


Well established minibus hire firm with a good mix of both private hire and contract 
work. Nine minibuses, good turnover and excellent adjusted net profits. Retirement sale. 
Price: £145,000 to include the goodwill, fittings, fixtures and 
fleet of minibuses. Ref: hoho 
For full details contact: CHRIS HART BUSINESS SALES LTD. 


Tel: 0141 221 3312 


For a full property list visit our website: www.businessdetails.co.uk 


Tel: 0151 35 


everyone’s 
talking 

about ‘The 
, Whisperer’ 


TO PURCHASE CHECKPOINT/DUSTITE loose 
wheelnut indicators or to locate your 
nearest stockist, Tel: 015242 71200 
www.checkpoint-safety.com, 
E-mail:info@checkpoint-safety.com 
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ODLid JOHNACLY 


SZUSWISIZADAPL ANOA advid 03 SHZ8 IPT OZ8O Bury 


Ring 0870 241 8745 to place your advertisements 


Market Place 


routeONE 


Drink 


Coach companies tell us that ¢ 
our drinks are the best on-board ‘- 
drinks you can buy! 


Compact, single serving () 
quality drinks - ~< 
"Sop ach 


” Oj 


ae 


Nk perfec * 


Two year shelf life- 
no wastage 


Over 40 great tasting varieties 
Sealed drinks - no mess 


Our drinks meet all health & 
safety regulations 


Wide range of branded drinks 
e.g. Nescafe, Typhoo... 


Reliable delivery, no minimum order 


Lockable racking & dispensers 

available to fit all coaches 

Call 0800 373515 to talk 

to our coach team or visit 
www.drinkmaster.co.uk 


INVESTOR IN PEOPLE 


12vde & 24vde 
Compact hot drinks 
machines, 6 litre 
capacity, fast heat up 
times, uses the 
range of 
drinks. Transvend also 
supply the complete 
range of machines 
www.transvend.co.uk 


Transvend Lid Tel 01438 743838 


DUTY REBATE 


Market Place 


Sit Comfortably with 


CHAPMAN 
DRIVER SEATING 


With access and service direct from the manufacturer. 
* Comfort 
* Adjustability 
* No fuss 
* Robust 
* Service 
That must be Chapman! “Dareesee gt 
Contact Details 
Tel: 0044 (0)1908 265030 
Fax: 0044 (0)1908 265499 
Email: sales@chapmandriverseating.com 
68 Burners Lane, Kiln Farm, Milton Keynes, MK11 3HD 


CRAIG TILSLEY 


Suppliers of reconditioned: 


SCANIA 
GARDNER 
LEYLAND 
CUMMINS ENGINES 
CYLINDER HEADS 
CRANKCASES 
TEL: CRANKSHAFTS 
01782 791524 Wee 
01782 791527 PUMPS 
FAX: ETC. 
01782 791316 


MOORFIELDS 
IND. EST. 

COATES HEATH, 
STOKE-ON-TRENT 
$T21 6QY 


Commercial Vehicle Lift, & Commercial 
brake testers for sale. Contact Roger on 
01299 251615 or 07932 069627 


Workshop PITS — we manufacture galvanised steel work- 
shop pits for service, maintenance and HGV/PSV MoT test lanes 
Buy ex-works for your own builder to install or go for our complete 
installation package. Our PITS are durable and cost-effective. 

ISO 9001-2000 certified, we provide a range of quality workshop installation services: 
compressed air, lube dispensing, lighting & electrical, ground works, exhaust 
extraction and major workshop equipment. You won't need another contractor. 
Contact: Adam Schapiro on 0117 955 1800 
Email: sales@hammersmith-engineering.co.uk 


jas Nammersmith 
engineering 


www.hammersmith-engineering.co.uk 


DO YOU RUN BUS SERVICES? 


formerly Fuel Duty Rebate 


IF NOT, WHY NOT?! 


PCV Driver Training and CPC Courses now available Tel: Adrian Gettins 
01633 441491, Fax 01633 440591, Mobile 07885 874860 
email: a.dgettins @ btinternet.com 


If so do you claim your BUS SERVICE Operators Grant | 
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UK Manufacturers 
Quick Deliveries 
To suit all types of 
vehicle 


ae . 2 Lyon Close 
Competitive Prices Woburn Road Ind Estate 
Kempston 


Beds MK42 7SB 


For Further Information & 
Technical AssistanceContact 


Tel: 01234 843979 
Fax: 01234 843916 


' @ INSURANCE APPROVED 
* 


== @ DOUBLE GLAZED UNITS 
REFURBISHED 


@ WORKSHOPS AND 
MOBILE SERVICE feta 


@ OVER 25 YEARS go" 
GLAZING EXPERIENCE 
BUS & COACH GLAZING FOR ALL MAKES OF VEHICLES 


01784 427080 


Distributors for genuine BERKHOF replacement glass 


Market Place booking deadline Monday 4pm 


HEADREST COVERS 


fabrica 


Quality Headrest Covers 
Competitive Prices 
Contact Sandra 
Tel/Fax: 01253 824913 


Email: fabricaheadrests@yahoo.co.uk 


Giving 


personal attention 
all the time. 


The Wrightsure Service 


* Fareham 


+ Dumbarton 


Wrightsure Services Ltd. 


ro ute Controlled 


Circulation 


firect to the heart ofthe coach and bus industry 


FREE to operators - 
every Thursday 


Market Place booking deadline Monday 4pm 


routeONE 


& 


PCs 
THE COACH INSURANCE 


WHICH OFFERS AN 
UNDERWRITING CHOICE 


Fax presentation 
01785 785 359 7 
or call 08702 424348 = “mairaume 


MEMBER 


WRIGHTSURE 


insurance group 


Wrightsure Services (North 
West) Ltd. 


www. wrightsure.com 


MEMBER 


Second Hand Somers Vehicle Lifts avail- 
able for sale. Limited stock available. 
Please call 07970 579258 


Market Place 


How much can you gain 
from an enquiry? 


Have you got a PRODUCT or SERVICE 
that you would like to promote to the 
coach and bus industry? 


If so - route 
can help! 


From as little as £20 + VAT, you can have 
your product or service seen by over 5,800 
coach and bus operators in the 
UK and Southern Ireland. 

To take advantage of this service 
or to request a quote, 
call us on 0870 241 8745 


When responding to 


0113 244 8686 
FAX: 0113 243 8668 


Crown House, Armley Road, 
LEEDS, LS12 2E) 
insurance@gauntletgroup.com 
www.gauntletgroup.com 


fpawrens 


Specialist Paint Shop, 62 foot fully equipped 
booth, panel making, insurance work, call Hereford 
Coach & Commercial Refinishers 

01531 670 345 


wo MINIBUS & COACH 
adverts, SPECIALISTS 
H “Talk to th rt 
please mention that e for the heat arvice 
you saw it in 5 proud 
hey | @ Swift, Professional Advice 
WO @ Experienced, Friendly Staff 
lO ute a) @ Quality cea pon 
3) @ Exclusive Rates & Covers 
: ~ @ Rarely Beaten on Price 
c 
3 
Oo 


&m@ coachworks Itd 


PCV and HGV Paint Specialists 


@ Car-quality finish 
® Meticulous attention to 


detail 


@ Metallics, pearls & 
fades a speciality 


@ 15m x 5m spray booth 
01246 450700 


for a free quotation 


= 


O 


Unit 58, Station Lane Industrial Estate, Old Whittington, Chesterfield, $41 90QX 
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routeONE @ i) 2) market Place 


ONE STOP SHOP 
VOSA MoT Inspections 
Telephone now to book your slot 020 83 20 20 20 


Quality work undertaken to VOSA standards 


Steam Cleaning - Commercial Vehicle Repairs + Safety Inspections + Pre-MoT Inspections « 
Full Maintenance Programmes 


Brenton’s Engineering Services Ltd, Greenwich High Road, London SE10 
Email: keiths@brentonsotblackheath.co.uk Website: brentonsofblackheath.co.uk 


sarees SIELITE 


LOW COST RESPRAYS 
IN NEW 2 PACK PAINT 
SOLID COLOURS 


ame |, 


B ARRY HALL Seatbelts fitted “1 Double Decker Buses 
to 


| standard 


INSTALLATIONS The UK's No 1 seatbelt fiers. 


Minibus and service buses 
modified in our workshops 


——— and returned with VI approval. 
Handrail Padding Supplied 


SERVICE © Seat Belt 0161 480 0617 


Mini Bus from £350 
Coaches from £600 
Metallic from £895 
BUS CARE WARKS. 


Ring 0870 241 8745 to place your advertisements 


Supplies 
Day: 07774 485310 © Hand Rail 
Night: 01789 296884 Padding 
© Next Day 
HAND RAIL PADDING 4 ipnass 2 
a e Af 
Installations A New Outlook in 
risk assessments A © Double Deckers siidiPacsenger Suatite 
Wa Seat Belted Phoenix Seating Limited 
health and safety y manufactures the highest quality 


DOUBLE DECKER 
7 — 


seating for the commercial and 


accident reduction 


passenger markets. The whole 


driver briefings & training manufacturing process from 
alcohol and drugs testing concept through design to 
toad risk manogement _ engineering is carried out 
= " in - house. All seats are tested to 
M1, M2, M3 standard EEC directive 
) minimise your risk = 761115 and ECE R14.05 using 
accredited test centres in the uk. 
t/f 01273 580189 The UK's no1 Seatbelt Installers bdo pinned — ba on 
m 07905 365717 Call the Experts: 01522 689911 Sara Haywood on 07810 852270 
rs |! Email: info@bhiuk.com 
www.bhiuk.com 
ee ae e 
Fax: 01522 689922 > Eq) = That’s different 
Your Seat Belt Installation is our Reputation ro ut e 
Let us help you get your ONE 


‘ict ‘ 
products moving: call Dan _that’s routeONE 
0870 241 8745 


Market Place 
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STEEL BUILDINGS 


| Ww I tensi f 
BLUELINE BUILDINGS | Hie onte bine et coeds Cape 


cut to your requirements and 
Effective 


delivered next day, nationwide. 
For a comprehensive quality 
service it is essential that 
you call us. 
* Soft Trim 


Workshops/ Garaging/ Steel Buildings 


* Ribbed Floor Carpet 
Storage : Widths from 20ft up | | — — 
Will never rust Solutions to 70ft agent ev lS sain 
Buildings to BS5950 Unlimited lengths g 


* Rubber Matting 
THE LEADING COACH Tel 01200 444145 


Tel: 01709 578333 24 Hours TRIM SPECIALISTS Fax 01200 444180 
> = 
| [Visa 


BICld JINAICW 


Alan Madrell School of Motoring Ltd. 
P.C.V Training, Licence upgrades. 
Accommodation available. Tel 0191 373 
3145 www.alanmadrell.co.uk 


Notes 
updated 
ay 4 times 
aaa a a year 
& 
ave ae 
You've Al known somone Whos taken 
Burse at Whalley over the 
MY past 25 years 
Mdke/sure you get yours this year, 
phone now: 
Whalley Centre for 
Transport Studies 


Are you paying too 
much? 

Are you getting the 
service you deserve? 


Analysis from 
22p per chart 


Tachograph Analysis Bureau 
4, Longfield, Starcross, South 
Devon, EX6 8PW 
E-mail: tacbureau@aol.com 
Tel & Fax: 01626 890960 


P.L. TRIM LTD 


(Blackpool) 


EASTGATE 


COACH TRIMMERS 


Supplying the Bus and Coach Industry with 
quality seat retrims and interior refurbishment 


e Quality Seat Re-Trims 
e Interior Refurbishment 
e Sales for roof & side wall carpet 


Complete flooring service 
Centre gangways/full floors relayed 


Collection and delivery service anywhere in the 
IK seven days a week 


See us @ Coach & Bus 2004 
Stand B60 


Tel/Fax: 01751 472229 
info@eastgate-coachtrimmers.co.uk 
www.eastgate-coachtrimmers.co.uk 


AT COMPETITIVE PRICES 
LATEST DESIGN 
MOQUETTES 


TELEPHONE 


01253 696033 


Email: info@whalleytransportstudies.co.uk 


ESSENTIAL PREVENTATIVE 
MAINTENANCE SYSTEMS 
SUPPLIES Drivers Daily Defects Books, 
Maintenance Inspection Pads 
and Wall Planners 
Approved by Traffic 
Commissioners’ and V.O.S.A. 
HIGH QUALITY, RAPID DELIVERY 
Books £3.60 Pads £4.00 
Wall Planners £10.00 all ex-VAT 
Sample sheets can be faxed 
Tel orders: 01329 280280 
Fax: 01329 221010 
EXPERTS IN OPERATOR LICENSING, 


PUBLIC INQUIRIES AND ALL TRANSPORT 
RELATED MATTERS 


Ward International Consulting 
Funtley Court, Fareham, Hants PO16 7UY 
Wwww.wardint.co.uk 


Now OFFERING 
Good quality trimming, common sense ]} 
prices. Some sets same day. Sales of }} 
moquette, lino, soft trim and floor carpet}} 


Cambist and Pendamatic 
. change dispensers 


Pendamatic coin change dispensers 
also available. everyone’s 
talking 

about ‘The 


Whisperer’ 


01294 471155 
01294 471166 
sales@jgts.com 


FON 
ALMIEZ Goyer PENDAMATIC TICKET SYSTEMS 


JGTSCAMPENT 


Leisurewear 
Direct Ltd 


01384 


BLUESTRIPE 


QUICK CHANGE Quality ReManufactured 
COIN DISPENSERS Transmissions 
LEYLAND HYDRACYLIC 
ALLISON AT SERIES 
VOITH DIWA FREE DELIVERY 
ZF ECOMAT FULL WARRANTY 
i) _ FITTING SERVICE 
Low cost sales, spare parts and service. <~ 
Full details: 
Transport Ticket Services Ltd, 
Newcastle, 
Monmouth, Gwent NP25 4NT 
Tel/Fax: 01600 750650 www.bluestripereman.co.uk 


b a4 f -_ ae 
Where first impressions count 
Contact sales@leisureweardirect.com 


for a copy of our new 2004/05 Brochure 
or visit our stand at Coach & Bus Ireland in November 


Tel;01298 74737 Fax: 0129871674 


www.leisureweardirect.com 
Buxton, Derbyshire 
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Wheelchair Accessible 
Coach for Hire 


Dolphin Coaches 


See our website for 
coach details: 
www.dolphincoaches.co.uk 


Or call 01202 883134 
(South Coast) 


VEHICLE SPARES 


MERCEDES-BENZ BUS & COACH PARTS @ MERCEDES-BENZ 
We stock a large range of high quality Mercedes-Benz bus, coach, van ASH LE M 
and truck spares to suit 207D, 307D, 208D, 308D, 408D, 410D, 507D, 
508D, 608D, 609D, 709D, 711D, 811D, 814D, Sprinter Vario 814D, 810D, 
612D, 614D Atego 815, 817. Other Models also available 


BANKS 


We are one of the largest used Mercedes-Benz dealers in the UK, so you 
will find our stock of engines, axles, gearboxes, springs, wheels, cabs, 
doors, panels, injector pumps, blocks, cranks, heads, propshafts etc huge! 


We accept major credit cards so that you can have that much-need part 


within 24 hours. All our parts are guaranteed and on the shelf, ready to go. AIR BAGS 


aT 
VISA 


ERITH COMMERCIALS 
Tel: 01322 290921 Fax: 01322 2900049 


E-mail: m-benz@erithcommercials.co.uk 
www.erithcommercials.com 


WORLDWIDE EXPORTERS 


wrAMiw ERCEDES-BENZ BUS & COACH PARTS @ MERCEDES-BEN 
609/709/811D ats 
Next oo phen anon VD L J re) LN | Cc KH e ERE 
01249 462 462 
SS -Jebasto  %)v' 


Thermosystems 


AIR SYSTEM DEVICES 


BRAKE CHAMBERS 
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EXHAUSTS 
FIRE EXTINGUISHERS 


b Carrier ome 
a cece 
| GO iSflZE FOOT VALVE! 


=A / 


* For parts and service * 


JB) Tel: (01923) 239996 


KING PINS 
PARABOLIC SPRINGS 
Unit 1, Colne Way Court, Colne Way, Watford, Herts WD2 4NE 


FAX: (01923) 252633 RELAY VALVES 


Complete range of 
parts available 


ABERCORN AVENUE, HILLINGTON PARK, 


Contact he a GLASGOW, G52 4J)W 
Steve Hardwell TEL: 0845 120 80 91 FAX: 0845 120 80 92 
Tel: 01275 349411 = a 
tetera Hi-Viz Workwear 
Email: ‘ ae | 


stevehardwell@ayats.co.uk 
. . 
ae 
Order 100 garments and we'll embroider your front logo FREE OF CHARGE 


Direct to the heart of the coach and bus industry 
No set-up charge applies if logo is under 5,000 stitches 


SCHOOL BUS SIGNS 


SHOCK ABSORBERS 


Ring 0870 241 8745 to place your advertisements 


SLACK ADJUSTERS 


SUSPENSION VALVES 


WE LOOK FORWARD TO QUOTING 
YOU FOR ANY OF ¢ 
THE NEAR FUTURE 


first with news 

dedicated circulation 
legal news by Mike Jewell 
industry interviews 
in-depth features 
company profiles 

latest test drives 
supported by the CPT 
best for buying & selling 
ABC application approved 
FREE every week 

YOUR views, YOUR voice 


No reduction in quality. 
Discount due to large contract allowing 
us to pass on substantial reductions to you, the customer 
November 2004 


Tel: 01302 844261 
or 07708 448214 


Market Place 
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BMC appoints MD 


BMC (UK) has 
appointed Alan 
Turner as full-time 
Managing Director, 
replacing Phil 
Stratton. 

Presently an 
Associate Director of 
Ove Arup & Partners 
he has more than 31 
years experience in the 
design and project 
management of 
structural and civil 
engineering in Britain 
and oversees. A 
qualified lawyer, he 
practises as an 
arbitrator and 
adjudicator. 


People joining your business? | 


If there have been any changes in your company, don't forget to tell us. 
Please include a photograph and biographical details. Either post to: The 
Editor, routeONE, Suite 4, Century House, Towermead Business Park, 


Fletton, Peterborough PE2 9DY, or e-mail: mike.morgan@route-one.net 


Alan Turner 


recruitment 


County Hall, Exeter 


Transport Co-ordination Officer 


(Public Transport) 
£17,409-£21,033 


Devon County Council's Public Transport Team wishes to welcome 
someone who will work in two important areas: first, the implementation 
and day-to-day review and development of our innovative and award- 
winning Devon Fare Cars project and, secondly, assisting with all aspects of 
supported bus service monitoring, planning and reviews. You will bring with 
you a sound knowledge of the bus industry and transport co-ordination 
and the requirements of the 1985 Transport Act as it applies to both local 
buses and taxis and Private Hire cars and other relevant legislation. The job 
involves travel throughout Devon and frequent contact with the public as 
well as colleagues within and outside the County Council. The ability to 
work accurately and proactively with minimal supervision is essential. 


For an informal! discussion, please contact John Richardson-Dawes on 
01392 382952. 


For an application pack please contact the ‘First Stop Desk’ on 01392 
383034 or 01392 383037 (answerphone), email firstop@devon.gov.uk 
or apply online at www.devonjobs.gov.uk Closing date: 26/1 1/04. 
Interview date: 21/12/04. Ref: ENV089. 


We are comr to equal opportunities in employment and service delivery, and are only 


an employer of choices 


interested ty to do the job. 


sy 


Arriva Bus Finance Director Richard Bowler, Dr Lisa Dorn and 
Adrian Walsh, Director of the Prince Michael International Road 
Safety Awards with the award 


Arriva wins safety award 


ARRIVA has won the Prince It was nominated by Dr Lisa 
Michael International Road Dorn, a driver behaviour expert at 
Safety Award in recognition of Cranfield University who has been 
its efforts to continually improve — working with Arriva to develop a 


safety and driving standards. bus driving simulator, psychometric 
measures of bus driver behaviour 
Transport Manager Required and the design ofa training 
to assist the running of small family programme. 
business in East Anglia. Must have a Dr Dorn made the nomination 
CPC National or International because of the commitment shown 


License and PCV license. This role 


: ~ " by Arriva in terms of time, money, 
is a key position, carries a company 


and strategic support. It is 
candidate: expected that Arriva will begin to 
Please apply to box number 22, see significant reductions in road 
routeONE, Suite 4, Century House, | | traffic incidents as a result of the 
Towermead Business Park, project. 
Fletton, Peterborough, PE29DY 


vehicle and salary for right 
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Mentor appoints 
Jeff Edwards 


MENTOR Coach & Bus, has 
appointed Jeff Edwards as 
Regional Sales Manager. Jeff will 
be responsible for promoting 
sales in the South East of the 
UK. 

Jeff has worked in the coach 
industry for a number of years and 
brings with him a wealth of 
experience. He was formerly 
Regional Sales Manager at TransBus. 
Previous to this he worked at 
Dennis and also Volvo Coach Sales 
as Regional Sales Manager. 

Jeff told route : “Lam looking 
forward to working with Mentor. 
Their Neoplan and Noge product 
ranges are excellent, and | am 
looking forward to promoting these a 
coaches.” i 


Transdev appoints Belfield 
as Commercial Director 


TRANSDEYV PLC has appointed 
Kevin Belfield to take up the 
post of Commercial Director. 
With his considerable 
commercial and industry 
experience, he will play an 
important part in the future of 
Transdev in the UK, and his role 
will involve work towards the 


Jeff Edwards 


development of the Edinburgh 

Tram, as well as overseeing the 
Nottingham Tram Consortium 

business (NTC). 

Kevin, who commenced work on 
| November 2004, joins Transdev 
from Arriva Midlands North Ltd, 
where he was Commercial Director 
for more than four years. 


recruitment 


First (po 


transforming travel 


First is the UK's largest surface transport company with a turnover of 
nearly £2.5 billion a year and over 62,000 employees across the UK and 
North America. 


engineering director - CHELMSFORD 


Are you ready to take up the challenge of being an engineering director within the largest bus 
operator in the UK. The position is based in Chelmsford and you will be responsible for ensuring 
that the fleet of over 347 vehicles, situated within 8 depots, are consistently and constantly 
available to meet the service requirements. 


You should have PCV experience and a sound knowledge of current statutory and HSE 
requirements. You must be self motivated and able to demonstrate your management and 
budgetary skills as well as ensure compliance to all of the companies standard operating 
procedures. Leadership skills are essential as is the focus on achieving results 


We will offer a comprehensive benefits package and competitive salary to the right person. 


To apply, please send full personal and career details, including current remuneration package 
and covering letter to: 


Stephen Smith, Managing Director, First, 
Westway, Chelmsford, Essex CM1 3AR 


Closing date for applications 30th November 2004. 
Please visit our website at for more information on the company or to apply online. 


First is an Equal Opportunities employer. 


| www.firstgroup.com 
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High-flying coach boss 


BUZZLINES General Manager 
Paul Frankland took to the skies 
to raise more than £700 for Kent 
Air Ambulance. 

The high-flying, intrepid 
grandfather undertook his first 
parachute jump at Headcorn airport 
leaping from an aeroplane flying at 
12,000 feet. Now Mr Frankland, 
based at Buzzlines’ headquarters at 
Lympne, near Hythe, Kent, is keen to 
put his new-found skills to the test 
again. 

“It was incredible. | have never 
done anything like this before,” he 
said. “It takes five to six minutes to 
reach the ground and the view is 
incredible. You are aware you are 
falling but there is a point, just after 
the parachute has opened, when you 
feel as if you are stationary — hanging 
in the sky with the world beneath 
your feet. As soon as | landed | 
wanted to go back in the plane for a 
repeat performance.” 

Paul, who lives in Ashford, joined 


Paul Frankland: took to the skies 


Buzzlines earlier this year to take 
charge of the company’s 80-strong 
team and fleet of more than 50 
luxury vehicles. Buzzlines, which has 
offices in Broadstairs and Lympne, is 
a longstanding supporter of Kent Air 
Ambulance Trust and regularly 
contributes to fundraising events and 
activities. 


Investment in 


THREE NEW PCY driving 
instructors, based at First’s 
training and development centre 
in Bolton, have recently received 
their LCCIEB (London Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry 
Examinations Board) NVQ level 3 
driving instructor qualifications, 
and one has been successfully 
reaccredited. 

The three new Instructors are Eric 
Gunder, Tony Babester, and Kevin 
Gee. The Instructor successfully 
reaccredited is Malcolm Mutch. 

The three new Instructors have 
now joined the 2! man team at Bolton 
that provides PCY training for all new 
drivers across First’s operations in the 
North West. 

The company has also recently 
introduced a defensive driving training 
course to the range of courses 
provided by the Bolton Training 
Centre. To facilitate delivery of this 
course First made further investments 
in the training of two Training and 
Development Centre instructors to 
qualify as special Defensive Driving 


First training 


Instructors. 

To date, over 100 bus drivers have 
now benefited from this defensive 
training, which is a combination of 
both classroom theory and practical 
application on the road. 

Each driver is personally coached to 
improve their driving technique and to 
develop full awareness of the rapidly 
changing traffic conditions on today’s 
busy roads. The overall aim of the 
course is to encourage drivers to think 
ahead and ‘plan’ their drive, 
recognising and anticipating situations 
before they become hazards in the 
roadway. In this way drivers are able 
to deliver a safe and comfortable 


journey for all their customers. 


Cummins changes 


KEVAN BROWNE has been 
appointed as Director of 
Communications within 
Cummins Engine Business. 

He has been replaced as Manager for 
Advertising & Promotions in the UK and 


Europe by Steve Nendick. Steve is a 
long term Cummins man having 
worked on new product introduction as 
well as within the rail and construction 
sectors as an account manager before 
moving to his new role. 


Stagecoach Manchester — 
awards over 660 years service 


lan Bennett back row fourth from right, Joseph Bethwaite centre of 
the picture (beard and glasses), Frank Llewellyn third row down, far 
right, Mark Threapleton, front row far right 


FOR THE second time this year, 
Stagecoach Manchester has held 
its Long Service Awards for 
employees. 

Twenty-five employees from all 
departments including engineering and 
operations were thanked for their 
services and loyalty to the company, 
clocking up a total of 660 years 


service. lan Bennett, an Allocator at 
Hyde Road and Jospeh Bethwaite who 
retired this year were both presented 
with their 40 years service award. 

Amongst the recipients was Frank 
Llewellyn, with 35 years of service. 
Frank is a driver and the Senior 
Steward for the Transport and 
General Workers Union. 


Norman is the best, say colleagues 


A SEMI-RETIRED bus driver has 
been recognised for his dedication 
to duty, commitment to customer 
care and exceptional driving skills 
during his 35 years career. 

Norman Simpson, 66, was named 
as Colleague of the Year at Go North 
East’s first staff awards,held to 
recognise the achievements of more 
than 2,200 employees at nine depots. 

Hosted by North East comedy 
legend, Bobby Pattinson, the awards 
ceremony was held at The Elephant 
on the Tyne in Gateshead and 
represents the latest initiative 
designed to improve employee 
relations and boost staff morale. 

Norman, who lives in Eaglescliffe, 
began his career with OK Travel in 
1970 before it was taken over by Go 
North East in 1995, and is well known 
to passengers in and around Bishop 
Auckland. 

Another employee celebrating an 
award was 22 year-old Michael Burn 
from Newcastle who was named 
Apprentice of the Year. 

Michael, who is based at the 
company’s Winlaton depot, joined the 
company in 2001 and has just entered 
the fourth and final year of his 
engineering apprenticeship. 

Depot of the Year was awarded to 


Chester-le-Street, with Sunderland- 
based Deptford in second. Divisional 
employees of the Year were Peter 
Rowland (Go Gateshead, Winlaton 
depot), Gary Hindhaugh (Go 
Northern, Chester-le-Street depot) 
and Albert Effard (Go Wear, South 
Shields depot). Runners up were 
David Kennedy (Go Gateshead, 
Gateshead Interchange depot), Ronnie 
Atkinson (Go Northern, Stanley 
depot) and David Atchinson (Go 
Wear, Washington depot). Other 
categories included Safe Driving award 
and an award for exam or special 
achievement. 


Norman Simpson (right): 
"Colleague of the Year’ 


nextweek 
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County Coaches in profile 


COUNTY COACHES of Stockport specialises in wheelchair 
accessible coaches. Next week Stephen Morris visits lan and Lesley 
Turner at their premises, which form part of the site formerly used 
by Crossley to 
build buses. 

Their experience 
is particularly 
relevant within the 
context of the 
extension of the 
Disability 
Discrimination Act 
and its impact on 
the coach sector. 

County Coaches 
is believed to be 
the largest operator 
of wheelchair 
accessible coaches in the North West. Having started in 1990 with its 
first wheelchair accessible coach, the fleet of 16 coaches and buses 
now includes five fully accessible coaches. 

It’s a story of how demand (and amazing gratitude) from passengers 
with disabilities, and the satisfaction of providing a unique service in 
theatres, has lead to the expansion of the accessible fleet. 


COUNTY 


COACHES 


STOCKPORT 
0161 947 9477 


eee 


Finance changes ahead 


THE Traffic Commissioners are required by Article 6(1) of 92/26/EC 
as amended by 98/76/EC, to check regularly, and at least every five 
years, that operators continue to meet the requirement of financial 
standing and this they have now done with higher sums having to 
be available for all new operators from 1 January 2005 and existing 
operators at the five year licence review. 

Next week routeONE explains the increased amounts of money that 
need to be available to meet the requirement for financial standing and 
the amounts which in the past varied for different types of PSV have 
been streamlined. They were last updated in October 2001. 
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VENTURA 


SERVICE BUSES IN STOCK 
'T) DENNIS DART SLF CAETANO COMPASS, 31STR TWIN DOOR, DDA COMPLIANT, NEW MOT 
's' VOLVO EasST LANCS OLYMPIAN, 76STR, SINGLE DOOR, RETRIMMED, NEW MOT 
'Ss' VoLvo East LANCS OLYMPIAN, 76STR, RECENTLY REPAINTED, EXCELLENT CONDITION, MOT Aus O05 
'P' DENNIS DaRT SLF PLAXTON POINTER 1,10 MTR, 35STR SINGLR DOOR, DDA COMPLIANT, NEW MOT 
'N' MERCEDES 711D W/S WESSEX II, 33sSTR + 13STND, RECENTLY RE-PAINTED, GOOD CONDITION, MOT AucG O5 
'M' MERCEDES 7O09D PLAXTON BEAVER, 27STR + SSTND, MANUAL GEARBOX, MOT FEB O5 


ACCESSIBLE VEHICLES IN STOCK 


'x' MERCEDES TREKKA UVG, 165TR, RICON TAIL LIFT, RENT/BUY AVAILABLE, NEW MOT 

'v' Iveco 49-10, MELLOR CONVERSION, PLS TAIL LIFT, LOW MILEAGE, 16STR, FULL TRACKING, MOT APR O5 

‘T Iveco 49-10, MELLOR CONVERSION, PLS TAIL LIFT, LOW MILEAGE, 16STR, NON PSV, MOT AusG O05 

'R' MERCEDES 612D, SCYL SPRINTER ENGINE, 16STR, FULL TRACKING, PLS TAIL LIFT, MOT JuL O5 

'P' Iveco 59-12, LEICESTER CARRIAGE CONVERSION, 24 STR, FULL TRACKING, RATCLIFFE TAIL LIFT, MOT Fes O5 


12MTR COACHES IN STOCK 
's1' SETRA 315 GTHD, 495sTR, A/C, TOILET, DRINKS, FRIDGE, EXCELLENT CONDITION, MOT JUN O5 
'yY' BOVA FuTURA FHD, 515TR, A/C, TOILET, BOILER, COOLER, VIDEO / 2xXMONITORS, MOT JUN O5 
'x' VoLvo B10M, PLAXTON PARAGON, 49STR, TOILET, BOILER, COOLER, VIDEO/MONITOR, 1 QWNER, NEw MOT 
'X' VoLvo B10M, PLAXTON EXxcALiBuR, AUTO, 49sSTR, FLOOR MOUNT TOILET, A/C, CHOICE, NEw MOT 
'W' BOVA FuTURA FHD, 5158TR, A/C, TOILET, BOILER, COOLER, VIDEO / 2xXMONITORS, MOT APR O5 


MINI GOACHES IN STOCK 
'yY' LDV 1°7STR MINIBUS, 1 QWNER FROM NEW, PSV, LOW MILEAGE, MOT JAN O5S 
'N' TOYOTA OPTimMo Ill, 21 STR, 1 QWNER FROM NEW, VIDEO / MONITOR, BOILER, MOT Oct O5 
'L' MERCEDES 711D AuToBUS CLASSIQUE, 23STR, POWER DooR, LUGGAGE RAcKS, MOT Jut O5 
'G' MerRcEDES 709D DoORMOBILE, 255STR, RETRIMMED, GHEAP CONTRACT VEHICLE, MOT JAN O5 


@ MORE IN STOCK @ FINANCE @ PART EXCHANGE @ RENTAL 


UNIT 39, HOBBS IND EST, NEWCHAPEL, LINGFIELD, RH'7 6HN 


TEL: 


01342 835206 FAX: 01342 835813 EMAIL: INFO@VENTURASALES.CO.UK 


